Pn em — ——_—_— = - = 
| | 


the Subje of Baptiſme 


hh = 


DISCOURSE 


Concerning 


Wherein the preſent Controverſies, that are agitated in 
the NEW ENGLISH CHURCHES are from 


ys Scripture and Reaſon modeſtly enquired into 


S 


A. 


BHNCREASE HATH E R, Teatherofa Charch 


ER —_ 


in Boſton in New- England. 


Ezck g3.11, _ if they be aſhamed of alltbat they bave done, 


w thew the 'Form of the bouſe wid the Faſhion | 


thereof, and att the gojngs out thereof, dud the Com- 
ings im thereof, and all the For ms thereof, and all the 
Ordinances thereof, and all the Forms thereof, and 
all che Laws tbereof ;, and write it in their ſight, that 
they may keep the whole Form thereof, and all the 
| Ordinances thereof, and do themy.. . 
2 Cor. 13.8. * Ap _ cat do nothing againſt the Truth, bat for the 
ruts, , | 


Epb. 4. 15. Speaking the Truthin Love. 
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Si Eccleſia debet ur quam refloreſcere neceſle eſt ut a Pucrorum 
Inftitutione exordium frat. Luther. | 

Liberi fidelium baptizantar at participes fint, & hwredes divino- 
rum beneficiorum Eccleſiz promifſorum, utq; ttate provei 
Parentum Religionem & pietatem Profiteantur P. Ramus. in 
Coment. de Relig. l. 4. ©. 6. | 
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\ To: the Reader. 
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Chriſtian Reader 


Bout four Years ſince I was drawn (by what Arquments is 
there expreſſed (to the Compoſure of a Scvipt mbich is inti« 
tuled, The firſt Principles of New- England, Conccrn- 
ing the Sabje of Baptiſme, and Commynian of 


A 


give an Account of the Reaſons which cauſed me to Contrary wit 
late Synod Book, as tothe Extent of the Subject of Baptiſme, Cod 
bath now geven me to Accompliſh thoſe purpoſes, whereof the enſuing 
diſcourſe 35-ebe prods. . Alſo I thought it not unſeaſonable to ada 
ſomething briefiy on the other - Queſtion, concerning that promiſcuous 
baptiziog, which is by ſome pleaded for, that ſo I might bear witneſs to 
that which is indeed an Intereſt of Holinefs, as well as to a Cauſe of 


"Divine Grace. ' I bave deſired and | according to the muaſure of 


gr act received | endeavoured io follow the eArgument in band, awoid- 
ing what | could prolix and verboſe Excurſions to thing i of another Con- 
cern,and ſuch bitter invetlive; again Diſenters, las Polemical wri- 
tings are many times full of. The Judicions Reader will remembey 


! hat this was written #ZxuIun epnzuice, in America ; where I could 
ot by any means come by the (ight of ſome Books more fully diſcoveridg 
rhe praTtice of Antiquity reſpe&ing the controverted Nueſtion. Tet ſuch 
as | bad, I bave ſpared no pains in revolving, eAlſo what eyer Books 
have been bere publiſhed on this Subj. &, and the Manuſcripts likewiſe 
[ which are many | that any among ft 04r ſelves bave written thggeon ; 
with ſundry writings that bave come to my hands out of Europe, all 
rreating on this Argument ; 1 have-petuſed and conkdered, apud 
Conſcientiam meam; and here give an account of my preſeot per- 


'{walion together with the Reaſqns thereof, Now in as much as 


$his Diſcourſe is concerning the preſent eruth 3 cven in part the _ 
A'S "© 


| To the Reader: 
ef.the preſent Age we live in, but eſpecially the Truth of the place, 
where Providence hath caft my preſcnt habitation, would fain hope 
that by this undertaking, 1 have in part ſerved, or endeavoured to 
ſerve my Generation according. tothe will of God. 1 moſt-willinglyſub- 
mit the whole to the Genſure of Juducious and Impariial unintereſted 
perſons,truſt ng in" Chrift for Pardon of cathwenkneſſcs, or. v hag eqor is. 
mine bercix, aod that what is Truth, and ſo from bis boly Spirit, ſhall 
. be owned ana bleſſed for the promoving of the hononr of kis Name, the 
eſtabliſhing of bis Seryants: the A drancew et of thc Intereſt of bis bo- 
ly Truth among ft us.. The Lord help us to truth it io Love, and; 
grant that there may be peace and Truth in our apyes. | 
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GHAP, I. 


The Introduttion to the enſuing Diſcourſe. 
The firſt Queſtion Propounded, viz. 


VUbuber Perſons Qualiged according to the\fifth Propoſition 
of the late Synod, have right to Baptiſme ? The termes of 
the Propoſugion expreſſed, the Queſtion rightly fatd. That the 
the Synod doth not af fi-me, tha: unquatified perſons, or that 
Grandchildren as ſuch bave right to Baptiſmze, The af- 


|  firmagive part of the Queſtion Concluded, 
7 have been an occaſion of muc} Diſp«:e in tbe world,is 
known to all men. Yea ſuch is our darknes whe k1ow but 
+ inpart,as that theſe uniting Miſteries of the Goſpcl,have zccidental- 
ly ſent a fire not only.between the Church &-the world, | which we 
need not to wonder at, ) but cycn amongſtChriſtians themſelves; & 
tharjteo of a more Pure & Reformed prof: ſion, To lay nothing. what 
hapned ſoon after Apoſt/es& Apoſtolical men fell aſleep in theLord; 
the laſt Century bath ſadly evidenced the truth hereof in thoſe con- 
troverlies. about the Euchariſt; which have been agitatcd not only 
between Proreſtant: and Papiſii,tut allo Lu h.rans and” aluenifes, 
a\they arecalled formerly, indeed the difpure hath been chicfly upon 
other Accaunts; But in this faſt Age the great Qu: tion is abour 
" yigbt to Sacraments, or the SubjeG&s unto whom they are reeulaily . 
applyed. Concerning a right to partake at the Lords Table, there ' 
bath not been-ſo gieat a Controverſy in theſe New- Engl ſbChurches, 
us there hagh beca gouching righ! to Baptiſmeit beirg upon good, and 
A3 ; ( too 


Hat the b'efſed Sacraments of the NewTeſtament , which 
are in their owa Nature Signes & Seals of the greateſt V- 


. "This Country, weſhall therefore (by the help of Chriſt ) inquire in- 


. indeed been a 


-<- 


*up themſelves, an 


A Diſcomſe Concerning 
( too many) ungueFionable grounds, 
claim right to that Ordinance of the 


Children ( and conſequent 


coneluded,that none 


all ſuch Parents if unbaptized might 
; not claim right tothat holy Inftitution,whoſeParcnts are notlmmedi- 
ately admittable to the Lords Table. Others are for an univerſal lati- 
. Fudeasto the Subjett of Baptiſme, cyen ſo as to comprehend all that 
are nomine tenus Cbriſtians.Now inaſmuch as the farther clearing of 
theſe 2ueFions may tend unto peace, and Edification of the Chur- 
ches ; and that therebyService will be done for Chriſt,&e for his holy 


Truth, yea, and for not only preſent, but ſucceeding Generations in 


to them, and avoiding all harſh refletioos upon any mans perſon 
. Or netion, endeavour to keep cloſe to Scripture and Reaſon in the 


following wk 
aſſembledin PBofon in New- England, Anzo 1662. 


ſition. - As forthe firſtof theſe Enquiries, it hath 
ready in a way of order decided by a Sy»od which was 


But whea Providence fr brought forth the Iflue of thatdebate 


- many did Conſcicntiouſl y diſſent from theſe Conclufiens, And 

although oflater years, that Cauſe hath exceedingly gained groan, 
yet there ace ſome that ſtill withhold their Aſſet, whereb 
. according ts thoſe determinations is impeded in many Churches. 


raQtice 


The firſt Queſtion then is, Whether the Bualification: expreſſed in the 
fif1b Propoſition of 1he late Synod Book ao give right unto Baptiſme. 
In many. Po/emical diſcourſes a great part of the Conteſt hath riſen 


from the not underſtanding, or not rightly ſtating of the 
that ſo there may be no miſtake about that matter, Let it be 


«U 101, 
em» 


bred thatthe words of the Propoſition are theſe, viz. Church mem- 


-hers who ware admitted in mixority,undAfiagdiny the dodGrine of faith 
- ard gublick!y profeſſing their Aaſſene thereto, not ſcandalous in Life, 


and ſolemnly my the Covenant before the Church wheyein they pive 


their Children 10 the Lord, and ſubjeft themſelves 


20 the Government of Cbrift in bis Church, their Children areto be bap= 
ized, So that the Queſtion now is not whether the Children of 
ignorant or prophane perſons, or of #ereticks may be baptized, or 
of ſuch as do ina /igbt }manner own the Covenant, and ſodo no 
more, but viſibly take the Lords Namein vain; or offuch 08 do 


refuſe 
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pper, except they do mant- 

feſt their ab ility todiſcern the Lords body, and to cxamine theme 

ſelves. But as to Baptiſme there are ſome who are for an cxiream 

ſtrictneſs, even ſoas to _ a-baptiſmal InterefF to beleng to any 
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the Subjeft of 3 aþ:iſme, 
tefufe to ſubjet themſclves ts Church Diſcipline, I ſay the Quelti- 
on is not whether ſuch perſons have right co Buiptiſme, no ſuch 
thing being affirmed by the Synod. Noris the Queſtion whether 
Grand- Children 4s ſuch have right toBaptiſme by viccue of the faith 
atid Covenant of their godly proparents, although the Immediate 
Parefit ſhould be a forſaker of the Copcnant and God of hi: Fa- 
ther This very miſtake . hath been the Reaſon why many have 
drank in prejudice againft the Sy 7 Bogk, Beenuſe they have _— 
hended, that thereiu the Baptiſme of the. Children of godicſs Pa- 
rents hath been pleaded for, only by virtue of the Grand-Fathers 
Religion, although the next Parent ſhould be no Chriſtian. Bat that is 
a moft lnjucious ſtating of the Queſtion, for theSynod Book doth in 
6: wifs ground Baptiſme on the qualification of the Grand-Father, 


| hit onthequalification of thetrimediateParent: Let the Cueftion then 


Þt whaty flood concerwing anyP arent: whatſoever, wherber that being qua 


| lified according ar igin the mentioned Propoſition.expreſſed,they, & con- 


ſequeucly their C hildren have not right to Baptiſme. Now conſiderin 

the terms of tke Ptopoſition, | Conceive that the Afiymarive part o 
the Queſtion is true, Aid altheagh the Reaſons produced and- wry 
by the Synod do eyince the trnth of this Aſſertion, yet as ſome far- 
ther Explication thereof, and Additien thereto,( alth Tam nei- - 
ther worthy nor able to add ought unto what is already by thoſe 
Wotrhies performed) we ſhill{as in Gods holy fear) now propound 


forme Arguments co be weighed inthe Ballance of the Sanctuary. 


CHAP. IL 


T He firſt _ propounded, viz, becauſe the pey- 
. A ſons in Queftion ongbt to be acknowledged members of 
"the yifbteChurcb, Proved(t.) Fromthe Definition of the 
* wiſibte Church, which is adbered to by Colgregationals 

' * of the Savoy meeting, and by Dr. Owen. ( 2.) From 
Mat. 16. 18. { 3.) Elſe we wnchurch all men but our 
ſelves. ( 4.)In that it 1s a moſt dreadful thing to be wh1l- 

ly excludedout of the viſible Church, evinced by ſundry 
£eviptures which are occaſionally opened. ( 5.) If they 

be not of the Church, then they are of the worldonly, 'and 

fo belonging to Satan" (6.) Becauſe the perſous tin 
Queſtion are not amongſt thoſe whom the' Seriptare 647 
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leth Tvs +7" or them without, (-7. ) Becauſe thty my 
true worſbyppers. | F 


—_— 


er {t:nJing in the yiſible Church which doth belong to theſe: per- 
ſons. Thus we Reaſon. They that accordirig to the 'Scriptare. are 
&nd ougbt to be continued in the wiftble Church, kaye right to Bap« 
z/me for themſelves and their Cbildren, But-this is true concerning 
the perſons in Queſtion ; Ergo, 8c. | | PF 

The Propofition is the great Convincing Argument whereby An- 
tipzdo-Baptiſts have been confuted, It is aboundantly proved by 
Ee bao. Thoſe that handle ( a) that Controverſy about lafant Beptifinte 
' _ wiſe, Ch:p.4. YEA, kn wy Anabaptifts-coafefs itto.be a truth, that ſuch perſons 
feral he £2 have right to Baptiſme, and it is clearedin.the Synods. firſt Propge; 
Eldersr@2: H{ition, which .was ananimouſly- conſented. to, yet let it be ted 
Welt. Q#-!- thatitis not a-meer tanding or memberſhip in the viſible Church, 
but a reguler fanding therein that entituleth to Biptiſme,that is( 10 

a ward ) when a man is according to Scripture Rule become a member. 
ef the wfble Charch, and there is no Rule in the word to caft bim out 
of the Church, ſuch @ gerſon is a proper adequate Subjett of Baptiſme. 
The only goubt aod difficulty will be abourthe <fumption., As in 
moſt Argitments .( that is the part which needs to be ſtrengthned ) 
Now thay is maniſeſt, z, From the definition of the viſible Charch.. 
That ſoit may appear, that ito adminiſter Baptiſme according to. 
this Propoſition is no deviation from Coligregational Principles, we 
"hall not.go to any other fora definition of the viſible Charch but 
$ G-£&Fheſ.. tO Congregational men. Now they in their [b] declaration of 
q Faith at the S@v0y-meeting,1658. thus ſp:ak. . T bembole body of 
-men ſay they ,(hroug bout the world profeſſing the Faith —_ Geſpel, 

and obedience unto-God by Chrifl according unto i, not deſtroying their 

'o877 prof ſſigp by any Errors, aud everitng the Poundation or unbolte 

neſs of Converſation, are, and may be called the viſible C burch of 

Chri#, Now compare this definition with the perlons deſcribed 

in the Pcopoſirion, and we fhal! find, that all the particulars therein 

expreſſed, do agree untothem, Alſo Doctor Owen { who was a 

great part of that Aſſembly at the Savoy ] doth give the like de- 

«'6\. 5. p2g 13. {criprion of the. Catholick viſible Church in his Book of[c] Schiſme, 
where he thus writeth, Theunivinſality of men profeſſing the doftrive 
of the Goſpel, apd obedience to God in Chriſt, according Yoit 7 

- ys ou 


Theficſt Argument may be taken from that regular memberſhip, | 
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the Subjeft of J aptifme. 


ot the world is that which is commonly called the Catbolick C burch 


«Alt Profeſſors of the Goſpel throughont the world, calltd to the 
knowledge of Chriſt by the gord do mithe up and gonftitnte bis yiſeole 
Kingdome by thor profeſſed ſabjeftion to bim, (d } The wnjverſat 
Chursh1s a Colleft:0n of ail that are autly called Chriſtians, | do 
nos ihink, that p..riicular Congregations «0 ftand unto ut in that Re- 
tation of a Species to a genus, in which the whole nature of it ſbo1114 
b: compriſed, wbich would deprive every one of memberſhip in 5h45 
aniver/al Church whichis not joyned atua'ly to ſome part:iculat 
Eburcb, then witch nothing can be more devoyd of Truth. («) A'to 
the deſcription of this Church, | ſhall acquieſs, in that lately given 
by a learned man, Eccleſia univerſalis c{t communio ſeu focietas 
omrium ccetuum, I bad rather be Lad ſaid, omnium fidem Chritti- 
anam profitentium hve illi ad Ecclefias aliquas particulares perti- 
gcant, five non pertineant, And pag. 1 z4,14 5,36. He ſhew- 
eth what tkings are neceflary to coofticute a incmber of the viſible 
Catholick Church, andatlaft, peg. : 37. Concludes ſaying, we 
are at ler gth arrived to this Iſſac, the bulief and profeſſion ot all the 
nec ſary jauvwg Traths of tbe Goſpel without the manifeſtation of 
an interna! principle of mind inonfitent with the belief of them, ar 
alaing of other things im profe;/juon which are inco fftent to thy 
Truths fo prof: ſed, 1: the bond of this unity of the viſib.« prof, ſing 


 Chureb of Chriſt. Alſo he ſh:weth that not only Modeta bug 


Anticot Duvines have efteemcd this the Catholick Church, ſo 7u- 
ſtin Martyr, Tren:us Teytul,an, &c. And many paſſages to the 
ſame purpoſc are to be ſeen in a late diſcourſe concerning Evan- 
eclical love and Church peace, written by the ſame learned hand, 
wherein this deſcription of the Church Catholick viſible, is 
more fully opened. Antl itisin the fame Treatiſe, with great 
evidence of Reaſon maniſefted, that Baptiſme is grounded upon 
memberſhip in this Church, it would be tao tedio!is to tranſcribe 
all that 15 there ſaid abour this matrer, But the Reader that hath 
the Book may if he pleaſe conſult pag.47, 52,5 3,54. 74 7 5. 

2. This is evident from that fainous Ti'x:t, Math. 15, 18. 
which intimateth that thoſe that profeſs Faith in Chtiſt ang go n«x 


| drfiroy that Profeſſion by ary Hereſy in Judgement, or Scande! in 


Converſation, are to be eſtecmed as bcl.oging to the viſio'e 
Church. Bur the perſons in Queltion do this. They do pubiich- 


ty and ſolewnly before God, Angelsand men profe's their gent 
- to 


{Ibid pa$. 12» 


* pag. 1 
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to the doctrine of Faith, and their Confeat to the Covenant, and 
are not ſcandalousin Life. Ergo 
3. Either ſuch perſons a5 theie are to be owned as belonging 
to the yiſihle Church, or elſe we (hall exAuge all perfons except 
thoſe of our way out of the Church viſible. If we ſay, that none 
b:1o1g tothe viſidle Crurch bat ſuth as d» fi-tmaike a Relation 
of the work of grace (a practice holy and good and far be it from 
me to refl-Ct thereon, avif it were Superſtitiouz.or needleſs Al. 
zi] Cenfeſs therigid [mp3ſition of this, or that Mode, or For- 
mality ln this matter not determiaed in the Scripture, is aot to be 
aL) and ſo joyne themſelves to particular Churches, zhis 
would be at onc2 to uncharch all mea bur our ſelves. But to aps 
propriate m:mbecſhip in the _ Church to our {elves 
alone is ſuchrigid, Ceaſorious, arrogant, ſelf-aſſuming, as better 
becom:th Papiſts thea men of m?Jelt and Congregational Princi- 
les. ; 
, 4. Tobe wholly exclud:d the viſible Church is a moſt dread- 


Ful ching, an4 therefore to affirm it concerning all thoſe perſons, 


whom the Propoſition refers unto iz that which ( formy part) [ 

darenot do. Judicious lnterpreters conceive (and thatmnor with- 

out Reaſon ) ' that, that Book of the Living which ſome in Scrip- 

ture are ſaid to have their a mts blotte out of, is meant concera- 

7 Pachymerus in IN the (f) Church Bugk, To have a name to be amongſt the 
* Paraph. in Dio- py aber of the Lords faithful Servants is a great favour, ſo tobe 
ING deprived of ſuch a nam isa heavy Judgemeat and uſual Curſe 
that doth fall upon, and follow Hypocrites, aſter they are in 

their graves, [t is mentioned as no {mall mecey, P(2!. 87, 6. Thy 

Lord fall count when be writeth up the People that this and that man 

was Lora there. And on the other hand, it is a terrible threatning 

whichwe have Ezek.13.9. Th:y ſhal1no be in thee Aſſembly of my 

people, neither ſhall they b: written in th? writing of thebou[e of Iſrael. 

And this may give light unto thoſe words of Moſes, Exod.32:.32, 

eAnd if not,blot ms I p-ay thte ot of thy Book which thou haſt writ- 

; ten. That is, (faith g anex:cllenrlaterpreter)out of theBook which 
Mr. C14. thou haſt commanded tg be written as a regord of the Peaple of [{- 
V. 20. rael. God ſaid to Moſes that if he would let him alone, and not by 
his Prayers wichſtand the deſtruQion of the Children of Ifracl, he 

would of mike him a great Nation. Nay, ( ſaith {ſes ) rather 

then that GodaMame ſhould luff:r by the cine of ns people! am 

5 | We ne jug c2nent 
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content not 6nly to be without the honour of being the head of a 
greater Nation then this, but that my Name ſhoula not be record- 
cd asa Leader of this Nation. Yea, marcover that my Name 
ſhould not atall be mentioned amongſt the Lords People, Iam 
content to be without the honour of being recorded {o much as a 
member of Gods Church in this world. Thus alſo Paul coud 
wiſh hymſelf av Anatbema from Chrift for bis Brethren bis kjins« 
mens ſake, &c. Rom.g.z. b, ce, he was willing to be in the Con- 
dition, which excommunicate perſons ace viſibly in. Though he 
had been ſo great a Planter and Propagator of Churches, he was 
willing upon Condition the Jews might be ſaved, to have his 
Name blotted out of the Church Records. 1 har loprecation, 
Pſal.69.28, Let them be blotted our of the Book of 1be Living, is 
a Pcopherical lmprecation ( many of thoſe direful Imprecations 
which the Old Teſtament is full of, are rather Propheſies then 
Prayers ) concerning the unchurehing of the Jews, becaule of their 
abuſes offered unto Chriſt, of whom David was a Type. Now 
then, if it beſo fearfu] a judgement to be excluded ont of the yiſi- 
ble Church, we had need be careful how we ſhut out our Children 
and poor Poſterity from being of the houſe of Ifracl. It hath 
been an Anticnt received maxime, ( however abuſed by Papiſts 
and Pcelates ) extra Eeclefam nulla ſalus (b) that chere is no »Hojus Axiomg, 
Salvation out of the Church, therefore to affirm this concerning ads 
all thoſe of whom our preſent Controverſy ſpeak<eth, is at once to- J:cob- Cappel-in 
ſhut them all out of Heaven, And this is Implicitcly done, when p l "& Alringi; : 
we deny them all ticle to Baptiſme, uncircumciſed perſons ( b. e, problem. Thcot, 
not all ſuch as were ſo actually, but they that had no right to Hinc & illug ** 
Circumciſion) are ſaid to go down into the netber parts of the \\\Frommiayon 
Earth, Ez:k.28.10, and 31.18. trem qui non ha. 
5. The perſons in Queſtion areeither belonging to the viſible Mrneeinan 
Church, or of the world oaly. The Seriptuce ſpeaketh of thoſe 
two terms,Church,and the world,as oppoſite and Contradiftinct, 
thereforc often the gentile Weatben Nations which in the dayes 
of the old Teſtament belonged not to the viſible Church, 
are called the world in Contradiſtintion to the Jews, who 
were once the only Church and people of God upon Earth, whieh | 


L os rape we may obſerve ] giveth the true Interpreta« 
tion of thoſe by the Arminians much abuſed Scriptures, which 


ſpeak of 'Chrifts dying for rhe world, But to-ſay, that the per- 
' B a | ſons 


eA diſcour ſe Concerning . 


ſons in Queſtion, and their Chi'd-en are of the. world only, is in 
Effe& to ſay, that they are viſioly the Devil, and none of the 
Lords Children, or that they are only the viſible members of 
Satans, and not of Chriſts Kingdome, for Satan isthe. Pr 41cs aud 
Cod of this yorld, John 1 4.32. 2 Cor.4. 4. 

6 Either the perſons 1n- Queſtion, 2nd their Children are with- - 
$n the Pale of the vitible Chu:ch, orclfe they are amongſt thoſe, 


whom the Scripture doth ſtyle Ts £@ thoſe that are without, 
3 Cor.5*i12,13. Col 45. The viſible Chnrch is compared to an 
houſe, lt is Gols houle and Chciſts houſe. The Temple in re- 
ſpe of both the Courts of ir was Þ as Divines conceive] a 
Type hercof, thence the Courts of the Temple were not covered 
bur -pen, thereby ſignifying the 24ſobility of the Church, Now as, 
for Heathens, ldolaters,&c.tbey are out of this houſe,they have 
no ſtanding in the Courts of theLord. They do not ſtand within thy 
gares O'ernſaiem, But ſhill we ſay thas concerning all thoſe de- 
ſcribed in the Propficioa? This 1s to fay, that they are dogy, 
Math. 15.26,27. Rev.22. 15. And indeed to deny unto them title 
toBaptilme 1s practically andConfequentially to affirm no le's,as 
will appear tO him that well conſidereth and compareth theſe 
Scripture*, Rev.22.15. 1Cer.7: 14. with Iſai.;2.1, Math.z 6. 

7. They that are truz worſhippers do belong to the viſible 
Church, A falſe Church is a Company of falſe worſhippers; and 


: vide O "AL R x 
Theol. & mornet (1) a true Church is a Company of true worſhippers. But we can- 


Treatof Charca yt ſay of the perſon; in Queſtion that they are falſe worſhippers, 
for the y worfkip the true Q0d only, and that ia no other wayes 
or means, then what himſelf hath inſtituted, therefore ſarely 
they belong to the viſible Church, and conſcquen.ly have right to 
Baptilme. ; 


Ch. I, pag-lo, 


CHAP. 111. 


Second Argument is proiuced, vir. becauſe 

A the perſons 1m queſtion are vi fpble Believerg, 
which is demonſtrated, 1. In that they are nor 
Infidels, 2 dly, Elſe there is no hope of Salwatie 

on Elther of them or theirs. 3. Th-y are part as 
kers of thoſe gifts of the Spirit woich are p: cue 
liar to ChriStians. 4. T be acrift are calls oh 

; ons 


the Subje@ of Baptiſme. . 
' ſon» ſo qual pd a5 1s bn the Propoſition expreſ- 
ſc, b:lievers when is (bowed in ſundry pa HCus 
las. 5+» The yerjons in Q iejpion are juſtly 5th- 
led Diſciples or Chrij1tan»,and therefore ave ber 
lievers, and bapit;ab.e. 


Having endexvoured to clear the firlt Argument, we proceed 
unt9 a ſecond 4nd. tha: (hall be, becauſe tae perſons in Queſtion 
are viſible belicycrs, The Argument Rtands thus, wiſiole believers 
bav? right ts Baptiſm: for themſelves and theirs. But the perlons 
in Queſtion are viſible believes... Ergo. 

The Propoſition ( at leaft (9 far as it conceras perſons Adult ] is 
yieldeJ on all hands. Yea, .even thoſe ctiat do miſtake, and ſo 
pervect this principle, yec acknowledge that where there 1s fiith, 
there ought to be Baptiſme. Buc that Faith waich giveth righr to 
Baptiſne | iv foro Eccleſie ] as to us is not invilible faith, But 
the viſtailicy of faith is that whica we mult procced upon as to - 
the Ad niniftration of this Ordinance. It is ſaid that Simon Magus 
believed & was baptiz-d, AQts 8.1 3.he was not baptized upon the 
account of an inviſible and ſaving faith whereof he was deftitate, 
but becauſe he was a viſible believer. And the like may be ſaid con- 
cerning many thouſands,that were baptizzd by I»hþnZBaptif Stihe An 
paſtl.s : We proceed then to theAſſamprion, which is thus demon= 
Nrated. The perſons inQueſtion are either yifible believers orlofi - , 
dels, TheScripture acknowledgeth no med:wm between theſe two, 


but men ate either belieycrs or Infidels,the Greek word 471745 
ufcd thronghout the NewTeſtament,for unbelievey & or! [nfidel is 
the ſane, That word which in ſorae places is tranſlaced unb. liever, 
is elſewhere 'rendred Infidel. | Confeſs that ſome men who pre- 
tend to be of the Chriſtian belief, have not right to Baptiſme, be. 
cauſe they are [1n/dels in practice, and thoſe are the worſt of 1«- 
fidelr, 1 Tim'5,8.. But when a man isnot an L»fde! neither as ro 
his Profcrſion nor as to his pra Rice, the Scrip:ure calls him « Be- 
Vizver, or x0 Infidel. Now can aoy fay concerning the perſons in 
Queſtion that they are I»figels, or that they are in che ſame con- 
dition with the unbclieving Jews, or Turks, or other Heathens. 
How harſh,yea,how horrid is that affirmation which aſſerecth all 
the Children in Queſtion to be in the ſame tae with the Chil- 
din gf Tucks, Taitars, or Cannad1ls, yet if they be not viſible 

B3g. believers 


i BuxtforfLexic. 
Thalmud. p,407. 


ſ 


{ vide Twiſſe 
contre Coryin. 
P+ 3 0» &c, lege 
etiamCameranis, 
UDitpur. Cum 
Conreellio. 


Iyide Heb,6.4, 
cum verhon Sy- 
riac.& Scorſi 
Not. in Fheo- 


nabaptiſma 
Thick» 9s 


phen.Homij,zy,) 
S, 8. Vols de A- 


xd : 
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| believers, or if they have not right to Baptiſme they are in .uc 


ſame Conditton with Jews and lurks, and {nch ike Heatheniſh 
Infidels, In a word to deny them right to Bapti/me ( the Goſpel 
Circumciſion ) 15 to make them to be not 1/7 ac/#t-s, but Egypiians, 
Joſh. 5.9. The.ticbrew Doctors (ay of thoſe :wo Kites of Cir- 
cumc:ſion and Baprijme that wboſoever ſhall negic@ entber of thens 
15 n0t 10 be accounted a Proſelite, 

2, lfthe perſons in Queſtion be all out of the number of viſible 
belicyers, then there is no rational ground of cbaritabie hope con- 
cerning che Salvation of any of them or theirs, As tor unbeevers 
the word is plain, that they ſhall have their portion 4» tha; Lake 
which burns wh fire, Rev.a1.$. Mark,16,16, Nor is 1t any ri- 
gid, Principle in them who affirme that no charity binds us ro be- 
hieve that ( 4 ) the Children of Iafidels are ſayed, we find in Scrip- 
ture that God gaye expreſs Command, not only that @Lauit per- 
ſons amonglt the Heathen Nations but that their / the owes alſo 
fhould be deſtroyed, ſee Numb. 31.147. Deut.20.16,17. and 33. 
32.13. Jolh,7.15, 16, And they arc pronounccd happy that 
ſhould daſh ghe liccie ones of Babylon againſt the ttones, #/a1.137. 
9. Which manifcfts that ſuch lictle ones are nor ſaved. But who 
dare conclude thus concerning atl the Children in Queſtion, or 
conceraiug this or that particular amongſt them ? 

3. They partake io the ſpecial gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, I mean 
ſuch ſpiritual gitts as are peculiar unto Chriſtians, therefore are 
they bclicvers, and haye right to Baptiſme, - &s 10,45. and 17, 
15. Aﬀcnt unto the MyRtery of the Goſpel is a great gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, even more then flcſh and blood can attain unto, 
Math.216.17. And doth not the Apoſtle declare that they that ds 
in a ſerious manner profeſs that eſs is the Lord have in ſome ſort 
received the Holy Ghoſt, and he oppoſeth ſuch unto Geuriles, or 
unbelievers, x C©0r.12.2,3. Ina word, the perſons in Queftion 
are i//uminated with the knowledge of Chriſt, which Illumination 


'isagceat gift of the Holy Spirit, and one Character of a viſible 


belicver, Hb. 19.32. the believing Hebrews are ealled illumina- 
ted ones, Drup#3 his note on the place is that theſe iluminati 


were indeed BaptiJati, thereforc Pars is uſcd for Baptiſme 3 


and 7@TiCa for baptizo, and we know that (1)the Antient Church 
is wongx tO expreſs Baptiſme by the term of Ylumingtion, _ 
4. 


the Subje of Baptiſme, 


4» The Scripture calls perſons ſq ulified as is in the Pcopofi- 
tion expreſſed, believers. For xs. They arc in the Scripture ſaid to 
have Faith, or to be believers, who do make an open- Profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Religion before the world, not everting the reali- 
ty of that Profeiſion by any praQtice inconſiſtent therewith, 
Ads $5.14. 1 Cor,.12,13,14,15. But thus it is withthe perſons 
in Queſtion, 

2, They that do give up themſelyes of: Lord, and to his 
people, are 1n Scripture phraſe believers. Thus the believing 
Hacedonans are delcribed 2 Cor.8.5. they' gave their own ſelves 
to the Lord, and to us by the will of God, Now this deſcription 
of a believer doth 9, ne the perſons i Queftion ; for it is ex- 

refly affirmed in the Propoſition that they muſt giye up theme 
Fees andtbeir Chilaren to the Lord, and ſubjed th:mſelyes to tbe 
Gov:rnment of ChriJF in bis Church, © b 
 $. It is yet further evident that the perſons we ſpeak of are 
viſible believers, becauſe they are Diſciptes. Diſciples and bez- 
lievers are the ſame, Lf we ſearch the Scriptures we ſhall find that 
believers and diſgigles are Synon1umews, ACS 4.32 with 6,2. and 
13 48,52. and x5. 9,10. atid' r9»1,2, They that belong to Chriſt 
are diſciples, as is.clear beyond diſputeþy comparing Aath- 10. 
42. with" Adayk. $9.41. New the Clilgren in Queſtion belong 
to Chriſt, all of them viſibly, aod ſome of them really and ſaving- 
ly, therefore are they diſciples, and therefore belicvers unto whom 
Baptiſme doth of right appecrain. Belidey, they that do ſubject 
themſelves to Chrifts di:cipline cannorwith any colour of reaſon 
be.cxcluded from diſcipleſhip, but this is in the Propoſecion affirmed 
of thoſe in. Controverſy! Yet again they , that are juſtly ftiled 
Ctriftiavs are diſciples, AQts 14.26. Now thus are the perſons in 
Queſtion. | Indeed if theſe Children are not to be nominated 
Ch-i#t:anz, it they be ſuch, as thar if we ſpeakin the Scripture 
diate, we may not lawfully ſtyle them Chriſtians, then are 
they not meet to be baptized; but on the other hand, if they be 
( and ovghrby us to b: accounted) Chriſtians, then rhe with- 
helding Baptiſme from multitudes ef ſuch perſons, is uojuſtify- 
able, and will one day appear to be (inful, 


M Diſcourſe concertiing 


CHAP. TV. 


T He third Argument produced that thoſe 


© walsfications whicb aid give right to Cir 
eumciſion ao give right to Baytiſme, thjs 


| ww is evident, ( 1.) Becanſe'B aptiſme 
hk 


ccerds Circumciſion, as #t is proved from 
Col,2.11.12. ane fromthe great Analogy 
and reſemblance that is beiween Circumciſion 
8nd Baptiſme. | 1.) Circumched perſons 
-were ſolemnly Contecrated unto God which is 
Eleared from Exod 4.25. that T ext is windis 
eared from theStnſe commonly put upon it,ſo in 
Baptiſme, [2 | Circumcifien did mtimate 
" #bat our Nature is Corrupt, ſo Baptiſm, 
[3. ]JE1rcumciſion 41d ſeal Kegeneration proved 
from Scripture,ſoBapriſme, 
2.The Propofuion proved by comparing the 
ualificationsentitling 'to Circamciſiin with 
3bo/e ;bat give right ts Baptiſme. | 
'2. An Everlaſfting Ing agement or Covenant - 
20 become. the Lords Servants was required in 
order 10Circumcifion,ſhewed by manyScriptures, 
ſo concerning Baptiſme. 
s. In Adult perſons Hiſtorical Faith waz re- 


' - gttirtdbeforeCircumcifion,foconeerning Baptiſm, 


3- Aprofeſſion of the N ame of tne true God, 
and of the only true Religion, ſo concerning Bap- 


* ' $iſme, That phraſe of baptizing mto the Name of 


ano; berexplained, Bapriiſme the mark of Chrifti. 
anity they are dectivedtbat think that Cirruggci- 
Jon aid ſeal only temporal promiſes,or that meey 


"natural deſcentfrom Abrabem gave right thre- 


unto, The Aſſ«mrtion,viz.that the per ſons in 


Lueſtion have thoſ- Qualifications that did give 
right 10 Circum.iſion evinced. [ 1, In that 


they are in Covenant with God, proved by five 


Reaſons. [ 2+ | They bave an Hiſtorical Faith, 


3. They 


the Subje@ of Baptiſme, 'F3 
3. T hiy maks an ogen profeſſion of the t»u; Religi- 
#% and that for ought any thing do:b appear to the 
Comrary in ſincerity. A greaitObjittion again? 
this Argument ConfSdered and - vſwered,- 
We come now to a third Argument for the demonſtration of 

-the Truth beiore us, which is thus diſpoſed, 

-T boſe( m  Qualifigarions which did give right to Ciicurncifion,do giug mHoic Argumen 
1ig be 10Baptiſmes But tbe perſons in queſtion eveu Pe: ents Children mapagiite refs 
bave thoſe Qualifications which did gwe right to Circumciſion, Ergy four Whitevr: 

The Pr6polinion is evident, ( 1. ) becauſe Baptilme ( n) con- 
eth in-the room of Gircumagoni, Either Baptlitime' doth ſo, er {7 _—_ 16, 
ſomething elſc is inſtitured ro ſucceed Circumcilion, or elſe we 
mu ſay there is no Ordinance at all given to Believers inſtead 
thereof, But ncither of theſe latter may be affirmed, therefore is 
the former true. Beſides that Scripture, Col. z. : i, 1 2.:doth clear- 
ly intimate, that Bapriſme doth ſucceed Circumciſion, the place 
hath / 0) been abungantly vindicated by others notwithftand- 
iog the. gloſſes of Antipzdo-Baprifts. put upoa it, therefore we , g., rorves de 
ſhall net infift here, only chus mucb ſhall be ſaid, It is evident thay Jutit o. x35 - 
-the Apoſtle in tha« Context is labouriog to deliver the Chriſtian 5: Noam Bapt.. 
Coloſhans from thoſe Impoſitions and lImpgſtures which were F-422.2*-Homes 

-put upon them, by ſome falſe and Jewiſh Teachers, who hag'ce- og rid Mee 
duced them under legal bondage, andin ſpecial tothe Obſerygti. C2betn50, 
'on of Circumciſion. The Argument *which be uſcth to unde- MrEotro0p.1 27 
ccive them, is that they had Compleatiicls in Chriſt ;-for they no ps 

had in him Circumciſion, which is « X#PT9mT9; wade without —— E” 
bands, or inward Circumciſion, True mightthey fay. Butſo had y.eghams dif- 
e1brabam and the Fathers after bim, yet they had 8n oatwazra pare wich Mr. 
Ocdinance applyed to them alſo'; 'ſo have you r00 faith the Apo- TELE: 
ile, for 30s are buried with him m Baptiſme, wherein | alſo Jeu 

are rIſen with bim, So thatin your Baptiſme you have a — 

priviledge belongingro you, even an Ordinance that doth hid 

forth unto you not only mort: fecation(buried with him inBaptiſme ) 58... 
as Circumciſion did, but allo v424fication, yourarc-riſen with him 

ſo that in Chriſt you are Compleat partaking of the Subſtance al 
Circumciſion and more too, and therefore'why ſhould you ob- 

ſerve Circumciſion ſtill? This is the Apoſtles lcope,und'tis Rea- 

foning is ſtrong and lrrefragable. However no man (17 Sew 


but that the Apoltle dill yading from the profiies 1 7% ne; 1, 
_ - * : * 
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"EEE 


| Pcbathas 4.e. an eſpouled 
one, quia Circumeiſimiy die, Deo guaſs deſponſutuy, becauſe when 


| he is Circamciſed, 'be is ſolemnly eſpouſed to the true God, This 


I take to be the" Intendment and Interpretation of that difficult 
.place, Ex04.4.2 5. our verſion ( which many Expoſitors follow ) 
carryes it asif thoſe words of Zipporat were ſpoken to her buf- 
band e Moſes, whom ſhe out of Enmity again that ſacred rite of 
Circumcylion called a bloody buſsand, - But I conceive' that our 


tranſlation doth not Cxons Tvy 2141 bitupon the truc ſcaſe of 
them. | 

7, Becanſe the Hebrews never call an huſband by the name 
of -Chathan, after the ſeyen dayes of.Eſpouſal are over, therefore 
Zippo ab having beermarryed ſore years could not now call her 
baſband by that Name, 

2. Zipporabs Father Iethro being a Midianite deſcended from 
Adraham, and a godly man alſo, he muſt needs keep up Circum- 
Cifion, in his Family, ſo that his D wghter could not be offe 14ed 
at that, yea, Antieac Hitories a5qu4nt us thit the Arabians 
( Z'pporab was an Arabeſs | did never wholly omit that rite. 


Circumciſed wm his tim: fo all m:n know that the Turks who 
pretend adeſcent from Abrabamn are at this day. 
$. lt is goc probable that Z:ipporab would have dared to reyile 
hec haſband, whco ihe ſaw the Lord in the room ready to kill 
him. - ? | 
"'4-. The Angel went away, when, © q ] or b=caſe ſh: ſaid 
Cathan damimn, ver. 26, Now it is ao; licely that the Angel 
would d-{1t from his accem »: of fliying AM fer, b:cxu eof his 
wiycs iavectives azaialt hec huſoand, but when (h- did lolema'y 
| | TSS ; Pr09uuice 


the Subje# of Baptiſme. 'v$ 
pronounce the Child to be a Circumeiſed one, this aaight well be 
tiace the neglect of that Ordinance was the cauſe of this threat« 
ncd death, | 

5. Not only the Hebrews, but the Arabians (of whom it was , yiz. 24;.. 
ſaid Zipporab was) are wontto calla (xr) newly Circumciſed «ler. Penrag lor, 
perſon by the Name of Chathan. This] lnterpretation is follow- "{R Einaile 
ed by Oukslos, Elias in Tiſhbi, eAbenezra, and other Jewiſh (1 
Expoſitors; And by Druſias Meade, Chr. Carrwright,&&c. Hence V 
is that Iob. 1.12. we are tory [not of blood ] but of God, bc. b.e. 
( +) our being Circumciſcd and reckoned amongſt the Childreo of 
God, is not enough except we partake of a Divine and ſpiritual Ku Cape | 
Regeneration, ' This may be the Reaſon why Circumciſed per- * 
{ons are ſtyled the Chilaren of Godi The Hebrews were wont to 
call thoſe that were peculiarly devoted to this or that, the Chi/#rm 
of that which they were devoted unto, Hence are thoſe phra- 
les of the $91 of perdition, Childof death, Children of the Bride» 
groom, &c. Beza in Mat.#. i 2. The Sume js,in Circumciliun there 
is a ſolemn Conſecration of the Soul ro-the true God.  There- 
fore is that phraſe, Jer. 4.4. Circumtiſt your ſelves.1. 8. give your 
ſe!ves as every true penetent doth to fbe Lord, ſo that Circumcti- 
ſion noterh Conſccration to the Lord. Mence a mans hired 
Servants were not Circumciſed, but only bis Children, or his 
bonght Servants, the Reaſon was becauſe he had not an abſolute 
Power over tholc, as he had oyer theſe, ro dedicate thera te the 
uſe and Seryice of the trae God, But thus it 15 in Baptilme, the 
baptiza'e is given, Confecratgd, and eſpouſed ro Chriſt, yea, a 
Chriſtian 1s one whois (t ) fred, i, &. dedicated 2» the Lord, t tr. 
Rom 12 2. Fronithe abuſe of this Truth hath ſprung that Super- T7 
ſtition of baprizing Alters, Bel!s, Churches ſo cailed, thereby to t.jgh.crivic. ge 
Ponify iter Conſecration and dedicatiog to the Service of rhe 
Lo:J Now as by he Straw and Stubbie we may gariter wiizt 
k-:4 of grzin was in the Field, f:r even thoſe Enwe: tittions ſhow 
that Conlecration to the Service of Chrift Igg'e cling Ig: yed 
by D1prilme, 

2. Ci:.cuni{io1 dd intimate tat our ratu'c 15 corrupt Ing) dee 
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1:0, I... 5. Therefore eh Jaws callel the 11 of nvice A / p 
Pe; uli4n , Of unci ctinifiaon frim Neut.10.16 WON 11 
Tra, $i.vedl, C. rr. to that Quzltion vben an Infant maybe 
mad: partzker of the wo:ld tecomne? the Aniyrer given if, N76 
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believers, or if they have not right to Baptiſme they are in .uc 
ſame Conditton with Jews and Lurks, and inch like Heatheniſh 
Infidels, In a wordto deny them right to Bapti/me ( the Goſpel 
Circumciſion ) 15 to make them to be not 1ſr acites, but Egypiians, 
Joth, 5.9. The.ticbrew Doctors (7}ay of thoſe :wo Kites of Cir= 
cumciſion and Baprijme that whoſoever ſhall negic@ entber of thens 
15 not to be accounted a Proſelite, 

2. Ifthe perſons in Queſtion be all out of the number of viſible 
belicyers, then there is no rational ground of cbaritabie hope Con- 
cerning che Salvation of any of them or theirs, As tor unbeevers 
the word is plain, that they ſhall have their portion 5» thar Lake 
which burns with fire, Rev.,21.8. Mark,16.16, Nor is it any ri- 
gid, Principle in them who affirme that no charity binds us ro be- 
heve that ( 4 ) the Children of Infidels are ſaycd, we find in SCrip- 
ture that God gaye expreſs Command, not only that &,Caui per- 
ſons amonglt the Heathen Nations but that their / tle owes alſo 
fhould be deſtroyed, ſee Numb. 31.17. Devt.20.16,17. and 33. 
32.13. Jolh.7.15, 16, And they arc pronounced happy that 
ſhould daſh ghe liccie ones of Babylon againſt the itones, #/ai.137. 
9. Which manifefts that ſuch lictle ones are nor ſaved. But who 
dare conclude thus concerning all the Children in Queſtion, or 
conceraiug this or that particular amongſt them ? 

3. They partakeio the ſpecial gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, I mean 
ſuch ſpiritual gitts as are peculiar unto Chriſtians, therefore are 
they believers, and haye right to Baptiſme, - &s 10,45. and x3, 
15. Aﬀent unto the Myſtery of the Gojpel is a great gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, even more then fleſh and blood can atcain unto, 
Math.26.17, And doth not the Apoſtle declare that they that de 
in a ſcrious manner profeſs that feſws is the Lord have in ſome ſort 
received the Holy Ghoſt, and he oppoſeth ſuch unto Gevriles, or 
unbelievers, 3 C0r.12.2,3, Ina word, the perſons in Queſtion 
are i//uminated with the knowledge of Chriſt, which Illumination 
is a great gift of the Holy Spirit, and one Character of a viſible 
believer, Hcb+1 0.32. the belieying Hebrews are called illſumina- 
ted ones, Drup#s hisnote on the place is that theſe illuminati 


were indeed Bapt1Jati, therefore PaTIWHIS is uſcd for Baptilme 3 


, and F@TiCa for baptizo, and we know that (1)the Antient Church 
A- is Wont tO expreſs Baptiſme by the term of illumination, of 
; 4+ 


the Subje@ of Baptiſme, 


4» The Scripture calls perſons {2 q rlificd as is in the P,opofi- 
tion expreſſed, believers. For g. They arc in the Scripture ſaid to 
have Faith, or to be believers, who do make an open- Profeſſion 
ofthe Chriſtian Religion before the world, not everting the reali- 
ty of that Profeiſion by any praCtice inconfiſtent therewith, 
Ads $.14. 1 Cor,7.12,13,14,1 5. But thus it is with the perſons 
in Queſtion. 

2, They thai do give up themſelves tile Lord, and to his 
people, are 1n Scripture pbraſe belicyers. Thus the believing 
Hacedonians are delcribed 2 Cor.B8.5. they gave their own. ſelves 
to the Lord, and to ws by the will of God, Now this deſcription 
of a believer doth oo the perſons in Queſtion ; for it is ex- 

refsly affirmed in the Propoſition that they muſt grye up chem- 
Plus and their Children to the Lord, and ſubje th:mſelyes to abe 
Gov:rnment of C brit in bis Church, © , 
© $5. It is yet further eyident that the perſons we ſpeak of are 
viſible believers, becauſc they are Diſciples. Diſciples and be- 
lievers are the ſame, Lf we ſearch the Scriptures we ſhall find that 
believers and diſgigles are Syn9nimeus, ACts' 4.32 with 6.2. and 
13 48,52. and 15.9,10. atid' T9.r,2. They that belong to Chriſt 
are diſciples, as is.clear beyond diſpute by comparing Aath- 1 0. 
42. with Adark. $9.41. Now the Cliilgren in Queſtion belong 
to Chriſt, all of them viſibly, aud ſome of them really and ſaving- 
ly, therefore are they diſciples, and therefore belicvers unto whom 
Baptiſme doth of right appectain. Beſides they that do ſubject 
themſelves to Chriſts ab-cipline cannorwith any colour of reaſon 
be.cxduded from aiſcipleſs1p, but this is in the Propoſicion affirmed 
of thoſe in” Controyerly' Yet again they, that are juſtly filed 
Clri/tiavs are diſciples, ARs 11.26. Now thus are the perſons in 
Queſtion. Indecd if theſe Children are not to be nominated 
Ch-ift:anz, it they be ſuch, as that if we ſpeakin the Scripture 
diate, we may not lawfully ſtyle them Chriſtians, then arc 
they not meet to be baptized; but on the other hand, if they be 
( and ought by us to bs accounted ) Chriſtians, then rhe with- 
helding Baptiſme from multitudes ef ſuch perſons, is unjuſtify- 
able, and will oneday appear to be (inful, 
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He third Argamert proauced that thoſe 
© walifications which dtd give right to Cre 
eumciſion ao give right to Baytiſme, thjs 
ME ropoſttion is evident, ( 1.) BecanſeB aptiſme 
I Circumciſion , as 1; proved from 
Col.2.11.12. ana fromthe great Analogy 
and reſemblance that is between C tIrcumCciſion 
and Baptiſme. | 1. } Circumched perjons 
-were ſolemnly Coniecrated unto God whichis 
cleared from Exod 4.25. that T ex is windie 
eared fron, the Senſe commonly put upoy it,ſo in 
Baptiſme, ['2- | Circumcifion did mtimate 
' #hat our Nature is Corrupt, ſo Baptiſm. 
[3. ]C1rcumcifion did ſeal kegeneration proved 
from Scripture,ſp Bapriſmee, 
2.The Propoſuion proved by comparing the 
ualificationsentitling 'ts Circumciſion with 
#ho/e ;bat give right ts Baptiſme. 
1. An Everlafting [ng agement or Covenant 
20 become. the Lords Servants was required in 
order 10Circumcifion,ſhewed by manyScriptures, 
ſo concerning Baptiſme. 
s. In Adult perſons Hiſtorical Faith waz re- 
' tired beforeCircumcifion,ſoconeerning Baſtiſm, 
3. Aprofeſſion of the N ame of the true God, 
and of the only true Religion, ſo concerning Bay- 
 Fiſme, That phraſe of baptizing mto the Name of 
ano; berex plained, Baptiſme the mark of Chrii#1- 
anity,they are dectivedthat think.that Circugscis 
fon did ſeal only temporal promiſes,or that meer 
"natural deſcentfrom Abraham gave right there- 
unto, The Af,mrtion,viz.that the perſons in 
Lueſtion have theſ. Qualifications (bat did give 
right 10 Circum. tſionevinced. |[ 1, In that 
they are in Covenant with God, proved by five 
. » Reaſons. [ 2. | They have an Hiſtorical Faith. 
| 3. They 


X 
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» 
the Sibje@ of Baptiſme; 'F3 
3. T hiy maks an ogen profeſſion of the tyuc Religi- 
%% and that for ougbt any thing do:b appear to the 
Contrary in ſincerity. A greatObjiftion again 


this Argument: Confidered and - oſwered, 
We come now to a third Argument for the' demonſtration of 


-the Truth beiore us, which is thus diſpoſed, 
-Thoſe( m, Qualifigarions which did give right to Circurcifion,do giv mHoic Argue 


n 
oO 10N es A 


/ 1igbt 10Baptiſme, But the perſons in queſtion eveuPe ents Children nabeptifie refie 


bave thoſe Qualifications which did gre right to Circumciſion, Ergy feat Whitevr, 
The Pr6polinion is evident, ( 1. ) becauſe Baptiſme ( ») conm- _—_ 

eth in-the room of Gircumagoni.Either Baptlime' doth ſo, er 17, 11. ch. 16. 
ſomething elſc is inſtitured ro ſucceed Curcumcition, or elſe we 

mu ſay there is no Ordinance at all- given to Believers inſtead 

thereof, But ncither of theſe latter may be affirmed, therefore is 

the former true. Beſides that Scripture, C0. 2. « 1, 1 2.:doth clear- 

ly intimate, that Baptiſme doth ſucceed Circumciſion, the place 

hath /o) been abungantly vindicated by others notwithſtang- 

ing the. gloſſes of Antipzdo-Bapriſts. put upoa it, therefore we , Sep Forbes de 
ſhall net infift here, only thus mucb ſhall be ſaid, Iris evident thay Juitit o. 225+ 
'the Apoſtle in thas Context is labouriog to deliver the Chriſtian 5* For nag 
Coloſhans from thoſe Impoſitions and Impgſtures which were -129;2" Homes 
put upon them, by ſome falſe and Jewiſh Teachers, who hag'ce. Rofp. 118 mr. 
duced them under legal bondage, andin ſpecial tothe Obſerygti. £2Pec2-190, 
'on of Circumciſion. The Argument 'which be uſcth to unde- MrEottonp.1 27 
ccive them, is that they had Compleatnels in Chriſt : for they ——_—— 
had in him Circumciſion, which is « y#poTomTe; made wubout ——_— of 
bands, or inward Circumciſion. Frue mightthey ſay. Butſo hag 3 
efbrabam and the Fathers after bim, yet they had an vatward pate with Mr, 
Ocdinance applyed to them alſo; 'ſo have you too ſaith the Apo- Baie 
ſtle for J04 are buried with him m Baptiſm, wherein [ alſo ] > 

are riſen with bim, $0 that in your Biptiſme you have a — 


- Priviledge belongingrto you, even an Ordinance that doth hold 


forth unto you not only m9rtsfication(buried with him inBaptiſme) *. 
as Circumciſion did, but allo vizfication, younre-riſen with him © 
ſo that in Chriſt you are Compleat partaking of the Subſtance of 
Circumciſion and more too, and therefore why ould you ob- 
ſerve Circumciſion ſtill? This is the Apoſties ſcope,and his Re a- 
foning is ſtrong and lrrefragable. However no man can dery 
but chat che Apoltle diff gading from tho proftino 0655 1, 
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tells thera of their Baptiſze, and wby ſhould he do ſo, if this do 
not come in the room of that ? And doth( þ )not the Apoltle Pe- 
ter allud; anto Gicumciſien, when heexprefſeth the external Bap- 
tiſme, by the putting away of the filtb of the fleſh, Pet. 3.21.But the 
truth of this is farther manifeſted fram che great Anajogy and 
Agreement, which is ( without any [traiging of Notions ) to be 0b- 


ſerved between theſe,two Ordinacces,, E. G. (1.) In that Cir- 


cumcilgd perſons were ſolemnly dedicated and conſecrated to 
God, {0 as to become his devoted Servants, yea,they were eſpou- 
{ed to the Ged of Abrabam, Iſaac,8 Jatob : Hence a Circamciſcd 
perſon was called by the Name of 7" Pcbathas 4.e. an eſpouſed 


one, quia Circumciſmiy die, Deo guaſtdeſponſutur, becauſe when 


| he is Circamciſed, 'be is ſolemnly eſpouſed to the true God . This 


I take to be the [ntendment and Interpretation of that difficult 
place, Ex04.4.2. our verſion ( which many Expoſitors follow ) 
carrycs it asif thoſe words of Zipporas were ſpoken to her huf+ 
band e Hoſes, whom ſhe out of Enmity againft that ſacred rite of 
Circumciſion called a bloody biuſsand, - But I conceive' that' our 


tranſlation dothnot oxons Tvy 4141 birupon the truc ſenſe of 
them. | | 
7. Becauſe the Hebrews never call an huſband by the name 


- .of-Chathan, after the ſeyen dayes of. Eſpouſal are over, therefore 


Zippor ah haviog been'marryed ſome years could not now call her 
baſband by that Name, 

2. Zipporabs Father Iethro being a Midianite deſcended from 
Adrabam, and a godly man alſo, he muſt needs keep up Circum- 


. cifion, in his Family, fo that his Dxughter could not be offe1ded 
at that, yea, Antieat: Hiftories agquunr us- thit the Arabians 


(Z'pporab was an Arabeſs |] did never wholly omit that rite, 
Not only Herodotus,bat loſephus affi-ms'that thelſhmaelites were 
Circumciſed ia bis tim2:, ſo all mzq know that the Turks who 
pretend a deſcent from Abrabamn are at this day. 

3. lt is doc probable that Zipporab would have dired to reyile 


- hec huſband, wheo ihe ſaw the Lord in the room ready to kill 


him. . af; 430 
**4. The Angel went away, when, 7 q ] or b2caaſe ſhe ſaid 
Cathan damin, ver..26, Now it is aoc lixely that the Angel 
would d:f1# from his accem »: of fliying M ſer, b:cau e of his 
wiycsiavectives azaialt hec haſoand, but when (he did folemn'y 
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the Subje& of Baptiſme. 

pronounce the Child ta be a Circumeiſed one, this aaight well be 
tiace the neglect of that Ordinance was the cauſe of this threat« 
ncd death, | 

5. Not only the Hebrews, but the Arabians (of whom it was 
ſaid Zipporab was) are wont to calla (yr) newly Circumciſed 
perſon by the Name of Chathan, This; laterpretation is follow- 
ed by Oukslos, Elias in Tiſhbi, eAbenezra, and other Jewiſh 
Expoſitors; And by Druſiss Meade, Chr. Cartwright,&c. Hence 
is that Ib. 1.12, we are born [not of blood ]| but of God, bc. b.e. 
( +) our being Circumciſed and reckoned amongſt the Childreo of 
God, is not enough except we partake of a Divine and ſpiritual 
Regeneration. This may be the Reaſon why Ciroumciſed per- 
{ons are ſtyled the' Chilaren of God; The Hebrews were wont to 
call thoſe that were peculiarly devoted to this or that, the Chi/#rm 
of that which they were devoted unto» Hence are thoſe phra- 
les of 1he $01 of perdition, Childofe death, Children of the Bride» 
£room, &c. Bezain Mat.#. i 2. The Sume js,in Circumciliun there 
is a ſolemn Conſecration of che Soul ro-the true God. © Therc- 
fore is that phraſe, Jer. 4.4. Circumtiſt your ſelves.3. 8. give your 


» Vide Schin- 
dler. Pentag lot, 
XR, Kimchiin 
Radice. 
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v. Ludovy, Cape 


Pel. in los, 


ſelves az every true penetent doth to fbe - Lord, ſo that Circumct- 


ſon noterh Conſecration to the Lord, Hence a mans hired 
Servants were not Circumciſed, but only bis Children, or his 
bonght Servants, the Reaſon was becauſe he had not an abſolute 
Power oyer tholc, ashe had over theſe, ro dedicate thera te the 
uſe and Seryice of the trae God, But thus it 15 in Baptiſme, the 
baptizate is given, Conlecratgd, and efpouſed to Chriſt, yea, a 
Chriſtian is one whois ( t ) offered, i, e. dedicated 29 the Lord, 
Rom 12. 2. Fronithe abuſe of this Truth hath fprung that Super- 
ſition of baptizing Alters, Bel!s, Churches ſo cailed, thereby to 
gnify their Conſecretion and dedicatiog to the Service of the 
Lord Now as by the Straw and $tubble we may gather what 
k::d of grain was in the Field, fo even thoſe Supeiftitions ſhew 
that Conlecration to the Service of Chriſt igge ching ſigaiſyed 
by B1prilme, 

2. Cicuncifiond d intimate that our rature'ts corrupt and de- 
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lcd, Io. cs. 5, Therefore the Jew: calle the 111 of ne 
Pr; IUESY 39 » Or ni »ctf21 fr in Deut.10.16. v7 
Trait. $:3.ved, C. 11. to thit Qu:ilhon when an lnfint may be 
mzde partzker of the wo:id tecome? the Anime7 give \is, 1 
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Leigh.Critic.fic, 
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xv. Aint worth 
ay Gen. 17-4. 
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fently after heis. Circumciſed; Circamciſion being admitted as g 
8a of the taking away by grace the evil nature in man. And in 
Anſwer hereunto ( « } this Coriuption of nature is by the Apoſtle 


called £zpBun &, uncircumciſion, Col. 2.13, but the like may be 
alficmed coecerning Biptiſme, Eph,ge 24. Tit. 3.5. Heb. 10.22, 
3. Circumciſion did ſeal and ſignify Converſien and Regene- 
ration, Rom,2.28,29. Hence when inthe dayes of the Jewiſh 
Churca agy. of thc Heathen Nations _ Prolclyted and joyned 
ro the Church were thereupon Circumciled and baptized, they 
called them 8ew b9rn. In which ceſpc& Chriſt may well upbraid 
N'.codemes for his not underſtanding what was ſpokea to him coa- 
ccrning the new b:rth, Joh.3.10,. Art thaw a Maſter in 1/rael and 
knows aot theſe tbings,q. d. Art thou a Rabbi. and yet underſtan- 
deft notthe true, meaning of theſePhraſe;,and of the rites that are 
Cuſtomary in your Church? And bence alſo is that Deut. 30.6, 
I will-Crrcumcife thy beart. and the beart of thy Seed, &c. which 
doth manifeſt that Eircumciſion was a Seal of Regeneration, and 


* In other places the Scripture ſpeaketh of the Circumci/ion of the 


2. 


wv. Gitakcr, 
M1icei, Cn,2S, 


beart, becauſe the #«twarh$ Circumciſion made with hands, was 
a ſign of the j»ward Circumciſion made without any hands, but 
that-of the Spirir, ſa doth the Apaltle plainly teach ys that Cir- 
cymciſion ſignifyed the putting off. che body of che Sus of the fleſh, 
Col,z-a. Now the very ſame thing is fignifycd in Baptiſme, 
even a mortifying of the old man, Rom. 6, z,4, 5,6. therefore is it 
called the Laver of Regeneration, Tit. 3. 5. eff -Sum fignificati 
preacatur de Ggno ft cum Baptiſmus dieitur Regenerare. Ames. 
And our Saviour teacheth that a man muſt be bora of water and 
of the Spirit, lob. z.7.. h. e. ( w ) of the Spirit, as the principal 
Author of this new birth, and of water, or Baptiſme, whereby the 
Regenerating work ofthe Spirit is as by a ſacred Symbal adum- 
bratcd and ſealed. Ocher Concurrences there are, which make 
good this Aﬀſcrian, thar Bapr.ſme an; wers to, and cometh in the 


room of worn wy. ar Bur deſigning brevity welet them paſs, 
theſe inſtanced in being ſutficicat to evince the thing, they are 
produced for. 


2. The truth of the Propoſition will be yery evident, if we Con 
ſider how perfons were to bc qualifyed that had right to Circum- 


ciſion, aud what ace the grounds of right te Baptilme comparing **, 


them together, 
ſp 1.0 , 


the Subjel of Baptiſme. 17 
x. An Everlaſting Ingagement or Coven ant to become the; - « 
Lords Seryant was - required in. order to entituling to that rite of, 
Circumciſion. This no man can eaſily doubt of, chat is but ac- 
quainted with the firſt Inſticution of Circumciſion, of which the} 
17 Chapter of Geneſis giveth us the account at large, Theref ic 
Cirenmcſiion is called the C,minant, becaule it was a ſign or token! 
of the Covenant wer. 19.11. And the negletters of Circumciſion, 
are therefore ſaid tq be break-rs of the Covenant, ver. 14. The Jew- 
iſh DoRors are ſome of them of the opinion that when Elias 
complained of the Children of [ſraels forſaking the Covenant, 
1 King. 19.14. tifat he there tax*th them with the neglect vf 
that Ordinance of Circumciſion, However that were, this is cer- < 
tain, that the omifhon'of Circumciſion was a renouncing of the. 
Cevcnant. From this ground it was that Child:en had right to 
Circumciſion, viz. Becauſe of their Covenant Intereſt, The 
Children of Iſraclites were by- virtue of the Copenant born the 
Lords Servants, Lewit.25. 41, 42. which expliinerh Dawids 
meaning, Pſal. ; 16.16.where he ſaith, O Lord truly I am thy Sere 
yvant,end the Son of thy Handmaid.q.d. The Child of a Servant is a 
Servant,lIt is ſe as to thoſeServants ever whom a man hath a more 
abſolute power, their Children are alſo born his Servants, ſo ſaith . 
David, | am born the Lerds Servant, becauſe my Mother was ia 
Covengnt with him. Conſider the place with Ezth. 16.20, 
hence I ſay was their right to Circamcifion. The Jewifh Aa- 
fer: (x) tell us. that by three things did 1/7 acl enter ints Covenant * Buxtorflexie, 
BEMILAH byCircumcif,n, BITEBILAH Baptiſm, BECORBAN 5ifiipvitety: 
and Sacrifice,and ſe , ſay they ) did Erbnicky inall Ages, 1natime e 297. Hottia, . 
whin SAerifice could not be offered, as after the deſtrufion of the ies = 
Temple they entred into Covenant by Circumciſion and Bapriſme: 9 Mah C:ths 
Learaed men have obſerved, that theagh Bapctiſme was not an ow N 5 
Evangelical Sacrament till Zobn time, yet it was uſed long before 
a:;nongft the Jews, when they did Solemnize the Admiſſion of 
any Prolelyte into their Church and Covenant, Yea, and the [n+ - 
fants of Proſe'ites were baptized 2s wellas their Parents, as the 
Jewiſh Records do abundantly teſtify. ». Bab. Cherub, fol. i 1 
Lightfoot, Hor. Hebr. p.40. Cradoch Harmon. p.29. z0, 
Hence Saints/hip being the ſame with federate bolyneſs was 
| eequifte in order to. Circumcifion, Thereforethe Circumrcifion 
's -thatistolaythe Jews are termed Saints, Deur.23,3, Pial.50:5. 
C 3 = and 


PIg-22, 


Infant Baptil. 


A' Diſcourſe concerning 


and 148.14. And if we follow lewiſh phraſes, an uncircumciſed," 
and unboly, unclean perſon are the fame, yea, in Scripture phraſes 
we find them 7den:ical, Ifai. 52. x. Henceforth there ſhall come 
no more unto thee the uncircumciſed,and the unclean,which yields 
a marvellous light to that inyiacibie Argumecat for F.x4o-baptiſme 
taken from the Apeftles words, 1 Cor.7.14. elſe were your Cbil- 


aren unclean, but now are they [ *24111 ] Saints, If an Hebrew 
(ſuch an one as Paul who wrote thoſe words ) ſhould read that 
Expreſſion, he could not but Conclude that the Apoſtle doth there 
affirm, that the Children of Chriſtiavs have the ſame $ ain:ſhip or 
federal holineſs which the Children of the Jews formerly had,and 
a right unto that, which is the Goſpel Circumciſion, Conſider the 
place in Zzre g.2. and 10.3. which doth affory a molt clear and 
ſatisfactory cxplication of the Apoſtles meaning in the Scriptare 
but now cited. Now as Coyenant Intereft gave right to Cir- 
camciſion, ſoit doth to Baptiſme, We find therefore that the 
Apoſtle calls upon the Converting Jews to ſubmit to Baptiſme, 
becauſe the promiſe i. e. the Covenant ( for promiſe and Covenane 
are frequent Synonimas in Scripture, Rum. 9-4. Eph.2.12, &$in 


y Mr.” Cottou of the Synod Bock is truly _— [5] 1s belonging to them, 
y 


AG: 2.38,329. Hence it is that a diſciple is the proper Snbject of 
Baptiſme, A di/ciple and a Coyenanrer arc the ſame. There is a 
Covenant between Maſter and Scholar, A 4i/c:ple is one that 
{tands ingaged to become the Lords Scholar; There arc that 
ground Baptiſme not upon Coyenant _ but apon perfor- 
mance of the Conditions required in the Covenant. But I wiſh 
that thi may be dceply Conſidereq of, for this very miſtake 
ſcemeth to be one of the greateſt Cauſes of diſlent from the $y- 
nods Propoſition, whoſe defence and demonſtration we have nn- 
dertaken, we mult therefore diſtinguiſh between Corfageration 
and preſta:ion, promijting and perſorning. If only performers 
have right to Þaptiſme, then ro Reprobate or unregenerate per- 
ſon may be baptized ; Fcr chey perform not the Conditions of Re- 
pentance and Faith; It remaineth then tnat the Covenant or 
promiſe ( where ſuch a non performance as doth render the pro- 
miſe to be no promiſe is not evident) is thar which cntitleth ra 
Baptiſme, 1f any ſhall { as moſt,do ) fall ſhort of that which 
their Baptiſmal vow [ngageth thi m-unto, at their peril ſhall it be, 
N:vertheleſs, God in.th: Goſpel of grace doth declare unto ws 

J . : tat 


the $ubjeft of 7 apiifrme. 
that he will be theic Sod in Caſe they will be his people. 
No w if any perſons will promiſe to be his Servants, and do not 
by any other either Profeilion or practice contradict that P;omile, 
it is his wit that the L-very belonging to his Servants, of 
the Seal of Biptiſm: ſhould be Conterr2d on them. To pro- 
miſe Service and Fidelity in warr is enough to get liſted, but 
the faithful perfotm1nce of Service is of nzcefficy to be rewar- 
ded. In lik: ſort an Ingagemzat to become a new Crea- 
ture, and to wa'k as it becometh a Servant of Jeſus Coriſt, 
{ provid:d as befye expreiſ:d } giveth Title co Baprilinz, 
But pertormance of char Ingigemeat is neceſſicy in order to 
obtaining the good ſeale 1 therein, Rom, 2.2 x. 

2. In Adalc perſons Hiſtorical Faich was required 14 or- 
der to Circumciſion, yea, true ſaving Faith was requiſite, 1a 
order to partaking of the ſpiritual beaefit and Effi:acy of that 
Sacred Inſtitution, eAbrabam had Faith before he was 
Circumciſed, And Circumciſion is expreſsly called 4 S*4) of 
the Reghreouſn:ſs of Faits, Rom.4. 11. The Jews themſclves 
had of old the knowledge of this Truth, For ſome of.char 


Abraham; Sed, and none are Abrabams Seed but ſuch as ob- S. 7. , 
ſerve bis Law, which thgugh now quite perverted by them, 
1s in it ſelf a crue Principle, But the ſame alſo is to be af- 
firmed concerning Baptiſme. Therefore when /obn baptizcd, 
be taught the People that they ſh11d believe on him that ſhnuid 
come after hm, that i; en leſus Chriſt, Acts. 19.4. 

3. Adult perſons might not be Circum:ciſed, except they 
did openly b:fore the world make a Credible or uacontra- 
diced profeffion of the Name of the trus. God, and of the 
only true Religion, b. e. ſuzh a Profeſſion. as is not attended 
with any either opinion or practice Contradictory uato, aid 
Inconſiſtent. with ſincerity. It was not enough for them co \ 
believe tie Truth inwaiAly, but they maſt alſo make prof<lli- 
on of it outwardly. Yea, we find ia the Jewiſh Records, 
that they were of old very carcful about this mater, not ac- 
mitting of P:olely'z3 unco Circumciſion, except upon g»*d 
Expcrience they tou 1d that they did for ſincere” Ends embrice 
the truz Religion, wiich [chemelves ſay]. was the Reaſon 
that (o few Pcolclytes were adiuined in tne dayes of , David 
| and 


19 


Rabbins teach [7 ] that none bave right to Circumciſion bnt Mg oy ms 


eA diſcourſe Concerning 


and Solemin, left haply the Time-ſcrving Ethnicks -of thoſe 
dayes might eur of Carnal fear or worldly Advantage tcke 
'upon them the Profeffion of the then only true Religion. Now 
the fame thing ' is true concerning Baptiſme. As tboſe that 
were &ircumciſed, muſt be Proteſſors | let it be remembred 
that we ſpeak of perſons Adult] ofthe Name of the God of 
Hbrabsm,, Iſaac, and Iacob, or the God of Ifracl, [10 fiyled 
becauſe the Covenant was made avd renewed with them ] 
-fo they that-are baptized muſt be Profefiors of the Name of 
Chriſt, or of the only true God in Jeſus Chriſt. As the old 
TTeftament ſtyle uſually calleth God the God of I/ras!, or the 
God of eAbrabam ljaac and lacob, which-is his memorial to 
all Generations, So in the New Teſtament ſtyle he. is, be 
God of leſus Cbyiſt, becauſe the New Teftament- is made with 
. Jeſus Chiift, and with believers in and through him, hence 
theo Baptiſme beipg a Scal of the New Teſtament, the: patr« 
takers of it muſt profeſs the Name and -Rebgion of Chriſt, 
and thence are ſaid to be baprized inte bis Name, 1 Cor:1-13, 
were ,you baptized in [or mto] the Name of Paul, The A- 
.poltle would ſay , that we arc baptized into the Name of 
Chrilt alone, þ, e, baptized perfons arc logaged to profeſs no 
'orher Religion, or to owne no other Lord of their Faith ang 
of their Souls bur only Jeſus Chriſt, Thus A@: 8.16. they 


were baptized 4:oTve Wa -jn:0 the Name of the-Lord leſus, b. C. 
by the Kite of Baptiſme they were ſolemnly admitted int0 
ihe Profcilion of the Chriftian Faith. Thus it is ſaid, x Cor. 


16.2, They were baptized EF T9 Mw", into Moſer, Þ. e. 
irito the Profeſſion of Moſes, i. e. the Law |for the Law 
ut called Moſes in the Seripture } or Doctrine taught by 3ſ0- 


« Bifil ge Spiri-'feg, as Expoſitors | a } Anticnt and [" b ] modern have Inter- 


preted that place, $v Acts 19 8. they were baptized into lobns 
"Baptiſme, i. e, into the Profeflion of his doGtrine, which was 
ſealed by his Baptiſme; In like ſort, baptizing into-the Name 
of Ch-iſt, Implycth that the perſon baptized 'is for ever Inga- 
'ged to profeſs the Name and Religion of Chrift, We read 
of ſome in the New Teſtament that did believe on Chriſt, 
"tbat d14-not make an open Profeſſion thereof, Iobn, 7 2. 42. 


Theſe were not baptiz:d { which by the way is a _ evi- 
% ence 
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| : all this diſcourſe then, it appeats thet” 
G yen .d who thi yy that, ,Gifeymehion Wis only a carfal thing, ,.s. 
Ga 


the Subjc& of Beptifme. . 
is pot a Mecs [Hiſtgrical but a uftifying Faith w 
pry: Ns Reiſs) rj by, HA thaz ory 
did before ay bl avouch tobe xn WY, 7 pede 
zhgm(clvss to be. big diſci les ind. (ants, 70bÞ 4- 1. Baptzſme 
As marks Churacer, he Cognizance of. a Chellitan, heriee 
John ſpeaketh of thoſe (ins have the Name of tbe Lamb (ab 
shoug: ſome Copies, expreſs not tharphraſc, yet others have it) 
Ang of bi; Fatbar, in their. Foreheads, Rev. 14-1. who are ſctin 
oppoſition to thoſe that receive the mark of the Beaſt mitbrir 
Furzbeads, Ebapet3. ver,16, Now, by tholc that thug bear the 
Name of Chrift andof Ged in their Forchieads, we are ( as that 


great laterpreter (c) ob the Apocalyps who ix 0AAG) 4 


a MV wv hath learriedly Explalpe® it it) to- mderftand thoſe wh? 
break nor their 'Faith, whitreby ticy have bound thamtelves i 
prtiſme.t6, Chtikt- {the Lan fee cirLord nd General, vid 
to his Father, The Sacrament bt 'Baptiſme whereby we foletun” 
ly Largo ro God arid'Clift, and by Which we tc ke up” 
ame; is te SELL of Yor "Lords Antd fois. called'dy the 
= a ti Fl ngp "tb Royal 'Þ rg: 
pens, &] calls.icthi 
IS IF aft, ſo tA "Fee "more 


thenlelves, altho aciteea li tle of thoſe thyfterics 
whicttebem(e|Ves er ye Fr aratively to'whatis revealed in 
the Gol, .yctth ey eyet thought chat holy ind Heavenly myfte= 
ries were iguf ed f Circdbe iſion. * ASaþ ppears by their words 
an the- Kok gale ob ar cite Mabe Ms 4 on Gen.17.11. and 
mange other, jo es th imRteY be proguced, ard they 
that a4 pere (0. [phe amicnts of the old Tefta- 
meat, did pot ſeal (he the Sub hee) + FLY: {pititudl myRteries, 
whichace ſcaled in the Sacra ments of the New Teſtarhent do com- 
ply, (.þ._]. not only 
ahe oy of, es 
is $yigeptly. 9 yan 
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go, ba Wal 6r temporal Promiſes. The Jews 
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Moreover, ; by 
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"to "then itrefnaineth'frl} 4 Truths: 
Ro the ſame qualifications were 
to fit fo? "Circttntiffor which 
Tt Thin toBaptifme, | 
the Clr(umeiſion is @ ſpiritual Senſe, * 


fhe Jewiſh , thatis' 
wo SR and he that ho the Jewiſh Religion, 
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the SubzeShof Naprifme." 
PHI. 3,3. and the Jews arc ſaid ro be baptized, x Cor.10,2, which 
fhewerh that thoſe two Ordinances do as to their Eflentials agree. 
| - We come at-lalt, to the Allumptionot the: Argumentiþus far 
propounded, ##7., T:bat the perſons wn Qurftion bave thoſe Bneh fi 
«ations whisb did give right 50 Gircumcpen, E.G.) To 

- 1. They arc in Covenant with God, which.is proved-furſt in 
that they were once in Coyenant with tim ( as all that are forP#+ 
do Baptiſme will readily acknowledge } and they are not Charge. 
able with the guilt of any fo, either of, Commiſſion or: of: O's; 
milion, far the which: tbe Lard; doth dilcovenaatihis-people; 
Indeed yt the Children whoſe latesctt. we picad,, wore. born:of 
Idelatrous or* Hereticall Parents, or of Parents degeneratedinto 
Infidclls, or -lncorrigibly Scandalous in their lives and coover- 
ſations; thele.arc evils:for which God-doth dilownerand: dif= 


covenant men, and tberetore ſo might we likewiſeg.Exvav42.þ; - 


Ez hk, 23:4, Revel.a6.2 HT ag ofa, Rom Fi.21c With Zak 1 1% 1 9 
P/al. 50.16; of which more under the fecond 21ce3ion;ibuvnd 
ſuch ching can be ſaid of theſe concerning-whom we difſpuee,- 'He 
' thatdnhafeirme (affirmants incumbit probatio ): that rheſe Chil- 
dren have been guilty of ſuch evil, as ehatche. God ofall patience 
and gtacedoth rivw reject and: dilown ahem a5; nor deudging to 
him, mutt bring! folth $1; String; Regſanieo: prove whatHefdith 
aod thew. wherein. 17 3 25931 og 21: 290 10% 
2." Though the perſons in:Queſtion 'hadnevee been taken'in- 
to:Covenant ia theiinfencigg yer bring quaktiedas the'-Pr 
ſion-exprefſeth, they malt| where ford needs'bs-under'the bord 
of thc extert1ab CT overia, ſhowld xfewyTurſy eb hadian, dd fefe 
things, 146 che #r0p0/2t10k! yequireth, -hereuld then-be. viſibly in 
CO—_ the-Le6rd. - Hyw: mach-morgybeware theſe per- 
ay won wav) $411 11 hes kg ata YHD Rs 227 ;f 
-3 - They that: yay} deceit puilty of 'breaking! Toveriant! ate: 
i Govenany Rom:41 151 BdtJÞ nity the perſons in Queſtion, 
ſkoplttaiy' of then which nicvey forbid) forfike the 'God of 
their Fachets;arnd: degenerate into Hoathenifne or Antichriſtia» 
miſme; xo Lots wilt jodgovthem: after the rrarmer'of thoſe that” 
Ee TS 
NG6\Eitver of "Pan thei? Ohilgrew are br Covenzit / 
with the onyict oullithere Seoabliiangilaaiorany: efthein ax | 


Cres 
vo! theirs, 
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ay 


theirs If there were, there world b: SYvation without a Co» 
venanz, but itis a ſure Prin:iple that there is. no Salvation out of 
the Cavenant of grate. AF therefore: the Childrea whoſe Cauſe 
we plead, arc'no>f[arcrefſe{-inthe Covenant of grace there is.nd 
viſible hope of chcir'Salvation, They thit are Sraegers bo tbe 
Covinant of 'Promiſe are without Go4' 419 without Carel®. 1 in the 
world, and ſo without hope, Ep, 2.12. 
$- Theicſerious defice of Baptiſm: dath evidence their non-re- 
naaciation of. the 'Covenant. ' Many-of: thoſe Apoſtate Jews, 
whooof; old did -forſake' the Coumant, Dan;14,30, did alſd re» 
hounce:Circamciſion, yea, they did-in a vile manner 4uncircumeye 
themſelves, asis by credible Hiſtory reported, 1 | Maccab. 1.16, 


ioh-nlib Which giveth light ro-that Scripturez', Cor.y. 18. profanc ( & ] 
ds. Men; *p>nd £/au igthought to be theelt Auther and pracliſer of chat wick. 


- toBaptiſae, will ic northen yoo, "hey 5in the! Feit Ctturch. 
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Fey = 19, in Queſtion have di Hiſtorical Faith; for. the 
_ muſt underftand and af- 


& ky a 4nd th:irs, 


x av avert to the, Government of| 
dpling vj maiv grounds.of Ciga 
OE cations requilite in order toBaptiſne;; 


= rms. os being; found in the perions concerning.whom the 
Queſtion is, can; any mas forbid water that theſe ſhould not be, hap» 


tized > But before we pels jon rang ef ne- 
eras aun pondetaus: arias 1th phe, 
ſo Quelifications w 


perfons though never fo ys atid. wicked i ia itheir Conver- 
ſations yer hadtheir Chil | .;Stin ChriftianC 1 
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the SubjetF'of Baptifor. © _— 
loi from the- Argament inſifted on. { 1, ]'b*cauſe if the Rule 

had been daely obſerved, all prophane lmpenitent perfons- had 

been cut off fromthe Church of Ural by the Ceſare bf: Excom- 
munication. It would be beſidesrhe' Queſtion h&Tro enter ups 

on alarge Jiſcuſſivn ef that Controverſy, wherher there/were hot 
Cenſuresappointed in the Jewiſh Churc! upon the'account of 

moral tranſgreſſions, - Thar perſons were fuſpended from parta- 

king in holy things by-Reaſon-of Ceremonial uncleanneſs is not 1 g;cous Rog - 
doubted, But whiether it were f6#1 the Church of tſracl onithe ac- Blooming, 
count” of -moral anelcanneſs-hath been a Queſtion amongſt ſame, ,; guxtort, lex, + 
Mr. [3], 'Gerlaſpy- bath- learnedly'-and: elaborately [proved ita —_ Pet 3%4 
the Affirmative 19 trac; The Jewiſh Afafters tell us of ſour.[' ms} » 14:meoden 
ad twenty- Caules of Exconmunication, and many of them are [959-9:195- 
for tranſgreſſions of the moral. Law, eſpecially they day; that {ng vitims offcren- 
an Heratical or Epicurean Iſraehre was excommunicated withone 98%: 1.1 
delay yea,the moſtAntient and famous of the Jewiſh writers [0 ] 1.19.c-7+, 
Philo,| p ]?oſepbas,&c.informe us, that in the Church of Iſracl of {anti «ox. 
old there were Ecxlefiaſtical Cenfures up6n the account of moral —_— 
uncleannefles, and the Scripture: doth in many places, not obſcure- nius, Malrende 
ty-intimate as-mach- ugto ug} . This ſeemeth.evident from q | [Ave ier'a per 
Ez#8\/0.8; and |r }>Neb.13. 25.) Andin the New Teſtament we intelligir duo 
findthat the Jews did' excommounicate:ſuch as were Heretical in Jyommaneatte' 
Judgemea as well as the Scandalous.in.Life, Iobn 9.22. and 1 2, in loc, 

42, and 16.2, alſe great loterpreters. Conccive thar, that Scrip- Ad, _ 
rare 125,64. 5g doch reſpect Excommuaicatiori upon the account 7,4 Republics 
of Religion; o [| 1 ] 1w£ ries. Aſontanur('t ] Bertramu [ u] the nCem ri Leg 
Centurigtors &c-:yea, thisiy tho.Sentence of Eraſmus, breutius, 7 Book 1.6.6. 
Tofſanuz, 'Diodats, Cartrersght, Gerhard, and others cited by {w] con Chaldaicum” 


'Gelaſpji. Now amongſt the. Jews if a man were excommanni- api; nms © 


'cate,.his Children. were caft:out of the: Church too, He that is 2pus XXX auno- 


juſtly: accounted\the> moſt learned-4ngan' that hath been in the 1271 age” 
world;as to lwdaicd} learning 


mud.p.ſ101. 
þ Geodwia Mc- 
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8 Buxtorf. codem 


1 diſcoprſe Congerning . 
- Antiquities, tells us that the children of cxcommunicate perſons 
were.not Circumciled, 

2. if; perſons now bees well qualified as of old in the Church 
of Uraeh, hey required Profelyies 50 be before, they admitted 
them.co-Ciucumcwuon, they, have right t Baptilme, tor zhey ab- 
—_ refuſcd to reccive a Scangalogs . or Hereticail perſon. 

Nay, { as-betore-was hinted-) , { o } they ftrictly enquired whe» 
ther he that deſired to be Circamciſcd, ha#got Mercenary ends 


1 0 
ER rad, : and motives, which preyailed-with, him, and if {0 it appearcd, 
they wounid:not acccpt of ſuch: a Protelyie..' Now thelc things 
#4 coatiderco;j1t. doth not at:all follow, that becauſe many prophane 
gad Herctical perſons had their children Circunmciſcd, zhat there» 
| fore ſuch now —_— you np 7 yes cither _ Genſolves or 
/7 Sbie clilgenny +"; * 7 = | 
1,i.vut , (3; 13 9 
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_— a ++ Way a7 
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leth TY5 4 © @ 07 thoſe, within. - ( 7.) The 

.... doby an at of: their own iſubj ef themſelves 

to ihe Cam: ument of; ChriFt tn bas Church, 

(8.:): They are part of that flack whom El 

der t are to feed. g. They areof Chrifts Family, 

Enough hath been-ſaid to clear the'third Argument, -we come 

then unto a fourth, whieh-isrhis, 7% Far ariunde}tthe diſcipline 

a#Gavernment of Chriſt in: Chutch, v#ve right to Baguiſme, 

Bur the Chilire@in-@ueftion arefs, Bvgo” © 

Conterrting the Propoſtion m3ny wordsare not needful, even 

eAnti-Peto Baptiſt; thettdſelves do. acknowledge (that! diſciples 
have tight ro Baptiſme, according'toA£4:b24.*g.But they that 
are under ithe({ 2 / aiferyline' ah} Govetimont of2CNtift in his diſciplina qual 

Cliireti are- &jſciplts,” therefore they-have?right eb *Bapfiſme, purine», 


- are} Gonſequeatly*may tranſmit that right'to theit*Children 5 vin Evaryel: 
' The Conſeqittace T-know will be deayed bythoſs that Scrophe Tt 


alt Infaqr' Byptifiric, - bit it is readily Ceavbraced by thoſe! for 
who chis #totfeis prieeipany: fire; To protced wihe 


Aſſumption, viz.! Tv3trv Ob#hdrvs#: LU vefwnkre, ( and oughe \ 


ro:b9:thriiec toward acer Algly dy the partigulae Churches, - . - . £ 
wherethoy are} atidteve'becrd baptized) wider the Governmut— _ 
ant 4iitins of COA in Vis Chih; "Tnafniach' as this is *a g's 
Truth of a6 ſmixfl {aiportandt nd Condcertnuwores the-lntcrelk of ,_ -... ; 
CirifteKiigd ome; and wherein thTwelfareof chere/vy Graery "0 
tiow 3 NewEngland ence tftle:iavolves; we rfhaltitherefors > +” 


| ptopound {'ts briefiy us ra be ] fome: Arguments - for-it, which __-- 1 
! ſaetto- catry #Convincing Evidende of light alang witietbem. | 


x; Biprized perſonivare-uaderithe diſcipline ar$ Goveromene « ©" 


- of:CiytillyFdtoBuptifme dothiingage thezreco vor of: it yato an-ob- 


ſeiyaace of ivheri Chriſt doth: Commangcand thergforeuatas , | 
Stb5j&ction ante thar diſcipline which is) by china appointed, _ « 
Afaty. 25\1g, 26. when 2 ptrion is baptized be is{olemnly ag- -: -! 
mitted wes: Chrifts Sehoot , cam gne be admitted into \Chriſts 
Schobl,.gn#yet;dot -Subjc&t:to the. Orders and diſcipline ofthag 
Schogl? | wh ever SubzcRech himlglhiro Bapiiſme, -Joth by qbag > hy 
Veoy ah 'Sybje@ himſelb ro:rhat diſcipliac wich dotk-bzloog ta Rv" 


" theiSchoobofi «Chriſty - Again, Baptiſme'is the Livery which: of 


rightappwraincth to Chriſts. houlbold Servants, ſurely, if a man 
accept 
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accept of that Livery he doth thercby fabmit himſelf to the Law + 
and Government of Chtiſt, which is exercifed in Chrifts Family 
here on Eatth, Therefore the perfonsin Queſtion being bap'1- 
ad, may got plead cxcmprion 1rom diſcipline. To delirc the 
Priviledges of Chriſts School and yet toexpect freedom from the 
rod of it (.ia Caſe of due deſert ) is Unceaſonable. 

2. That diſcipline and Government which Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed in his. Ghaurch bath. been exerciſed - towards -Childien 
| according totheig Capacity ] gyen in alt Ages of theworld, ſoit. 
was when the Church was domeſtical, Gea..4.16. and 21. 1 0. 
and a[ter the Church became National, Gal. 5.3. This (1 take it) 
is queltionca by none, or very few. Now in as much as.to be 

under the wing of Chrifts Government in his Cbarch, is a very - 
 bigh, Priviledge, he thay ſhall affime that alchough-che Chil- 
drens of the Jews-were invefed wath this Priviledge, yetihat 

the Childyen of Cheiſkiang are dewvefted thereot, had need to - 
have ftrong. Reaſons: to. prove this Aflertion , ang, ;nuſt ſhow 

16s tbe, Repsal (from Scripture, or we cannot believe him. Be-. 

fides, if due; ;coguigy. de: made igto- the . Catholick  praMiice,, 

ef the Nc | To Church, it, will be Ffound-that ſuch perſons :ys+ 
theiwvcrge of the -. cs_ power agd. diſciphne, - Clemens 

bun lrns Rpmani 1h his: diyine Epilte $0. che Chureh of [ 6] Corin-: 
Cal thians 3 /bids thers look, well io 4his,;, : £68, ( fays, he ) Your: 

| Children bs. made; partakers.of that difriphne. wich 1s in; Chriſt: 


:-—- we arc i{pcaking vi bare evercbeca logked upop j. a5 Within | 


F<i)\t:6s This TcRtithoby:is: the» more:t9l be; valued i for abut this .Cles': 


MITaAa;; meny'is thought: tobe /the: very faing, perio ; that we! read of 
* in the 'Sttiptures, 2s once- of : Pawly { 5: }. Fellow  Labaurere, 
Banos, phi 4.3: And that Epiltle of bis.dath, wholly, Sqyor of 3 Pri- 
Terrul, comr, -hitive and Apoſtolical Spirity  gnd;thence: was moſt Þighly va: / 
Marcion-4. juedby the» Antients; being honturably. aervaontd by: (4) 1: | 
worksin Folig, genes, "('# ) Hlrevoir, Cf )-Enfebne/;{4' 3 Neerpborks, &cAnt : 
Tons Notes oo" in aftcr timcs baptized:'ones i( our. Queſtions ef ſuch, were. 
what Epiſtle of Kept'under a rick diſcipline, which. alſo was the Regfon why 
4 Ks fome deferred their- Baptifme, yeaz detaincd: their, Children 
elo'Eaual.5cript. feomh'{ Baptitme along! crime, /if0-ir' was: with 1 4nii;s [ 3} as; 


\ Hits ve. panſaſContelſeth, Moreoyet; chey that have any acy@aitiance+ 


=; - nl >tke Cuſtomes of he” \Chulich'in'the Ages: followiog-the': 
Se .. MaeT iy... vue l pete 0) ©3314 1 


dConfels b1uc. 2 , A / _ 
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Apoſtles, know that in thoſe times there were three ſorts of per- 
tons, under the Churches 1nſpection. 
1, Such as were only inſtructed in the myRterics of Chriſtian RET 
Religion, thelc the Grecks called Cateckument; the Latines | 5 DR de, 


Audzenies, and when they defired Baptiime they were Lerman a6y; Here lecr4s 
competentes, (4) thoſe did reccive e vAvyie , betorc adnuſſion to 


Gs E x- 
fall Communion. bn 16.5.3 3« 
-2. Such as were morcover baptized; but not admitted to 
bigher Privilcdges, tbeſe were tiled baptizati, inniats, lvumimna- | 
tj, Now thelc were ſubject ro Church Cenſarcs, (4, Cenurg Albaipin in 
fs prgcarent poſt Baptijmum coercebantur. And yet they were nit-c.7. lege 
not-admitted to the Lords Supper; Nay, the teachers ot tholc ———_—_ 
dayes were Cautclous of ſo much as preaching (8 ) Concerning _ Cyril, Alex- 
the Lords Supper, ( which 1 Confels was unjuitifiable 1crapuloti- (2nrdtinne? 
ty and Supertticion ) it any of chele that were only Carecoumens, 15-25-Dyonil. 
In#tiats, 01 baptizats were prefent, as isevident beyoadall Con- Lge b 1, 
rradiction from [nnumerable Teſtimonies, our of the Antics © © 


( Fathers as they are called ) eaſily producible. 


3. TfAun perfedFi, or Confirmed ones, 4. e,-{uch as were ad. 
mitted to all Church Priviledges. $0 then; the Chriſtian Church 
of old did diſcipline fuch Chuldren as our Queſtion is abour. al- 
though noe_preſenitly admutted to the Lords Table. Further- 
more, -fince the AntiChriſtian Apoſtaly, the Reformed Church 
hath eyer owned this Truth. As for thole pure Churches, which 
(n) fora long time flouriſhed in Boberra, Commenius teftify- 2 Ratio ordic, 
eth concern:ng the, tha ( diſcipline ſubjacent omnes a ſene ad 1n- i 
fanirm ) even Children as well as others were under diſcipline = 
Thus alfo it was in that gathered Church which was in London in 
the dayes of Eawardibe fsxt, as their famous Paſtor [ 9} lobannes 


Alaſco hath declared. And in one word, in Reformed/ Churches * 191d E<Sed 


: Þ : iniſt. peregr: 
generally, yea, evenin thoſe of the Separation 'witnels Mir, Ri Lund progy, 


binjon, in his Appendix to Mr. Perkin; Catcchiſ! __ 
Chaiches in Plymouth Cclony ( theugh ſome of them NG hs 
way of ſeparation, bur cur Congregational Brethren ) ar this day 
extend dilcipline tuwards their Children, ( as the matter doth re= 
quire ) and diſmils them alſo, ( when by removal pur upop it ) 
to other Churches, alchough they. were never in full Communien 


E | with 


and Cyfrian 1.3. 


30 


p Aug. d2 Bapr. 
Comra Do as, 
1.2.c-7, & L.4- 
Ch,24, 


A difcourſt concPhing 
with any Church. Now it, is a Taying of above thoukand years 
old,'and hath much of Truth-in it, (p ] That ;tbat wh:ch che untver» 
ſal Church bod: ,a#d bath in all Ages been p-a@iſedis tile eſteemed 


" as Apoſtolical.. Burthis.cxtending of diſcipline towards the Chil- 


dren of the Church which we pleadfor hath been the Catholick 
practice of ibeChurches oſChriſt-in all places in all Ages, which 
is a great Argument to prove that it hath the Rampof us Divis 
num:upge it, Although ineAnr:pede- Bapriitical Congreg «tions 
| and ſome few other | there hath b:en no Church care about 
Children, yet ſome few inconfiderable cxceptions are not enough 
to invalidate a general Rule, or to prove that the Church 1n gene-= 
ral bath nat walked according to this Rule, And albeir fomeNow 
witb uxare apt to Conccive that oaly Parents, and not their Cul- 
dren are given upto the Elders and Bretbign of the Church, yet the 
affirmative of this Q4:jtionwas ſo clear in former times amongſt 
us, as thae Childrenin their Catechiſme. were taught thus to be- 
lieve. Mr. Cotton in his 1k foF®2bes hath again and 8gaio« x- 
preſſed his. Sec him alſo in his Book of rhe holineſs of Church 
members, paz.s7- and of Infant Baptiſme, pag. 163. And An- 
ſwerto Williams, þag.44-79. 3. Diſcipline .is our great Inte- 
reſt, which we arc ingaged to aſfere and plead for, Thi: is be 
Cauſe of Godin New-Englind in a ſpecial manner. Weare the 
Children of the good old Non-Conformiſts, now what was it that 
they did ſuffer ſo much for, bat that fo they and their Children al- 
/o might bebrought under that diſcipline, and Government which 
Chriſt hath appointed in his Church? and therefore were they by 
their: Adverſaries the Prelates reproached, . with the Name of 
Diſe;pl.narians, ſhould we now d:ſert that Cauſe, it would bea 
ſad degeneracy. There are many godly Souls in Nep- England, 
that the grear motive which. prevailed: with them to come into 
rhis wilderneſs, was that ſo they mightleave their Children under 


- the Government of Chriſt in his Church. Bugif the Church 


hath nothing todo with ſuch, theſe Corfefſors have ſuffered many 
things in vaia, Hue we for our povr Childrens ſakz in ſpecial, 
lefc”a dzar ang, pleaſant Land, -and ventured one. Lives upon the 
great waters, and.encountred with thedifficultics and miſcrics of 
2 wilderneſs, and doth iratiaft come to this, that they have no 
gaare Advantage as to any Cburob care about them, then the Indi- 
ans 


the Subjeft of 5 apriſme. 


Indians and. lyþdel: armpngt whom we live? O thisis fad ! when 
Pharaob would;ſuffer the Children of Liraclthemiclves to ſerve 
the Lord in the wilderneſs, but tbeir little ones muſt not go with 
tbem, we'know what Spirit ated him. We may averrthat they 
who will not ſuffer the Children of Chriſts people to come under 


bis Government, arc agt un that matter acted by bis Spirit. 


4+ God hath owned and bleiicd the application of Charch dif- 

_ Cipline,, towards the Children in Queſtion, for much, yea, for fa- 
ving gvod, . Inſtances are not rarc amongſt us, that when lome 
ot cngie Children have been left ro ſcandalous miſcarriages, and 
thereupon 1a the Name of Chrift Cenluced, the Lord hath bleſicd 
tnole Ceanlurcs, eyen to the Converhion of their Souls, the ficfh 
hath thereby been deitroyed, and the Spirit ſaved; this proverh 
bat the practice we argac tor is no humane lnwenryn, but a diviee 


22 


Injittuton. Doth not the Apoſtle prove, that his Calling was 9 fee dir.Cott on 


divine, bccauie God owned it and ſucceeded it with a blciling, 
1 Cor.y.1,2. with Chap. 4. 15, 16? And is not Peters call to the 
work of the Muniftry amongſt the Jews evinced from the very 
ſame Argument, Gal.2.7 8, 9, Was not Gods bleſſing of Aa» 
rons Rod an effeCtual demonttration of the divine approbation of 
his Miniſtry ? The like may be faid in this Caſe, concerning the 
lts true, that the Lord may, { and many 


Rod of dilcipline. 


times doth ) own an Ocdinaoce of his own, thongh attended with 


many- hum 


mix'ures and Superſtitions ; but that which is 
rhcerly an Invention bumanit in divine worfhip , God hath curſed 
it; and he willnever bleſs at, ſhould Churches go about to Cenfute 


the Children of uabelicy ng _lodians, the Lord Jeſus would never 
awo ſuch proceediags, but he hath,and doth, aud will own them, 


as to thoſe that arc the Children of the Church. 


$- The neglect of diſcipline towards the Children inQueſtion, 


hath been the woful Cauſe of much evilamongſt us. 


There are 


many ſad Cothplaints againſt the riſing Generation, and too 
much Canſfe for them, but how much ſadder would it be if they 
who make ſuch Complaints thould bz: any way chargeable with 
the guilt of theſe miſcarriages, by withholding from this Gene, .- 
tion, that which is by the Lords.appointment the means of re- 
ſtraing and recovery out of evil: This very negle hath brought 


a wound upon theſe Churches which (except the Lord be pxcteed- 
| E A 


ing 


of Baptiſme, 
P. 173» 
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ing merciful ) is now become immedicable, and lncurable, Hinc 
prima mali1abes, children have been let alone ſo longand are be- 
eome ſo numerons, and many of them {ſuch Brl:alifts as that 
(though once it might haye beeo done with much caſe) it is now 
{in ſome places at leaſt} become a difficulty, ( and almoF-an Im- 
s ht how to bring them under the yoke of Chriſt.- But 
whet Anſwer they will give to the Lord #n 1bat day, at whoſe 
. doorethicevil ſhall lye, | k10ow not, bat ſometimes have inward 
tremblings to think, 1 would not for all this world; chat the .guile 
of the miſcarriage of ſo many Souls ſhould lye upon me. It 
was diſputedin Oxford, whether the chief Magiſtrate be in any 
Caſea Subje of Church Cenſure. The Reſpondent pleaded, 
that though all other Chriſtians might [in Caſc ] be the Subject 
efthat Ordinance, yet he by Reaſon of the dignity of his perfon 
malt be ex:mpted, whom the opponent urged with this Argument 
ſalutare anime remedium, &c, That which 1s a means appointed 
by Chriſt for the ſalvation of the Soul may not be withbeld from 
the chief MagiRrat-,But Church Cenſarc is ſo, Ergo. - 

Thas 1 would ſay here, that which is -a means appointed by 
Chriſt, for the Salvation of che Souls.of. our Children, and to pre= 
vent their Eternal ruine. Let us.not fay that it belongs. not to 
' them, butſo is Church Cenſure, : Cor. x. 5. It is an Ordinance, 
yea,aPriviledge,which in its owa nature is not only penal but me- 
decinal. Therefore they arc injurious to the Souls of the Chil- 
dren concerning whom our .preſ:at diſpute is, that will nor ſuf- 
fer them to have the benefit of ſo great and healing an Ordinance, 


6. They that arc of thoſewhom the Scripture Stilerk T's iow | 
Thoſe witvin, are unler Church diſcipline, 1 Cor. g.42,- What 
have Ito do to judge them that are without ? do not ye judgethem 
that are withis ? which plainly wp diſcipline doth or 
Mould cun parallel with the viſible Chat AY. ho ever an A- 
poſtle hath power to Cenſure, is a Subje& of diſcipline, 
But it was true concerning every member of the eChutch 
that an Apoſtle bad power to Ceaſure them, and threly there 
ought to be a diff:reace acknowledg:d berween Children and 
Strangers, Mat. 17.25,26. Norare they worthy to'be accoant- 
ed m:mbers of Chciſts Kiagdame, who are not willing to Subjet 
themſclves to the Laws and Ggverament therein appointed ; 


| 
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But it was before proved thaethe perſogs in queſtion, are mem» 
bers of the viſivle Church, 

7, They that by a perſonal A& of theie own, do. ſubje© 
themſelves ro che Diſcipline and Goyerament of Chriſt, are un 
queſiionably under thar Government, But this. is true c »ncern 
mg the- perſons: deſcribed in the Controverted Propofirion. A 
geinſt this Argument, I ſee not; whas cag with any Colour © 
Reaſon be precended, ualeſs it ſhou'd be ſaid, that the Scripeur: 
farbids perſons, no better qualifed, then is by the Pcopſition re 
quired, ro ſnbje& themſclves to Diſciphae, which afl:ction is ; 
great d:alc ſooner affirmed then proved, 

8. The Synods Argument, taken from the Relation whic| 
ſuch Children ſtand in towards the Elde's of the Church, ſcemet! 
very demonftrative. All the lack are under the feeding (which 
implyeth Ru'e and Government ) of the Elders thereof, AF, 20. 
28, But Children are. partovf the flock, it is a ſtrange flock 
which hath no Lambs in it, every particular Church being urd cr 
the inſpeRion bf ordinary Elders, is 4 fock, of God, 1 Pet.5.2, 

- Bat if only ſuchavare in-full Communiun are ſubject to Church 
: dicipline chen the. frcks, i e, Churches {| Cant. 1.7. ] of Chriſt, 
::confiſt-only of ſheep but not of Lambs, 

9. . They that are of Chriſts Family are the SubjeRs of Chriſts 
diſcipline, but the Children of Believers as well 24 themſclves 
ar8of.Chrifts Family,-- Gods Childrengre of Chriſts Family, 
bat the:Children-of Belicvers are Gods. Children, Exzk. 16. 20,21. 
thy Sons and thy D aug hters a hom thou haſt born unto n e, my Chil- 

-'a&renfaith the Lord, 'In a ward, theChurch is. maxried unto Chiilt'; 
Hence the Children of the Church, are the Ch.ldren of Chriſt, 
. the Churches. huſband; therefore theſe whoſe Tntere(ſt we arc 


: pleading, being, b Children,ihey ares. Chr:/t Children, ana 
* thereſo e of hs diſciple, yea, and the Scripture 
faith ex Acerniag.conyecrted Gentiles, that their Chil- 

dren art toche Charch ( which is the Family of Chriſt } 


eir Parcnts, Iſai.49. 22. 1 have the rather io{- 
ſed on this AFument, beceuſe if this matter referring to ditti- 
plide-were but'du: Iy atteaded,uhg other Qu ſtion about Biptiſr.c 
would be bronght uito ſuch a narrony as that there wou'd be lir- 
tle-occalion for this gi/pyte,.. It is a tru and 2 worthy, obſerva. 
E $ tion 


* 34 
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tionof Mc. Cottons, Lee (faith he Y{Þw} the primitive-prafice 


Baociſme; p 106, 08 TeSForea $0 its purity, and then there. will be no mare fear. of, peit- 


134,161,10 *, 


s Holineſs of 
Church members 


* PÞ St 


| tboſe concerning whonrour. preſent ply | 


ery” Churches with a C arnal ' Generation of nernbers baptiz;:d in 

their Infancy, then of admittmg a Carnal Company of tay poerites, 
confe;/1ng their Faith and Repentance, in the face of the Congraga= 
tion, +:they the Lord mm the farrbfulneſs of bis Covondnt, will jantti- 
ty the heart: of the baptized Infants croprepare thewfas bis Table, or 
elſe he will 6:ſcover their Hypocriſy and prophaneneſs in ide pre- 
ſence of bis Courth before-men and Ange, and /oprevent the gollu- 
tion of the Lords T able, and Corruption of the diſcipline of the 
Churc? by their partaking therein. eAnd inanother place the 
ſame great eA#tuor batt ['s1'thirpaſſege. Many Chilarev are 
born #n the Church to whom4be 'Paſtor 12 by his Affict a Pattir, 
whoſe Conver(fot be is boy duo haond and anend.. tc - 2 114 


CHAP; VI. 


af Ht fifth Argument. touched, viz. becauſe 
ah Fo tt which prove lifans Bdfe 
"*> .! $hmiin/cbt Getteral, do for tos: mag fare 
provje'i® atcording 30 that Latirewde which is 
by the Controverttd Propoſption aſſerted, 
And the Objeitions agai-ft this Extent of 
- Baptiſme*do many' of hers ſtrikg\at Bago- 

Baptiſne tvinced bymanylnſtances;' 11 

\ \£459 4 1 *43" a q' , : =F' 
" Thus for the'Fourth Argument. Tr'thefifeplice, it is a-Con« 
{iderationnot.to be. lighted, that the uſual Arguments whereby 
Pado-Bapiiſme in the general is proved, may \eruly be applyed 10 


| | t 3 {>the Qdjeldings 
againſt this cxcent of Biptifme art ft do-Baptiſts 
are wont to make ufeof co forve'their turn, | 

pot ſecin to be words only, Without proof, let' | ce be 
given,to Confirm what hath been ſaid. NowtMEArgumencs 
commonly produced to prove lafant Baptiſme arc thote which 
have been inſiſted on, 'T heytiat are of * Gods Chrireb;” that aye 
in-covenanted: Believers ;' diſciples; Children of Abraham:;'iCtul- 


dren of the KinZ come; tha are Chrifts; hoty Perſons ; the berivage of | 
. cbe | 


V Is. oe 


VF e—_—_. er 


od hed 
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the Eoyd; THe e* of 15 a'wation 5 Subjegts af-#1ſyecial, BI gs. | 
of Chriſt c.'aret6 be Baptiz2d: Bur all this 45 rue concervitg, 
ſame Children, #*go, ſome children are t© Ce Baptized. Yea, 
aod all thoſe Argvinents which «demonſtrate the. ju: Dirimum 
of P<dobapriſme in generat, may be applycd to:thole concern” 
ing'whom the qtieſtion fpeakerh/ - On. che- other hand, the or- 
dioary ObjeQions againſt all lnfatit Bapriſmeare luch.as theie, 
vit.* that theteby we{hall come to hive a Carnal 'Gehieration ot 
«Cha ch members, and that Church memberſhip is not propa- 
«ated by Generation under. the new Teltament, as it was urder 
*he' old, that Infants do not hold forth Faith.and Repentance, 
«ang arenot fitto partake at the Lord? Table,that there is neither 
<< Precept nor Example in: Scripture'ts warrant ſueh*Baptilme, 
*chat it vphelds the ftate of AntiChrift, ſerteth the Seal to a blank, 
*&c. Such Reaſons as theſe now mentioned, Anaboptiſts make 
uſ: of, to ſerve thei7 turns? as in their printed Pamphlets may be 
ſeen, & what have the Brethren of theAntiſynodalian perſwaſton, 
more to ſay then theſe things ? Alfo ſome that . are great fticklers . 
againſt the Synod Book, raſe Foundation-Piller: Prmciples in the 
goQrine of Pede-Bapiiſme, For they reject the d.ſtintion of 
Baptiſmes being a Seal of /nitiation,and the Lords Supper of Con- 
firmation. They own not an holineſs of Conſecration or dedication 
10 the Lord, as the ground of Baptifme; but maintain, that all 
Holineſs is either. Imputed, or ele qualitative, viz. in reſpeR of 
an holy frame of heart in Regeneration , which is the Ana- 
baptiſts very diſtintion, ſce Mr.: Hooker of the Covenant 
Þ-43- Mr, Cobbet. p. 18. Mr.” Cotton. p, 111. They fay that 
fincere Saincs only, and not any hypocrite is under the Covenant 
of grace,which Aſſection I thought that none but Anabaptiſts and | 
Antinomians bad maintained it, till now I ſee ſome others,in that 
princtplcjumping with them. Yea,many of theAntiſynoGalian bre- 
thren deny that” Children are members of theChnrch, pretending {77,9 Frifle | 
tbat it cannot ſtand with the purity of the Church to own ſuch Fath:rs cat-- A 
a member thereim. Bat Mr.Cottor | e] ſaith, that all but Antip@- (hy fiook vi” 
do Bapt ſts do acknowledge C hildren to be members of Chriſfs 1"! Baptilme, 
K:ug tome and Church, And Dr. Goodwin [ u } hath ſpoken {In his Epiſite 
worthily in ſ1ying chat lafants are purrſima pars Eccleſia the py- 2.001; Cort! a” 
reſt part of the Church, The ſtudy of this Controverſy, hath of Infant Bag: 
: = en” 
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mae me willing to peruſe what ever tracts (whether printed or 
in.Manuſcripts ) I could any way come by the fight of, do pre» 
tciſedly handle that Queſtion concerning PzdoBaptiſme. And 
I muſt nceds. (ay, that 1 have not. yet met with any diſcourſe 
wherein the Bapauſme of Infants is with more ſuccinCineſs and 
full Conviction Aﬀerted and proved,then it is in the. Synod Beok, 
which doubtleſs is partly come to paſs, by Reaſon that, that 
Icarned and worthy Divine Mr. Aditchel late famens Paſtor of 
the Church in Cambridge, had a ſpecial hand in the. Compoaſure 
thereof, whe was (tis well kaown by what means ) above others 
verſed in that Controverſy. Nor is it wholly to-be buried in fi- 
lence, that profeſſed AntipzdoBaptifts are much diſpleaſed atthe 
Synod Book, - | have by mea M.. SS,,, written in England by 
an AntipedoBaptiſt there, in Conſutation of the-Synod Book. 
How the men of that opinion amongſt us ſtand affected, needs 
not to be ſaid, this Argument will be of no momcat with ſome, 
but it is of weighty Conſideration with me, and I know not, 
but. that it may be ſo with-ſome-others, into wheſe hands this 
Diſconr(e (hall come ; and I haue therefore mentioned ir. : 


EMAP. VIL 


T He laſt «Argument mentioned, viz. That 

»& .Zobn Baptiſt and the eApoples did pratiiſe 
Baptiſme mm as great a_ Latitude, as is now 
pleaded for. 


There is yet anotker . Argument, 7iz. That John Baptiſt and 
the Apoitles did Bajiize perſons that bad no bigber quaifications, 
then are in the Controverted Propeſition expreſſed. As for John, 
the Scripture afſureth us that leruſalem and all Iudea, and all the 
Region round about lordan were baptized of im, Math.3.5,6. 
Ma;k.1.5. Now it ſeemeth much againſt Reaſow'to Imagine, 
that thole numerous multitudes of (by him ) baptized ones , 
had all, of them higher qu1lificatiens then thoſe reguired in the 
Propoſition, ( c{pecially Conſidering that, Jobn himſelf doth in- 
timate that rgany of them were but chaffy Profeſſors) which if 
they had not, u muſt needs follow that perſons ſo qualiſyed 

| | —_— 
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had right to that Ordinance. © For certainly, John would not ap- 


ply Baptiſme unto unmeet Subjects, and whereas it is alleadged 
by ſoine, that John told his hearers that they muſt briog forth 
fraits meet forRepentance, that only prov | that Repentance 
is neceſſary, in order to obtaining ——— good held forth in 
Baptiſme, and not that John Baptized none but true penitcnts. 
Nor is that ſcruple of any weight, which hath by others been ob- 
zeed, who Queſtion whether the Baptiſme of John and that in- 
ſituted by Chriſt were the ſame. For beſides that the Aﬀicmma'- 
tive is abundantly and irrefragably proved by our Divines againſt 
the Papiſts and ſome of the Anticots ( Fathers ſocalled } this ob- 
jeRion falls to the ground, ia that it is eyident, that che Apoſtles 
were foras great a Latitude reſpeQive to the Subject of Baptiſme 
as John was, for it is ſaid, that they baptized more then /obm, 
John,4 :. Conſider the place, with fobn.6.50,61,64,46, How 
can we think that thoſe many thouſands of Jews whom the Apo-' 


ſiles baptiz :d before our Saviours Aſcenſion, were ſoqualifice |, 


as ſome with us would now have it to be? It is Confcfled thay 
io after Ages as the myſtery of iniquity began to work, and men 
would be ſtricter and wiſer then the Rule,rhere was in theChurch 
a grcat Rigidiry asto the Adminiſtration of Baptiſme, the Cate» 
cbumeni were ſometimes long deferred, and detaincd from this 
O-dinance, and held as Competentes it may be many years to» 
g:ther, Butdidthe Bapriſt or the Apoſtles ever carry it (c? Sure« 
ly no. Yea, men did [q ] Superſtititiouſly omit Baptiſme, 


37 


ſome becauſe they would be baptized in the River, where Chriſt qv. tuc.1.,, 
wasbaprtized. Y alentinian the Emperor dyed as he was going <5" Conttaue, 


to be baptizd in the River Iordan, others becauſe they thongbt « 


that if they ſinned after Baptiſme, their fins could'nor be forgi- 
ven, &c. So thattoo much Rigidity as well as too niuch 'Laxe- 
neſ; in this point doth Incurrthe Cenfure of Superſtition and 4u- 
tiChriſtianiſme .And yctir isnot to be forgotten, that in former 
Ages of the Church there hath ever been a grea'er Latitude as to 
the Subject of Baptiſme, then as to the Subj<&s of the other 
Scal of the Lords Supper. Thuzitis atthis day, in the Prote 
ſtant Churches throughont Chriftendome, { fo called} yea, and 
kath been ſo ever Gnce the Reformatioo,.as who ſodoth Conſuls 
the Confeſſions and Foms of Diſcipline publiſhed by many of the 
| . PÞ Reformed 


Lheod. Lib.1. 
liſt, Ec clcſe.35 
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Reformed Churches will ealily pzeceive. Alſo towards the Pri. | 
mitive timss, there were ſomz admitted to hearing and to Bap. 
tiſms, 7 as was partly intimated before, and may more fully be 
cleared anan ]who were py from theLords Table. They that were 

ud [7] cd Ranees were a mi ted to lome bart not to all Charch | 
Right 10 the SN : There were in th Church of old [nitiats &- Confir= 


LordsSuppere ondts. former of theſe were, admitted to: Baptiſine and nn- 


(pia. Lez q Diſciplin' t , £ 
—_— ta Diſcipline, bus not to the Lords Supper. Thelatter Sorts on 


Phennacargi. ly were gecciycd to fall Communion in all Church Priviledges. 
piſt. Canon Fa " FE ' ; 
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thoſe tha: are for a greater Rinſe as 


ba;r T Fi eAuthor formerly Concurred - with 


wa '.. ,, Fothe SubjelF of Baptiſme then is by the $y+ 
: .* , - nod aſſerted. This ebange of Apprebe tt- 
, ; - foon luſtified. Many Learned and wor« 
tby men bave ſen cauſe to change their 

, Conceptions about greater matters then this, 

T be firſt . Objeftion removed, By tis 

extent of B aptiſme , the Blood of Chrift 

iq not propbaned, | 
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" Enough [1 Suppoſe] hath been faid for the evincing of the 
eA firmative pare of the Qaeſtian propounded. Nevertheleſs, 
it maſt needs be owned, that there are weighty Objections, 
o_ ſeem to propend towards the Afegative in this Contro» 
verſy. AndinthatreſpeCt 1 am far from Cenſuring thoſe that 
do not concutr with my preſent perfwafion in this matter,' yea, I 
do Confeſs that was my ſelf twelve years agodiſſenting from 
that, whichnow upon much ſtudy and enquiry after the mind of 
Chriſt, I ſce, and cannot but profefs tobe the Truth. NordoT : 
think it a difparagement to me ( who am a man full of Ignoran« 
ecs and Infirmitics) openly co declare that the Lord hath grati- 
ouſly given me to {co farther into His Truth, rhea once I did, 
All mzn acknowledge that when Bel/armine wrote his Book of | 
Recognitions, It was the greateſt Teſtimony of bogenuiry that | 
ever | 
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ever wasgitcnby him, And there have been many Learned | 
men, who «cxceli me un light more then the Meon doth the leait 

fta.r, who naye in farr' greater matters then this 15, ſeen Cauſe 

upon becond thoughts to alrer their Apprehenlions, Is not Aus 

in famous tor his humilny maniteſtes 1n his Beck of Retraftati- 

ons? Aud | r | Bucer for changing his Judgement in that Con= 

troverly abuur Conſubſtantiation, Yea, Liiher, [ 3] notwithe 1g Socer Po 
ftandiug 8il chat he had ſaid and writtcn for that avrivn, yet ſaw ©52 inter (crip. 
Caulc beivre his death to be of agother mind, albeit he was flow re 
to pubuſh ic | but left it co A4elanttbons wilgeme |} left his Do» (frm Serrattas 
Qrine in other matters of a higuer Goncern, thouid be called in- - v: peath Lend 
to Quettion., Aad great Zving/tus was once alittle inclined ro Un = 
Anciped v-Bapirine, yet the Lord in mercy gave him not only to vic Lutheri 
ſee -the cvil of that error, but allo to do ip cial Service for the 
Chuicn, i vindicating the Truth agaiaft the Aoabaptitts of that. 
Age. it 18 a great honour to Mr. &Kubmſons name, that he was 
by means of Doctor Ames writings, brought off trom his &+ 
Lidity of >epuration in that point os retuſing ro hear in Church 

Aﬀfemvues ju £E»gland, and that þe feft written | proprie mani 

in bs itudy,” Convincing Realoni, to 'thantteſt the lawfulders 6 

that practice, winch ſometimes himiclf had publickly dealared 

againſt. Andiris both a wiſc ang a'witty Return which DoQtor 

Owen mak<th to Mr. Cawary, who cnargeth the Doctor with 

fome Inconftancy of Judgemeat, for that ht law Cable after his 

writing for the Preſbyterian ro appear on the behalf of the Con- 

gregational way. ['t ] "He that can glory that in fourteen years WT 
be bath not Altered or (mproved bis Gonceptions of ſome things of thine > 
no greater Importance then that mentioned, ſhall not bave me for bis 

Riyal. So |. ſay, that perſon who thongh his Courſe of life lead 

anto Conſtant ttudy and enquiry after Truch, yet ſhall not in the 

ſpace of twelve years change his Apprehenſion in any matter, 

though of as great a Concern | and a greater too } as tbis now 

under debatc, hath more Reaſon ro be aſhamed [| if not of- his 

pertinacy yet | ofhis non-proficicacy in knowledge, then to boaſt 

of tis non-Apoſtacy.l ſhall proceed then to mention thoſe Obje- 

Ctions['with ſome others ] which once were prevalent with me to 

Cauſe a difſent from the Propoſition thus fart aſſerted and proved, 

and alſo the Anſwers which ro me (cem ſatisfaCtory, | 
F 2 e, It 
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T. It is objected we ſhall become guilty of prophaning tle 
blood of Chriſt, if we apply Baptiſme ro unmeet Subjects, 

Anſwer. Some indecd Conceive that the water in Baptiſme, 
doth ſignify the blood of Chrift, as wine in the. Lords Sapper 
doth, and hence are affraid to Adminiſter Baptiſme to any, «xcept 
ſuch as holding forth Faith and Repentance, are SubjeRts fit for 
the Lords Sppper. But there are Learned and very worthy. Di- 
vines who Conceive that they are miſtaken, who think that the 
water in Baptiſme doth (as wine in the Lords Supper doth ) by 


Tit.3.5+ _ | a: 
\,' andall other Ordinances cffeCua), but that is not the @1T1 58:00 
or Countertype, which the water in this Sacrament figureth. 
Therefore the Antients are ſilent concerning the Blood of Chriſt 
a their explications of this Myſtery, and ſome Lutherans com- 
Plain of the Calvinz/ts as being the Authors of this Notion. Nor 
may we afſigne ſignifications to Sacramental Types without 
Scriptnre warrant. But the Scyipture eyery where mentions 
another thing to be ſignifyed by rÞys-warer, " not the Blood, 
but the Spirit of Chriſt, or oy nat y | Yea, thoſe: two are 
diſtinguiſhed, when both the Sacraments of the New Teſtament 
are Covjunttly and myſterio mentioned in the Scripture, 
Exh. 4741. lobn.19. 34. with 1 Ioby 5.8. | 
2. Though it be moſt gre, that in Baptiſme we have.Com<e 
munion with Chrift in reſpet of his Death and ReſurreCtion, 
et it will not follow, that the Blood of Chriſt is prophaneq by 
Cantining the perſons in I becauſe they are ſo Lualifyed 
as that we are bound in Charity to hope that they are laterefted 
*nche Redemption of Chriſt. | 


CHAP. IX.- 


'He ſecond Objefion, viz. that if the per! 
ſon " In Querion bave right to Baptiſme, 
they muſt alſo be Admitted to the Lords Ta- 
ble, as none of old gere Circamciſed , but 
they were moreover Admitted to the Paſicwer, 


That 


# ſes Mr-Medes Divine Inſtitution repreſent the Blood of Chriſt. [ « ] It is very © 
Diſcourſe oa true, that the Blood of Chriſt is that which maketh Baptiſme 
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T hat perſons may bave right to. Baptiſme, 
and yet, not. to the L:rds Supper; proved 
from Scripture aud Reaſ,n. 


Bahtiſme is a Seal of Initiation, Regeneration,inſtiun into Chriſt, 

and not of growth in grace, which the Lords Supper doth Seal, Pere 

ſons may be capable of receiving Baptiſme that are incapable of 

pariaking at the Lords T able, ſome among ſt the [ews admitted. tg 

Circumciſion that were not adnited to the Paſiouer or full Cum 

munion in all Church Privilkadges. 

It is further objected by ſome, that if fuch perſons have right 

ro Baptiſme;, then alſo to the Lords Supper,2s thoſe that had right 

to Circumciſion were admitted to the Paſsover, But it may be 

Anſwered that it doth in 00 wiſe follow, that if theſe perſoos have 

right to Baptiſme, that then they have right to the Lords Supper, 

For no Pe4- Bapti}t will affirm, that the ſame Qualificationg are 

required for Baptiſme which are required for A.Jmittance to the 

Lords Table; Tae Scripture maketh a plain difference here, for. a 
Diſcples | w } 4: ſuch have righe to Baptiſme, lobn 4. 1. fate 28. !wer to the y 
19,20. Hence all, and every diſciple bath ſo ; when as they are Jogetical Pre. 
not ſimple diſciples, bus ſelf examining diſciples, that haye right to Hors of jarine 
partake of the Lords Supper, : Cor. 11.28. Covenant Iatereſt Baptirme,p.co, 
alone-giveth right to Baptiſme, but not to the Loids Supper, ' 6-15. TOY 
Henee perſons may have Immediate right to Baptiſme both for 
themſelves and: theirs, .and yet not:of that. other Ordinance, as 
( according to the opinion: of ſome ) is proved by the Inſtance. 
of a Believer not aQually joyned to a particular Church, hence a1- 
ſo it cometh to pals, that, that may prevent the Adminiſtration 
of the Lords Supper in Churches, which is not a ſufficient Cauſe 
tohinder.the Admipiſtration of baptilve, E.G.io Caſe of Schiſme, 
we ſee the Adminiſtration of one of theſe Ordinances is luſ, pended 
but not of the other, 

Furrhermore, Baptiſme is.a Sacrament of Iniciatioy, or Inf ion 
into Chriſt, as thoſe Scripture Ex preflions of being bapt-2:d into 
Chriſt, baptized into one bedy, &c. do evince, Gal. 3.27: Rom. 
6.3:4 Cor 12.13. | 

Hence we read of twelve gates in New Iern/alem, Rev.ai.rz? 
which Judiciqus laterpreters take to be an Allyſon .5 tothe 

. & twelye 
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[+] twelve gates which were in lireral Ieruſalew, fo to the 
ewelve Congregations which are ſuppoſed to haye been in Chrt- 
ſtian ler uſalem, ( I mean the Chriſtians which Lyed in /eruſalem 
before the Romans deſtroyed it ) wherein baptilme was aamini= 
ſtred, and thereby perſons admitted, ( t e. Sacramentally ) into 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem, i, ce, the Catholick Church, Iris a Seal 
not ot growth in grace, but of Regeneration, T#.z.5, 1 Contels 
this Notion hath been” miſunderttood and abuicd by mary, but 
that doth not make'it to bean untruth. It was a perverting of 
this Principle, when choſe Antient Superſtitions were introauced 
of giving miik and hony to thoſe that were newly baptized, ad 
I»tantandum as Tertulyan ipeaketh to figoity the Spir#tual lufan- 
6//and Regeueration of thoſe that were bapuzcd, and of applying 
falt;' &'c*. ro them, becauſe thoſe Cuſtomes were of old uied to» 
Wards new born Infants, «1.7: 14,15. Exik,16.4. Allo trom 
the abaſe of this Principle, it hath come to-pals that in many Sys 
nagogues or meeting houſes ( C atacbreſtieally ftyled Churches) 
the Fort Rands at the door of the houſe, becauſe Baptilme'is 4 
Seal of Enterance into the Church. Yea, tbe Gentiles did bats 
tiate by Sacred waſhings; and from them the Papiſts have leain- 
ed to aſperſe holy water (astheycall it ) on thoſe that are enter- 
ing into the Church, Thus we hear himinghe famous Heathen 
Peet ſpeaking. | 


Tu genitor cape ſacra mitnupatriofy; penates 
"Me bello +tahtodigr: ſum & cade recents 
Atrrattare nefas, donec me fiumine viyo, 
Abluero, FEncid. 2, xv 
-& Faecid,” 6. 
Idem ter focios pur a cireumtulis und 
Spar gens rore lewier ramo fehcij oliva. 


+ Now all thelc waſhings, which the Gentiles uſed iq their * 


Sacra,luftin Maytvy ſaith that by a Diabolical Kexol na « 
( Diabolus eft dei fimia') they derived from the Scriptures and 
Cdffomes which were originally of divine Inftitution, Butas 
2 for 
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for the Lords Supper, it is a Sacrament not of Ia:#ation but of 

Confirmation, or growth in grace, There is thea in this reſpec 

a great differeace to be obſeryed in theſe two Sacraments; Hence 

it is that baptiſme is but once ra be adminiſtred ,..and. the Lords 

Supper of:en, becauſe a man is but oace Regenecate, whereas he 

is alwaics growing up in Chriſt, Now to Argue that if perſovs 

have right to a Sacrament of Inizzation, that chen they have ſo to 

the Sacrament of Confirmation is no cogent Reaſoning, Mr. 

eHede (y | hath truly obſerved, ( though he ſtretch that Princi- — Ong diam 
ple to another purpoſe } that the Eucharif is a Sacrament of [1 Folioyp, toz6. 
a diffecent nature from baptiſme, this is the Rite only of our aew 

birth, whereia.God accepts us to be his Servants, but the Lords 

Supper is the Sacrameat whereby we «<xerciſe rhe Functions of 

this new life, worſhipping and gloriſying God through Jeſus 

Chriſt, offccing up ſpiritual Sacrifice and ſervice to him, Fur- 

thermore, we have ſeen by Experjence that Infants of ſeven { nay 

of three ) years old have clearly evidenced that Faith and other 

graces were wrought in their hearts, ſo godly Ioſas, Timothy and ; 
others mentioned in the Scriptures had grace wrought in their 

hearts before they were come to Adult Age. Hayenot Children ' 

been Martyrs for the Truth, that Child which ſuffered Martyr- 

dome ['z ] with Romanus was but ſeven years old, were not + Fox 48s and 
ſome of the Martyred Children [' a } of Felicitar, who ſuffered gong” V9 
under the fourth Perſecution then in minority 2 1 omit here the © vid p.57158. 
old ſtory of the Pers Epbeſmi which antient Records ſpeak gf, 

but 1 would not wholly pretermit the true affeting tories which 

tothis purpoſe have of late been publiſhed [b] by a faichful ,. 1. 
Miniſter of Chrift, who hath to the great Comfort and: benefit Token forchit- 
both of Parents and Children cleared that matter to the world by © 
exemplifying in thirteen Children, who were cffeQually wrought 
upon in their minority, or in-Adult Age. Now Certainly, theſe 
Children had right tp baptiſme. Mr. Tombs himſelf ( for he 
Confeſſeth ['c | that ſuch Children as lobn Bapiſt was, might * *x2rcirfP*x24, 
be baptized) would hardly deny ir, but they had not Immediate 258. dat 
right to partake &t the Lords Table, fince by Reaſon of Age ( of ®7#53 Birtbpri- 
non-Age rather | they were not Subjgs capable thereof, To 4 1a bi; £:52ns 
Conchude, Mr. Hookers | 4] words ſeem to have much evidence 57 07222, 
of Trati and Reaſon with them.  Baptiſea? (ſaith he) j4the En- !> vis Survey of 


Church Diſci- 


[erange pline,pt. 2-72-16, 


44 A Diſtowrſe Concerning 

terance into Chriſs Family, there is morg to be looked at to make'a 

perſon capable of the Supper of the Lord, te muſt be able to Ex» 

mine bimſelf, and muſt not only have grace but growth in grace 

To the ſame purpo'e ſee Mr. Steves Z4arſhals learned and 

Judicious Sermon of lofanc Baptiſme, pag. 5r. As for that 

which is added to Confirme rhe ObjeQion thus farr Anſwer- 

' ed, wiz. that inthe fewiſh Church none were Circumciſed but 

they were Immediately admitted to the Paſiover , It is ſooner 

| then proved." x. The Jewiſh i[ e} Maſters tell us of 

& £0. Hottlager; three forts of ,7dvene 'of Profelytes, Gerei Toſchab, Proſelyti 

Li.c.t.p.2,18, Inquire, who did obſerve thoſe "GC ommandments which were 

hg Fri- called the ſeven Precepts of Neab, theſe indeed were nos 
p.ot. ©  Circumciſed ; 


2. Gerei Tedeh, Proſelytt fuftitie. Alias Gerei Gerurim, 


Profelyti To uu T0 who out of pure reſpec to Religion and 

the Name of God: became Proſclytes. Now theſe were ad- 

mitted to Circumciſion, Baptiſme, Sacrifices, Paſsoyer, and 

all Priviledges belonging to members, in the Church of Iſrael. 

Mevecnorien 3- Sbechirim, | f] Mercmarij, ſuch a Profelyte was ( as 

Circareif: ſome ſay) Circumciſed; but not-recived to further Priviledg- 

& -: enagen es. However, we know from Scripture, that that unclean- 

-* ehimexplican neſs would debarr from coming to the” Paſsover , which yet 

Kami did not unfit for-the other Ordinance of Circumciſion. As 

1 Levi Sar- Y * + . . 

$eloniea lib. Chin, alſo that Circamcifion was according to divine lofticurion ob- 

WE arm. Rabbi- ferved by many who never-were acquainted with the Ordi- 

: nance of the Paſzoyer. Thus have we the ſecond Objection 

Anſwered. . Neverthcleſs it may not-be amiſs for the Rea- 

der to bear in mind that Anabaptifts are wont to mske uſe 

of this very Aﬀument, ſufficiently Confuted-in the writings 

of the Orthodex *, who have maintained -the Truth againſt 
"x iphochuoca the oppoſcrs-of [g}} Infant Bapriſme. 

| nant 

Boot; me,p: 9. C H A P. RK, 


Anſwered by 
Mr. Blake, p. 44 


x He third Obje1m:, viz. That mimber= 
1 ſhip ma particular Church gatbered ac» 
carding t0.1Goſpel, Rulcs giveib right to 


the Subje& of Baptiſme 
The particular Cburch by taken in's 
very fri Senſe, viz. for wy unto whbors 
Cbriſt hath Commutted the power of the 
keys, more largely for that part of Chriſt wi- 
. fble Kingdome, which doth reþde in ſuch 6 
particulay place. The perſons in Queſtion 
members of the . particular - Church, not in 
the former, but in the latter Senſe. That 
the viſible and particular Churches arg nat 
one and the /ame, proved. That memberſhip 
in the partieular Church is not the formal 
Reaſon of Baptiſme, proved from Scripture 
ana Reaſan. 


We proceed to Conſider a third ObjeQion, viz. that member- 
ſhip ia a particular Church conſtituted according to Goſpel 
Rules is that which doth give right to Baptiſme, which ſince it 
cannot be affirmed concerning the Children in Concroverſy, 
therefore it may ſeem that they have no Title to Baptiſme. 

Unto this may be Anſwered. 

I. A particular Churcbis by ſome taken in a very ſtrict Senſe, 
viz. for a Company of profeſing Covenanting Believers entruſted 
by Chrift with tbe Keys of i be Kingdome of Heaven, Math.16.18, 
19. -Thus by Charch is meant a Society confifting of Elders and 
Brethren which are a Body. Politick, or Spiritual Corporation, 
unto whom Eccleſiaftical Juriſdiction doth entirely belong, Yea, 
the particu'ar Churchis ſometimesin the Scripture taken in this 
ſtrict Senſe, Ads 15.22,23. The Elders and Bretbreware there 
ſaid to benot only the Church, but the whole Church. See more 
to this purpoſe-in that excellently- Judicicas Epiſtle which 
Dr. Goodwin, and Mr. Nye haveprefixed to Mr. -C otfons Treas 
tiſe of the Keys, pag. 3. Now in this Senſe not only Children 
but alſo women are exempted from being members C onſtitnent 
of the particular Church. h. e. They have nothing to do with 
the power of the Keys. See that Pretace mentioned in the page 
Cited, andthe Reply of the diſſenting Brethren at We#tminitey, 
p4g.30, . and Dr. Owens Catechiſme, pag. #9. 103. Doubtlels 
fornc {uch/Notion as4bis muſt be aimed at by Learacd Mr. Nor- 

CG fon, 


40, When he aſſerts thit' woimen are members of the Church, 

Satuotimembers: ConFitutyt. - For thus he writeth in his acute 
b In M:Ss. Gnce and Iccurare diſcourſe [” þ } aboat Church memberſhip, the nem 
the wricing of #2 J03p Of @ ale Child Corfederating mediately, i. ©. 1n the publick, 
Sfife-Nortore is 02240 of thy Bſotber exrelleth ht miembe, fhip of the Motber Con- 
printed. SY fa 


d. rating [M2 2at#} in Vir wwn prr/n, becauſe the other, 
— aces: ny thowgh ſhe beg ChliV mel); yit 2 wh capable of being a mem- 
pag-20,21,  bey Confiititgnt bf the Eburth , fur only Bretbren Conſlitute a 

Cimreb, it that they alont be capable of Feing the Subjef of the 
power of th» K+yz,r Cor. 14:34. 1 Tim-2.12 So as that ſhould the 
BY#rbyen aye; the Siſters fur Bi JHhyg okra not continue a Church, but 
* Wold Irnieanately te dfſe th\e Chirch bers, &c.Thus Mr. Nor- 
tov. Nevertheleſs, we muſt, not t 'tx:lude either Women 
or Children from being the Subjects of Church diſcipline, we 
know that ics Civil Corporations thoſe that beloag to ſucha City 
are under the Juriſdiction ef the Aldermen, and Common Coon- 
cih who yet are not themſelves cither the one. or the orher.,” In 
#: Colledge, all that have their Names written in the Colledpi 
Book, are Sabjed to'the Statutes and Government of that Col- 
ledge, although no members Conftitucnt of the Corporation, 
even ſo all that have their Names written in the Church Book, h. e, 
all that are members of the viſible Church, are (i. ce. ought to 
be }) ſubject to the Laws of Chriſts Kingdome, and ſubmit'them:- 
ſclves to his Government exerciſed by. thoſe Spiritual Corpora- 
tzons which Chriſt hath endowed with'a Charter, albeit they are 
not members Conſtitnent thereof, or thoſe to whom the power 
of the Keys doth- belong. Neither let it be objected here, that 
we muſt not faſhion the Church according to the world. True, 


. but if men in the wotld do in ſome things order matters as Chriſt . 


hath appointed in his Church, we aced not marvel at it; for 
Chriſt being-the wifJome of God hath ordered matters in his 
Charch accerding.to the Rules of Infinite wiſdome, he hath alſo 
' bythe ſame Spirit of wiſdome taught-men to order Civil Conſti- 


tations aright. If therefore in ſoine things, the wiſiome of our | 


. . Anceſtors in'ordering of their Civil Governments, doth imitate 
that of Chriſtsin framing his 'Church, we may from the one 11- 
laſteatethe _ See niorc in the above praiſed Preface, p.z. 9. 

2. A particular Chucch is ſometimes taken more largely, go 

: [ 
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that ſpecial part of Chriſty viſible Church, which hath its ſubſi- 
Rivg in this or that particular place. Hence the Apoſe ſaith to 
the Corinthians, you are ih body of Chriſt and members in parti- 
cular, Epiſt.1.12,27. ſo then, they were not only belonging to 
the body or Church of Chriſt in genera), but members of that par- 
ticular part of Chrifts myſtical body, which was then in Corznth. 
In this ſenſe, it muſt not be .denyed, but that the Children in 
Queſtion are members of the particular Church, 6. e. they arc 
parts ( membrum «ft pars Integri faith the Logician) of that part 
of Chrifts viſible Church which doth reſide in this or that particu- 
lar place, as formerly hath been demonſtrated. As for thoſe who 
think there is no difference between the inſtituted. or particular 
Church ſtritly taken, and the Church y:ſible, ſo as that a man 
cannot be a member of one of theſe, but he-rult be ſo of the other 
too, their norion is eaſily eyerted. For that may poſſibly dif 
member a man as to a particular Church which will not do ſo as 
to che viſible Charch. 'Diotrephes did Caft Bretbren out of the 
Church:3 John to: Hg did not calt godly Souls wholly out of the 
viſible Church (for thr 9 pe iti bis powgr ).; But out of ſome 
particular Church. [5] E like jt Was out of. that particulax* 5*cEng-Aunot 
Church # Corinth, whete a Spirit of divilion'aad FaCtion preyail- 
ivg, might well occaſion” ſuch difqrders and abu es of Church 
Cenfurcs, Merrniiaybecaft our of the particular Church (clave 
&rrance) and yet not ur of ove Caopolek Church, either viſible 
or inivifible; * Again, '6s ohecan be a member of .the particular 
Chnrch withoor the'Coiſert of other men, but a man may.belong 
to the' viſible Church; Whether' men will or no. A man may 
make profeſſion of the Naine of Chrift, and his Converſation 
may be as becometh the Goſpel, whether men will orno, Now 
fach a Profeſſion and prattice, will Conftiture a;member of the vi: 
fible Church, but'a fartbtr act of Confaderation is neceſſary to 
Contiture bim a mettiber of an Inſtitured Church. Yet more, 
ſoppoſe a partitular Church to be diffipated and diſſolved by per- 
ſecution, fo as that all the members are cut off, onely ence or 
two, theſe eſcaped ones, of what Church are they members ? 
Net of the particular, for that hath new np being, therefore they 
are members 8oly ot the” Church general! viſible, as when a Cer- 
Poration td #Kidgdome is deſtr6yed; yet a ember of it eſcaping 

G 2 remainet? 
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remaia:th a member of the Kingdome, though not of- that Cot. 

poration,gyhich is diſſolved, fo it is here. 
_ *' 3. They will undertake a difficult province, who ſhall maia- 
tain that Memberſhip in a particular Goſpel Chuzch,. is the. for- 
mal reaſon of Baptiſmz, All and only they that have an intereſt 
in Abrabams Covenant have right to Ba ptiſme 3 now certainly, 
| ſome that are not ſtated Members in any particular Church, yet 
ate within Abrabams Covenant. There are who do obſerve 
& vide Belgick That in the Scripture there is ſome difference between thoſe terms 
Annotations of Brethren and Difeiples. (k) A. 21. 4,7. Brethren being 
uſed for thoſe that were incorporated in ſome particular Church, 
but Diſciples are the ſame with Chriſt:ans though not joyaed in 
particular Churches. Now . Diſciples as ſuch and not Brethren 
only have right to Baptiſme.. And truly it is hard to afficm, that a 
godly perſon maſt be denicd Baptiſme ſor his Childe meerly þc- 
cauſe he is not joynedTto a particular Church, though it may be 
the reaſon of bis not joyning is only the weakneſs of his tender 
x Conſcience which ſcrupleth his own fitpeſs for the Lords Supper; 
andfo for aQtual Memberſhipin the particular Church, and yes 
inthe'mean timewonld gladly have himſelf and his Conſccrated 
to Chriſt, yea and rejoy ce to be under the. Government and Laws 
of his Kingdome exerciſed in particular Churches, Beſides, the, 
Inſtitution of Baptiſme was precedanous co the Inſtitution of 
particular Goſpel Churches: . Thoſe, whom Jobn Baptized were, 
none bf them Members of a Goſpel Church ; nor will it ſuffice 
to ſay, that they were Members of the eo Church, and that, 
therefore Tobn Baptized them; If Baptiſme belonged to them as. 
Members of the Jewiſh Church, then I;by would have Baptized 
all ſuch Members, a quatenus ad omne valet conſequentia which we. 
know he did not, Luk.7. zo. Baptiſme is a Seale. not of the Old 
+ but of the New Teftament, and. therefore Memberſhip ia the 
Old Teſtament Church conld not give right thereutto, . Again 


+ SeeDr, Twiſſe particular Church, and yet he was no (1 ) Profelite to the lewiſh 
k Miced þ to Mi- Church, for hewas uncircumciſed, AE. j 1. z. Alſo the Eunuch. 
was Baptized beferc hewas a Church-m<mber, as to a particular 
Church, and although he might be a Jew:ſh Proſelite that could 


not inright him to Baptiſme,becguſe Baptiſm was no O:dinance, 


Cornelius was Baptized by Peter before he was joyned to any. 


of _ 
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of that Charch, and being baptized he was bound to relinquiſh + 
the Jewiſh Religion 8& Church and to joyn himſelf to the Chriſtian : 


Church. When Philip went to Samaria,we find not that there was 
any Church there planted at that time, yet he baptized them that 
belicyed, A. 8. The Jaylorwas not a member of an Inſtituted Ch. 
nor thofe in his houſe when baptized, 4. 16. z :.The three thou- 
ſand Converts were firſt baptized, As 2.4 1. then added to them, 
i,e.the Churcb,v,47,Thereis little ſaid to enarvate this Argument 


'only it is alleadged that the Adminiſtrators were extraordinary,but - 


ro that there isa ready, and it ſhould ſeem a rational Anſwer, viz» 


That extraordinary. Officers would not apply Baptiſme to unlanf ul - 


or wndue Subje&r. Certainly, the Apoſtles would pot adminiſter 


Baptiſme to namect Subjects, ( therefore they never baptized. - 


unbelieving Jews or Heathens, &c, ) yet ſoit maſt be, if mem- 


berſhipin a particular Chu-ch be a neceflary Qualification es - 


render one baptizable. For many thouſands that were deſtitute 
of this Qualification, did the Apoſtles baptize, yea, it ſeemeth 
a matter deeply to be Conſidered of, that we do not read in the 

| of any one perſon ever haptized aſter he was joyned to 
a particular Church, but of many thar were ſo before ſuch joyn- 
ing. Nor do we read of any one perſon admitted to the Lords 
Table ( ſigce the firſt Adminiſtration and Inſtitution of that Sa+ 


. red Ordinance) before his joyning to ſome particular Church, - 


but of many after that, which ſcemeth ſtrongly to intimate that 


* memberſhipina parricularChurch is a neceſſary requiſite as to ad- 


miſhon to:theLoras Supper,bat not ſo as to Baptiſme. Beſides Paul 
was baptized before he was joyned to any particularChurch, AZ. 
9:&that by Ananias who is thought ro be only an Ordinary T ea- 
cher, ſome conceive that hewas one of the Elders at Damaſcu:, 0+ 
thers think he was one ofthe 70 diſc-ples. But it cannot be proved 
that be was-an extraordinary Officer. Ler us further argue alittle, 


whenChildren of otherChurches are baptized by theOfficer of this - 


Church,ioto what Churchare they baptized? Not into that parti- 
cular Church,whbere the Seal is Adminiftred to them,for they are 
no members there, nor into that particular Church from whence 
they are brought,for the Oificer of one Charch,hath not pcwer to 
baptizea Child into another Church then his own, therefore it 
remaineth.tbat they arc baptized into the Church Univerſal. 

? G 3 Finally ; 
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Finally ; If memberſhip in the particular ( ſtritſy raken ) 8t 
Inſtituted Church be neceſſarily required before Baptiſme, it will 
then follow, that an Inſtituted Church may ( and in ſome Caſes 
ovghtio ) Confiſt of none but unbaptized perſons. Suppole a 
Company of Indians ſhould be Converted to the Faith of Chriſt ; 
according to this notion, they muſt firſt of all be formed into an 
Iaftitured Church and then baptized, ſo here is an Inſtituted 
Church, andnot one baptized member in all the Church. A thing 
never known in Apoſtolical-dayes, See P. B. defence of law- 
fulneſs of baptiziog Infants againft I. S. pag. 23, 30,31. and in 
the ſame difcourſe, Chaps 4. perrtotum, The ſumme of the An- 
ſwer is, That memberſhip in a particular Cburch 1s not the for- 
al Ratio of Baptiſme, And if it were ſo, it may (ſenſ ſao ) 
truly be affirmed of the perſons in Queſtior, that they are mem- 
bers of particular Churches, 


& HAP. XI. , 


T He fourth objefion that ſuch large «4 denini- 
ſtration of Baptiſme will Corrupt Churches, 
eAnſwered, The Synod provideth ag ain# the 
evil, Diſcipline the way to keep Churches pure, un+ 
due ftraitning of the Subjeft of Baptiſme, will end in 


Church Corruption. The fifth obje®ion eAnſwt- © 


red. That it is the viſobility of a Jufifying Faith 
that giveth right to Baptiſme;tbe perſons in Queſtion 
zo be accounted Believers, It followeth' not that 
therefore they are Immediately admittable to the 
Loras Supper. / 

It isin the fourth place objected, that the Adminiſtration 6f 
Baptiſme, according to the pleaded for Latitude is inconſiſtent 
with the purity of particular Churches? Anſwer. It is ſuch a 
pleaſant thing to hear men plead for the parity of Churches, as 
rhac, though they ſhculd miſs it, in their Apprehenſions, we may 
well bear with them, yea, the Lord the Search er of all hearts, 
when he ſeeth a finccre aim at holyneſs in his Servants doth mary” 


times not only overlook their miſtakes, but alſo reward their Sin-- 


ceriry, 
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the Subjef of Baptiſme. 
cerity, and therefore as for thoſe with whomthis objeCtion is a 


'real Scruple , we ought to carry it towards them with 
all manner of Love and Chriſtian moderation. Neverthclcls, 
Let the'Confiderate Reader miad the Anſwer, which is, 


x, That they whoſe notion is; that che particular Church isa 
Spiritual Corpora:ion cntraſted with the power of the Keys of the 
Kiogdome of Heayen, whereof women and Children are only 
members Inclufively, and not properly Conſtituent, or whoſc'no- 
tion is that memberſhip ia the particular Cturch,is not the formal 
Reaſon.of BaPriſcze, are not at all concerned in this Objection, 

2. The Synod doth ſufficiently provide for the purity of Chur- 
ches; inkfiriuch us they txcltide the perſons. in Queſtion From the 
Lords Table, anti that Priviledge of vering in Church affairs, till 
rhey be further Qualifyed: IVow it 3; not Baptiſme which will 


; Corrupt particular Churches, 6ut the admiſſion of pe» ſons unduely 


gual fed to the inaiagement of the affair; of Chriſis K bp comey #18 
to the Supper of the Lord, which is ay Ordinance peculiacly belong- 

to thoſe in}, ( and never regularly Adminiftred to any out of.) 
particular Churches.. And as for a fairhful Care concerning Ad- 
miſfionsto the Lords Table. I'know no men that have been 
mire regularly ſtrict and exact aboat that matter, then thoſe that 
have been ſtrenuous Aſſertors of Baptiſme according to the Syno- 
dical Latitude. "8a 

3. It is a Zealous and diligent Attendance to diſcipline accord- 
ing tothe Rules of "Chriſt and not Curtailing the Covenant that 
will keep Churches pure. There are two wayes practiſed by 
men in order to keeping Churches pure, the one is bumane, the 
other is divine, The hamane way is to ſtraiten the grace of the 
LordsCovenant,that is the way of the Anabaptifſt. The divine wa 
is faithfully to attend diſcipline. Now ie will be found in the 
Iſſhe, that the divine way only is that whith will attain the Eng, 
experience doth teſtify that Charches have bcen pure or impure, 
according as diſcipline hath flouriſhed or been eyanid among} 
them. Lock abroad the world upon the Corrupted Collapſed 
Ctiurches that are in many places, and we fhall ſge that they have 
little more then a Carcaſe of diſcipline amongſt them, withouy 
the life and power of it, which is the true-and great Reaſon of 
their Corruption. | TP 


# 
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4. It is to be feared that the denyal of ſuch Baptiſme as is di- 
ſputed for, will in time Introduce Corruption and Impurity into 


Churches.For hereby. perſons out of the exceeding great delire; | 


which they havethat their C hildren might be baptized, ( and 
who can blame them for that?) are put upon a Temptation to 
venture upon the Lords Table before ſuch time as they are ſo well 


-qualified for it as were mect yea and Churches allo arg hereby put 


-& Lege Gtaker 
contra wardum 
- &Baxter of con- 
fir mation), p32, 
33, 113 114. 


avenant in Col 
7.18. T horn- 
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upon a Temptation to belax in their Admiſſions to the Lords Tas 
ble,that ſo theymay be quiet from the continual clamours of thoſe 
that do account themſelves not a little wronged, whenBaptiſme is 
withheld from their Children. Theſe thiogs may ſerve to Anſwer 
thar ObjeRion,but there is another wherein there ſeems to be a 
real knot. For in the fifth place it may be alleadged,that the per- 
ſons in Queſtioo,cither have to the Judgement of Charity a Juſti- 
fying Faith or not.[f-not they (and conſequently their Children ) 
are not baptizable. If yea, then they are forthwith admittable 
te the Lords Snpper. Anfwer. 

I..I do readily acknowledge, that as it is only a Juftifying 
Faith which giveth cight to Baptiſme Coram Deo, lo it is the pro- 
reſſon or viſibility of this Faith that giveth right thereunto Co- 
ram Eccleſia, Some have maintained that a Dog mazical Kij#to- 
rical Faith, or a Faith of Aſſent to the Truth of the Goſpel doth 
entitle to Baptiſme. But the common [4 | Proteſtant DoQtrine 


& againſt the, Papiſts ſpeaketh otherwiſe. Though a man ſhou!d 


believe all that the holy Scriptures ſay concerning God andChriſt, 
yet ifhe doth not Conſent with his bea-t,. that this God ſhall be 
bis God, and this Thrift bis Saviour,he hath not right toBaptiſme 
in the Gght of God, or if he doth not profeſs ſuch a Conſent (which 
is Implyed in the Propoſition before us when itis ſaid concerning 
the perſons in Queſtion that they gave «p themſelves tothe Lord ) 
he cannot juſtly claim. Baptiſme, In moſt Churches -in the 
World men own the Creed { called the Apoſtles ) before Ba- 
ptiſme, now rherein they ſay | believe {In ] God, and not only 
| bclieve God, /e. with a Faith of aſſent only in the underſtanding, 
now to believe in God implieth a conſexe of the will chooling this 
God for my God:&conſidering that in Baptiſme there is a profeſ- 


Hon of Repentance for paſt tranſgreſſigns, and an engagement to 


walk ia newneſs of life for tune go come} Mark, 1.4. 2 Per. 1:g. 
re- 
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the Subje@ of Baptoſme. 
And that it cometh in the room of Circomciſion, which was'a 
Seal of the Rightecaſneſsof Faith, Rom. 4. 4 7. and that thereby 
remiffien of Sins is ſcaled, e477. 2.38. which Remiſſion is not 
promiſed to any Faith but _juſtifyiog,, Alſo that Baptiſme is ſaid 
to fave,y pet, 3.21. and they that ate Paprized are ſaid to be in 
Chriſt, Tal. 3. 27. «nd 'to have Commogion” with Chriſt, 
in reſpec of his Death avd ReſurreQion, Rum: 6 4, 5. C0, 
2+12. | ſay from theſe and many the like conſidetations I am 
fully perſwaded that is nor a meer Hyftorical but ['# | Juffi- 
fying Faith which giveth xight to Baptiſme. . 

2. The perſons in effion "arc ſych as in the Judgemeit of 
Rational Charity have Tuch a Faith: if a man, doth ſeriouſly pro- 
fcſs that he doth accept of Jefus Chriſt as his only Lord and $Sa- 
viour, except he be a perſon that hath ſome way forfeited his 
credit, Charity requireth us to believe him, x Cor, 13.7, indeed 
ney that have by an,ill cartiage forfeited the eredit of their pro- 
feihon, we muſt ay for further fraits-before we are bound to 
Judge that they ſpeak. the, truth, but if it be a credible perſon 
that ſpeaketh, the Law of ;Nature, and of Chriſt, and the Apo- 
ſolical practice in reeciving fuch teacheth us to believeand hope 
well concerning ſuch ſerious Pr:feſſours. The queſtion'is not whe 
thee the perſons under diſpute are uridoubzedfy'true Believers;Na 
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no man'can ia 


abt brit that. many of. them are nat fo; but whether they pothbly, 


[ and probabſy]- may be true Belſeugrs, 


is not any one particular perſon of them, concerning whom we 

can ſay, that he is not ſo; yealt is certain, of every man of them 
© thathe isa true Believer, if wharhe ſaith, coricetnin 

true; Now\jf aman'be fo qualtfie] as that 


n Sacramenta _ 
non conferunty> 


will 
fde 


ſaltem eam pre 
ſe terunt, adeo 

certis 
argumentis com- 
pertum eſſe poſe 


ut nullis 


it, cam efle 


ementitam.Theſ 


Salmur vol. 3 
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reaſon judge otherwiſe but that mafly-of them are ſo, yea there 


-onicetning himfelf by © 
tis probabſe'thar he” 


is among # the number of Believer 7, yea certaiti tha he is fo,ifhe'- 


: donotmikea falſe and Mypocritical Profeffion of his embracing 
Chriſtiao. In'brief, true Faith doth confiſt in the R efgnation 
of a mans ſelf up to the Lord, now the perſons ir queſtion profels 
that they do thus; and we ought ro hope that/ they are fincere in 
that Profeſſien becauſe nothing: contrary doth appcar,bat ſevery 
E.G, The 
ſerauſnejs 


; 
Ti thiugs there are which call for a Charitable Judgement, 


- Chriſt, Charity that hopeth the'beſt requireth us *till ſomething 
contrary do appear, to hope that ſuch a perſon may be'a rrue* 


if iis qui vel 
m habent vel 
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ſeriouſneſ3 avi ſolemuity of the Profeſſion in-offenſivenefs of con- 
verſation, a willing fabjeCtion to the Holy Goycrament of Chriſt 
appointed in his Church, &c. * 

3, It will not foffow that therefore theſe perſons arc Imme- 
dutely to be admitted to the Lords Table, or to the Priiledges 
of fall Communion, for move full and ſatiefatory Evidenses of 
Regeneration and of Chriſtian proficiency are requiſite in order 
to &dmiſkon to the Lords Supper, then {in order ro Baptiſme. 

w Mr.Gelaſpi in INere ſeemeth to be much evidence of Reaſon and Scripture 
they foprs ci- light in that which a (w ] learned Writer ſpeaketh when he bath 
theſe Words, This «Argument ( viz. from the Admiſſion of 


w:fiog tothe Lord! Table, where ſome further and more exatt proof 
Muſt be bad of ones fitneſi and qualification for the Communion of 
Saints, even thoſe fp. when they are. Baptized are hut locipientes 
whe they come to the Lords Table they are Proficieutes. There is 
mire required in Profi:unts then in Noviees and Beginners, ds 
tbere is more. required to fit owe. for ftrowy Aﬀcar thee for AMfilk. 
Mareover, if all that acc.in a. ſtate of Juſtification are immedi- 
ately to be admitted to the Lords Table, then cither-we muſt deny 
. Chat [nfants ace in a ſtate of Salvation, ar we muſt ran-into that 
Which was of old. a grofs. Error in the Church, andis at this day 
atone bf a cuſtome in theſe IS. hg Chriftians, who ace known 
Los * FU dy thename of [ x JCopbti{» ] Adiſives, a] Armenians, [4] 
yZab. del:1ig, Afaroniter, &c. who diſtribute. the Euchariſ# to Children pre« 
 Erklop. fentlyafcertheic Baptiſme.. Butlet our-Brethren if they can, in 
> ere, ftancejn anyonepure Church throughqut the World, in aoy age. 
$77. Purebas- of it, thathave beenas large inthe AJminiſtration of the Lords 
'  * Supper,aq they have been reſpeting the SubjeAt of Bapaiſme, 
e excepting ſome few of late. -I kaaw that in Corrupted, Col- 
lapſed Churokes, it hath been (o.( as but now was intimated ) but 
not in pare-Churches walking according tothe primitive. paterit. 
Ferbo. A Believer aod his Heulc (43. e. his poſterity ). is ſtraight- 
way to be admitted to Baptiſine, A8.156 z 1,33. but we cannot 
y, that. every Believer-is #-aigbt -wey . F264 0142 dum 
dpſares geriter ) or immediately to be adaitted co the Lords 
Table. Te conclude, thus [ argue, If we finde in the Scripture, 
ths Dilcples, yea, Beligvers (bat had in the judgement of 


| 


perſons ſo, or ſo, qualified to Baptiſms } doth not fully reach Ad- | 


the Subjed? of Baptiſme; 

Charity a juſtifyiog Faith aod were thereu Baptized, yet were 
not admutted to the Lords Table for ——— hve Dae Ba« 
prime; then it is lawful toadmit-to Baptiſme, though not pre- 
deatly to the Lords Supper; but ( nos to mention athers ) we 
read of twelve Diiciples or Bdievers at Epbeſss, who were not 
adnutced to the Lords Supper of ſundry years after their Ba- 


* Prue therefore ir follgweth not, that if che'perſons in queſtion 


. be as0 the judgemene of. Charity ( yea- in {incerity ) Believers 
that che chey muſt needs be-without avy further delay admitred 
to the Lords Table, and to all other Priviledges, or td full Come 
munion, A@. 19.1,2,3,7.Anditis abundantly clear that in the 
Primitive times, many were admitted to-Bapuſme who were not 
admitted to the Lords Supper; Nay, who had not ſo much as 
once heard of the Lords Supper,v. Aidaſp. in Text.de pan, Hence 
the Ancients do generally and frequently ſay, that a Baptized per- 
ſon is not a f<rFe& Chriſtian till iuch timeras he be un&us or c01- 

r mates, their meaning is, that he may be Baptized, and yet not in 
* Communion a to all Church Priviledges, See Mr. Hanmer 
of Conficm. P.25 16. but this ObxGtivn was partly anſwered 


before, Chap.7. & 9. 


'CHAP. XII, 

T5 ſoxth Objeftion, viz, that the perſons in 
Queſtion neyer bad any other but an 1». fant 
memberſhip, which cannot continue in eAduit age, 

| eAnſwered, Perſons thus -Qual:ficd are mitt » 
biys, though in Infancy, they had not been ſo, In- 
Iofant memberſhip may continue. Proged ; becauſe 
that-part or Intereſt which a man badin the Lord, 
when an Infant may continue all biz dayes, ſuck 
' Children when 4dult may. be Caſt off. They are 
the Lords Snbjetts and bond Servants, Thizot-« 
jeftion Contradifts the great a: figne of Infant Bap» 
viſme, and Crofſe:b the Covmant of grace, Chil- 
dren regenerated tu. Infancy retain their member= 
ſhip, God bath received them into bis Cbarcbh ang 
meper put them cit, therefore they are members [4:3. 
The 1ews retain'd their memberſhip, wen Aduit, 
H :8 ths 
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A diſcourſe concerning 
' - ©. ©" this notion of #0m-Contitadnge: is uncomfortable 
189, '21'k do8tine- for-- Godly ' Parents and: Childres. The 
+ + © © Brincifles whith it tr fownded upon, are weak, there 
© '- 859008 @ Spectfical difference between the members 
h ' Nvipof Infants, aud of perſons Adult, areal and not 
a meer Imputed bolyneſs is to be - affirmed of ſome 
Infants, Children of the faithful beirs. A new ſort 
. of memberſhip will. Infer. Rebaptization, Conclu « 
_ * ding diſtinibions ve be ended throughout this wholg 

by | Aiſcouyſe. WEL 370110 [15 6. : FS, 
There is 0ne Objettion 'morexo be ſubjeBed to Examination., 
which becauſe there arethat lay the weight of their whole Cauſe 
upon it, we 6 p of Chrift } endeavour afull An- 
fwer tot, It is then: objefted thatthe perſons in Queſtion are 
no members of the viſible-Charch,becauſc they nceycr had any 
memberſhip, but what they receivediia lafancy, which member- 
ſhip neither doth nor can continue, whea perſons are adult, and 

conſequently they have no right to Baptiſme? - 

Anſw. 1. liicafc the perſons. cunceratog whom rhe Queſtion is 
had neyer been admitted inco the Church.in their lofancies, yet 
being qualified as in the Propoſition is expreſſed, they would be« 
come Members ef the viſible Church. Should an Indian or any 
other Infidel make a ſolemn Profeſſion that he doth believe ac- 
according to the Chriſtian Faith, and this Profeſſion not be con- 
tradicted by his life, and withal deſire Baptiſme ; yea, and ſub« 
mit himſelf to the Government of Chriſt in his Church, and Pro. 
miſe to be the Lords Servant; for ought we know ſach an one 
may be of the Inviſible, bur we arc rherefote ſare that he is of 
the wiſizle Church. Now all this is found in thoſe Children whoſe 
intereſt we are pleading for. 

z. Whereas. its (aid that a Afemberſbip received in- Infancy 
cannot continae bur. is always. invalid and extinft, when the In- 
fant cometh to be Adulr, that aſſertion cannot be truth, as the 
following Arguments do manifeſt, . | 

Argument; . 1. If the part or intereſt which ſome Infants 
haye in the Lorddoth coatinue, when they are Adult, then their 
memberſhip received ia Infancy doth not alwayes ceaſe & vanifh 
When they are adulc;for to be 4 Eburch member 19 have a part in 

| b "the 


> aw 
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the Lord are terms equivolent, I:ſh;-22, 24, 25, 27. The Church | 

and the Pevple, of God are the ſame-thing variouſly exprelled, hy 
2 Chron.2 3. 16, our Engliſh word Thurch is { 4] thought co come 47 ©2530 257+ 


\ : : 4 yide Fulleri 
from %Upraxn which is as much. as to ſay,ebe Lords People, To M:ſcil.Sacr, L2; 


be of: the number of Gods People and to be a Church member are © 
one and the fare ; To be continued a Member of the Gherch is 
tobe continued.amongſt the number of the Loyds People, er to 
cemmaione of them that do belong to the onlytrue God, but the 
part or intere$$ which /ome 1nfanti bave in the Lord doth continue 
when Adutt : That Intereſt which Timothy and his Mother and 
Grandmother had in the Lord whilſt thepwere Inſants did conti- 
nue when they were Adult, 2 Tim. 1. 5.& z. 15. So the intereſt 
which David while an Iofant had in God continued when he was 
&dult, thereforc he ſaid, Pſal.22.10. I was ca#F- upon thee from 
the Wornb, thou art my God from my. Alothers Belly. Lord { ſaid 
David . I have been committed to thy care aud keeping ever 
fince I came into the World, and therefore thou wilt not caſt me 
off now; by vertue of thy Covenant, I have had an Intercſt in 
thee ever ſince 1 was born, and therefore thou wils be my God 
and Saviour.ſill, - Now if his part which he. had)in the Lord 
being an knfant were yaniſhed and nullified, how could he plead 
that as an Argument with the Lord, and ſtrengthen his Faith there- J 
on for Mercy ? how could he ſay, not only thoy waſt my; God as 
ſoon as | was born, but thow art my God from my Mothers belly, 
if his Relation to God were not contiaued, 

Argument a. It Children that were received into the G hurck 
in their minority may after they be come Adult be caſt off, then 
they continue Mcmbers when Adult, For certain it is, that no 
man can- loſe that which. he hath not, he cannot be cut off \ 
from the Relation which he is a.ſtranger to, or be caſt out of ſuch 
an bouſe if he be not within, or caſhicred of ſuch a company, if 
he be not ane belonging thereunto ; but they that were received 
into the yiſible Church when. lafants may after they beceme 
Adult be caſt off,a!beit they have no new memb:rſhip additional to 
that of their Infant Eſtate, elſe why did Dawia ſay to Solomon, 
if thou forſakethe Lord he will caſt thee off for ever, 1 Chron. 28. 9, 
what was it that Solomon was in danger of beingcaſt e from? 
ſucely it wasin parihat viſible Relatioo, which hen being in his 

| þF migority 
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minority he ſtood in before the Lord, or his Charch-memembErs | 


ſhip : and whey was he in danger of being thus coſt of ? even 
after hisAdult age, therefore Church-memberſhip or vilibleRela- 
tion to God though received in Infaney, doth ſometimes 


.. continue in Adult age, and vaniſhethnot with Infancy, did not 


the Lord himſelf Denounce and Execute a - Dreaoful Sen- 
tence of Excommunication upon Apoſtate I/rae}, Jcrem. 3.8, 
Now what new. ,Church memberſhip were they deprived of be« 
yong what did in their Infancies apperzain to them? yea, and who 
1s able to prove that in the day of their being Caſt of by the Lorg, 
they had any better ( or near ſo good ) memberſhip or ſtanding 
in the viſible Church, then theſe haye whoſe Intereſt we Alert? 
Moreover, the Author of this Objection acknowledgeth, that 
members ceccived in Infancy, when they come to be Adult ( in 
Caſe they break the Gov ) may and ought tobe downed 
by the Church, now I would know, what is th14 diſowning ? citzer 
It is an hamane device, or it is part of that Diſcipline whictt 
Cheift hath appointed in is Church, If it be @ hamane de- 
vice , away with it. Let mhave nothing in the Church, bat 
what the Lord- Jeſus hath Inftituted, Eſpecially, let not 
thoſe who arc ready to accuſe others with deſigns of Introds- 
cing bumane Invent-ons into the Church, becanſe they would 
praQtice that , which.upon much fludy and Enquiry after the 


mind of Chriſt, they believe is aceording to his will, fet up an 


Ordinance which the word ſpeaketh nor of, _If.it be a part of 


that Diſcipline which Chriſt hath appointed, then it muſt be ap- 


plyed to none but Church members, ſince the End and defigne of 


. diſcipline is as that great Divine [.b } well expreſſeth ir, Ad tol- 
'l» lenda Scandala ex _ Dei, to remove Scandals out of the 


Church of [God, therefore perſons that do no way belong to the 
Charch of God are not Subjects capable thereof, 
Argument 3. The Synods Reaſon taken from the Relation of 


. Subjets and bond-Servants, ſtands unfhaken and Irrefragable, 


notwithſtanding apy thing that hitherto hath been faid, to Inya- 


-lidate it; they that are born the Subjects of ſuch a Prioce, do re» 


main his Subjects, when they grow. up to Adult Age, and ſhall the 
Children of Chriſtians who arc born and baptized the Subjects of 
Chriſt the King of Kings, Extk, 37.24425- ceaſe to be his 1 

. jets 


| 
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jets, when once they are! grown to years of diſcretion? Is not 
this dotrine highly Anti-chriſtian, yea, very Iojurious to the 
Kingdeme of the Lord Jeſus, which doth at once deprive Jeſus 
Chrift of the greateſt part of his Adult Subjets, which he hath in 
the world > one that is born the Servant of* ſuch a M iſter, doth 
continue his Servant, after that he is become ' Adule, Now the 
Child of a Believer is born the Servant of God, therefore did 
Davidſay; © Lord truly | am thy Seryant, | am thy Servant, the 
Son of thy bandmaide, Pſd.116.16. though he were now come ro 
r of diſcretion, yet he proveth that he was the Lordz Servant 
Ml, becaufe he was the Son of a believing Mother, he doth not 
only ſay, I wasthy Scevant, but } 4 ſs, becauſe born of one that 
was fo, Butifthis doAtrine which we diſpate againſt be Truth, 
one might have ſaid to him, you are miſtaken Pavid, your Argu- 
ment proveth no ſuch thing as you bring it for, it only proveth 
that you were Gods Servant when an Infant,but now where you 
are 2 man your Relation to hunt Ceafeth for all that, but Parid in 

Spirit ſaid chiz, and therefore we know his Argument was goods 
Argument -4. -Fhat Aﬀertion which doth Contradict the great 
deſigne of, and ſpecial thing which is ſignifyed'in and by the Bap- 


tifme of Infants is unſound, but-ſo doth this Aﬀertion concerning - 


the nox- Continuance of Childrens Relation to God when they be- 
come Adult, for what is the *great Deſigne of Infant Baptiſme, 
but that thereby the Children of the fairhful mighe be forever 


ingaged to the trae Godin Chriſt > Is notithis one thing thereby + 
hgnifycd, that now this Childe is become the Lords, not for four- 


teen or twenty years, but as Tong as fie ſhall tive, when as this 
notion of n21n-Contiuuance of member ſhip holds forth the contrary, 
viz, that-when Infants are become Adult, the Ingzgement that 
was between God and them is expired and null.” 

Argument 5. That Aﬀertion which runs croſs to the Covenant 
of grace isnet to be admitted ;*but fo doth this  Forin the Co- 


venant God promiſeth to be « G24-not only to che Pareat, but 'al- 


fo to the Child and that Ewerlaftingly, Gen, 17.13. Plal 48: Laft. 
when as this Aﬀertion brings in 4 newCovenant,whereia the Lord 
doth not promiſe to continue to be the Childs God}; as he doth to 
derthe Fathers God, We ſay of the Anabaptiſts, chat ſure, their 


Threat cannot be found, becauſe they-make a Covenant 4 


i 
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God nevermade, even a Covenagt which taketh in the Pareng 
but leaveth out the Child; the like may we ſay of this Aſſertion, 
which teaGheth that God doth Covenant to be the Parents God 
for ever, except he violate the Covenant by chooſing another 
God, but that he} covenants to be the Childes God, only 
twenty years or till he become Adult, and thea though the 
Child never did chooſe any other but his ' Fathers God, yet his 
time is out, be is ſet at liberty from his Service to the true God, 
and wbat bath be to do with the Lord God of Iſrael, Joſhua 22.24: 
.Is not this to make that Covenant temporary which the Lord hath 
.called-Everlaſting, Gen. 17.42, Iſai.24 5c 1 Chron. 17.22..laa 


word, eAbrahams Goyenant is but ove,embracing Father and 


Child with both Arms, when as this notion maketh zwo Cove« 
nants, ( Specifically different the one from the other ) of the Co- 
venant of grace, one that is with the Parent, which laſts for ever, 
. another with the Child which is of force, it may be twice or 
. tbricejſeven years, and then the Leaſe is out, For my part 1 


neither can, nor dare believe this to be true, eſpecially conſider- 


_ibvg that the Lord doth expreſfoly promiſe in his gravivus COVE» 
'H Fig a God creo fromtehe wed zo Gray irs, Ifai.q6.3,4. 
Argument 6. Children that are Regenerated in cheir Minority 

do retain their memberſhip in Gods Church, but ſome ſuch Chil- 

drenthere arc, 19b, 3 1. 28... Luk. 1.15, 2; Timeg.is. therefore it 
_folloveth ungenyably that. a memberſhip recgived'in Infancy 
_ may Cotitinue in Adult Age. | 


Argument 7, They whom the Lord hath received into his 


Church do there. Coutinue till God put them out, but God hath 
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Mark 8.12;TbeP nctard of the Lord; Math-23.41,43:Now Jwould 
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ask any onethavmaketh this Objection;z. whether he doth, or can 
think in his Conſcience, that 3/the legs had b;en qualified as is in 
#be Propoſition expreſſed, that then Cod would have rijeGed them, 
and their Children from being bis people, Ido not think that any 
ſober men will fay, or can think ſo, andif not, why ſhould we 
reject and diſown believing Gentile Parents and. their Children, 
conſidering that, that Kingdome which did belong to the Jews is 
nov given tothe Gentiles, Math. 21.43." 28:19. and that the 
Scripture doth expreſly declare that calledinchurched Gentiles do 
not loſe their viſible Relation to God as long as they continue in 
the faithful Prefeiſon of the Truch of che Goſpel, for the reje- 
Qing whereof, the Jews were deprived of their vilible Church 
Eſtate, Rom. 1 1.20,22- ſurely had we more of the Spirit, Grace, 
and Paticnceof the Lord, in our hearts, it wou!d be otherwiſe 
with.us; we are. (ſaith Mr, Cotton in his Judicious Treatiſe of 
Infant Baptiſme) ſhallow and narrow our ſelves, and ſo we mea- 
ſure the Grace of®God and the Covenant thereof agcording to our 
own [cancling. ; | * ; , 
Argument gy. That Aſſertion which is a moſt uncomfortable 
ſaddening DoCtrine to the Gedly, both Patents andM@hildren is 
to be rejected, as not being from the Spirit of truth, God ſpeak» 
eth comfortably ro his People; Iſa;; 40, 1. and . would not have 
their hearts ſaddened, Ezek, 1 g.22. andthe [pirit of truths; the 
"Comttorter, #06. +6, 7. Bat it is another-Spirit which is the Authog 
.of-alt DoCtrines which are indeed dark anduncomfortable;io 
thoſe that fear the Lord, and ſo is this aſſertion. ; : 
1. Its uncomfortablg ro Godly Parents, How great a, com- 
Fortis it to a godly man, to think; though I dye. and leave';the 
World and my poor Children are left behinde me, yet God will 
be with and bleſs them when I am gone, Gen. 2.5, 14. & 48. 27: 
Prov.2 0.7. leave them -intereſted -in-God for ever. As a pre- 
cious man when dying, called his Children” about him and ſaid, 
C bildren, | have nothing 10leawe you, but. a. God, anda; gracious 
Covenant, and thats enoughfor you. $S0-on the other. hand,how 
doleful and diſmal is it, tor a map to. think, my, Children when 
once they aze grown up-to years of. diſcretion, have no intereſt 
in God, nor ao the Coyenant of, his Grace, were this .Doctrine 
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62, 


A Diſcourſe Comerning 
on Lords: Covenant above # thouſand Worlds: But 

effed be God that it is falſe, | 

2. [ts uncomfortable ro the Children of Godly Parents how 
thany of the Ele of God have fonad this a ſweet conſideration. 
to them, that they coulday, the Gad of my, Father, and truly 1 
am the Sonof thy Handmaid, Remember that I was thine, a 
fore Ever Satan had any thing to do with m2, yea before 1 was 
bord into the World, Deat.29.14,t5. and though by manifold 
breaches of Covenant I have deſerved that thon ſh»uldit caſt 


. me off, yet remember thy Covenant, and that / am thine ſt.l, I 


appeal to the ſanCtified Experience of Gedly Children, if they 
have not fognd the DoEtrine of '# contind:diiatereſt in the Cope « 
nant of Grace tobt full of glorions confolation. -- ow! 

Argument 16. The Pcjaciples nove whieh this notion (of an 
impoſſibility of the tontiguance of a M:mberſhip reccived, in 
Iofancy ) is built, falls-ro thi Groand, and therefore the ſuper- 
AraAFure built thereon canoot tznd. There is fittle of Scripture 
ancdged forthis conception, but the grounds of it are principally 


1. Thaſthere is a ſpecifical difference between the Member- 
ſhip of an [nfant and of one that is Adalt; this notion ca anot bold 
water: Do but ask aoy Logical 7yro, of what ſort the diſtri- 
bationis; when Charch-menmvers (ar any other Members ) are 
ge into Infants /and Adoltz he wilt anſwey you, that ic 
is 2 diftribution of the Sabject from its Adjunts, and therefore it _ 
cannot be a diſtribution of-the G enus into its Species, Beſides 


- rhiogsthat do Specificaly differ can never. be the ſame : as a Man 


and Brait can never be the ſame; Take young Bruit and keep | 
it an handced yeats, h: will never be a Mn, but keep a young 

Childeſolong, and he will become ari aged Man, the reaſon is 
becauſ@there is a Specifical difftrence between a Man and a 
Braite, but not betwetn'an old Man and a: Childs So he that is 
now'an'lafant-member will hereefter be an Adult-Mcmber, which 
conld.not be if cheſe Yid'Specifically differ; Again, things that 
are of the ſ#me nature do not Specifically differ { for we do not 
in, this Diſpute take Specier in; the notion' that Individus arc 
Specier butfo? the fame with Genes ) but fo is the Memberſhip of 
anJafan!, and of 4 perſon Aduſt, Roog and Branch are of the 


lame 


th/Subjed of Baptiſm 
- ſame nature,”as common experience proveth, fame? 5:12, Bbt 
the memberſhip of eheChild is as the Branches and the Parent'is 
the Root ; witnels Rom. 1 1.16, Therefore they are of ſurely rhe 
ſame natnte, Ergo, not ſpecifically - different : 1s it vſuall for 
men that hold an Errour to-cut the throat of their own Prin» 
ciplesz {0 doth (as it ſcemeth ro me) the-Author of this Notion, 
when be profelleth that the Zolyneſs and memberſhip of Parent 
and Chia are of the ſame nature, yea, one and the very ſame; 
How can that be, if they ſpecifically differ, Furthtimivre, thoſe 
things which have the ſame eflential cauſes , even the ſame 
mattcr and forme, do not ſpecifically diffcr, but this is true con- 


cerning rhe memberſhip of an Infant and of an Adalt perfon,, 


there are the ſame eſſential” cauſes of both, for Saintſhip'is the 
matter, and Confederation the forme, both'of the one and the 
other; Buc whereas for the countenanc;ng of this conceipt it 
is ſaid, that there is ſomething required 'as'an.effeatial conditi- 
on. (viz, works and fruits) of the Paretts in order to mem- 
berſhip, which is nop required of the child, rhercfpre- they 0 ſpc+ 
 cifically differ ; this is as if one fhovld fay, there is ſomething 
required of an Officer in'a Church, Which is not required of 
dther members, therefore there is a ſpecifical difference be- 
tween the memberſhip of an Officer and of a com23ort member. 
The other, Principle upon which this notion of non-contiriuance 
bf memberſhip is founded, is cbr the bolzyeſt of Infants is only 
imputed, and thereforcit ceaſetb, when they being capable to act 


r themſelves are incapable of Advantage by meer Parental Im- = 


puted Holineſs ? FAY | | 
. Anſwer, Should it be afficined that the inherent SanQiication 
of the Þ arent is ifnputcd tothe Childe that were a dangerous Afs 
ſertion, and were in effec to make the Parent the Childs Chrift, 
bur-if the meaning of the- Objection. be, only, that the Patents 
profcfſion and a} of confederation, is {p imputed to his Childe as 
that he is thereby reputed a Proftflour and Confederator, this is 
true but it xoucherh not the Qieſtion; For Confutation then, we 
afficm, that the Holinels of Iofants is real. Federal Holineſs 
is real; but the Holineſs of Infants is farderal, z Cor. 7. 14. Deat, 
29-13. Beſides, it is a marvellous miſtake to think rhat perfons 


Agulc, or that lofants are ſaid to be boly, only ppon account An 
"1.1 "FY 2h .* 


See Blake p. 77, 


Af diſcourſe.concerning 
laherent or qualitative Ralingfs, far the:Scriprure ackno wledgeth 
ochral Holineſs,” Thus the body, of the [4e1itifh.,N4ti9» was 
y.. As ta Lahecent Holinels or ſaving SanCtification, the 
gceatelt part ofthem were (trangecs to it, but they were all foe Je- 
rally Holy, Beat 7.6. © 44.4, :26, 19,19. Exr4.9.2. Dan,s. 
24, &.1e.7«thereforg al@zhe Gayenant'is called the Holy Co- 
venant, Dan.r 128,30. Luk,2-23., Begauſe they thatgre with- 
in.the Govenanit argan Holy People, Sec Mr, i42oker of the Co + 
venaot, Þ48-44-. . The Scriptyre ſpeaketh.of an Holineſs which. 
iztraaſmitred from Father to.Childe, Rm, 14. 16, 1 Cor, 7, 14, 
which cxangt be ſaid of Inherent Holiacſs. . Again, if the Childe 
in ne emberThip of his owa really diſtin from the. Parents 
Mzmbetſhip, this gotion of a meer imputed Holineſs vaniſheth, 
Butſo itis, as appears becauſe the Mzmb:rſhip of the hilde_ 
miy continuz when the Memberſhip of the Parent is utterly cea- 
ſed, gan oy etorchg Farrar is dead; the weight, of this Argu- 
ment hath ſo, preſſed the beloved Brother who layeth, the Ntreſs 


f bis cauſe upon this 04 08 Iwputation,as that be hath' (eri-. 
EE es: 
Members. of, "abe... WANG Chyrch after thiy are Dial? 
Butcan any manin good.carneft think, that an Hypacrite wheg 
he is dead and gone to his own place is (fill a, member of Gods 
Cha; ?, yet his Iafant Ghild is ſo, therefore the memberſhip of 
the © ild. doth exiſt after tbe memberſhip of choParent iFextint; 
thereforeic is really diftid from the Parents memberſhip, there- 
fore the Child hath a real, and not only an Imputed botineſs apper- 
taining to him. It mightalſs have been ſaid here, that there is a 
Relative Holy which is perpetual,viz in reſpect of Covſecration: 
and degication to the Lotd, 1 Sam.t.r,2.' Pſ41. 70 6.16." there 
ian holineſs of Propriety.. $0 was 'the 'Temple holg, yea,” thus 
were the Children; of Iſrael {and in a more prcdtiar manner the 
Levites) an holy People, Ez74'#.728;” This Wolintf isto'bt affir- 
medof all that belong to the viſible Chntcty, | Hent® Chriſtians 
arclaid tobe. the Temple of G99," 1 Cor-#.c9. Thetefore'"it is 
hee ſaid; you Are 1. jour. wn, 44 abthe Tempfe'was the 
Lords Propriety, ſo are you; God hath a peculiar Intereſt in you, 
 and;Lordſhjp over yau, as he had in the Temple after its dedica- 
tion, marethenia any houſe upon, the Earth; ang thus _ 


the Subje&-of Raptiſme, -_ 

Children of. Believers, Holy, becauſe God bath'a ſpecial -Intereſt 
and propriety ja themybeyond what he hath-in any. other Ghildcen 
ia che world, they do of rightfor ever belong unto God, they are 
named after the God of iſracl, The. Name of the true God, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit is put upon them, and being thus Gonlſecra- 
ted to be the Lords Servants, they are holy. And for this Rear 
| ſonisthe Lord ſtyled the Holy one of Iſrael, Plal.71.-2 2. Bcciviſe 
he was the ſeparated Qbj:& whom his People Iſrael did chooſe 
and fingle our as the Object of their fear, when all the world 
abqut them: ſerved Idols, mr 
.. Argument 11, The. Children, of the. faithful being in Co- 
venant ate Chriſts and Abrabarts Secd.,. and.therefore Heirs, 
Gal.z, laſt. Rom.4.13. Now it is ſtrange that Children ſhould 
have a cight to the [nheritance whileſt in their non-Age, Gal. 4. 7. 
But no right when Adult, although they contiave faithful Chil- 
dren ſtill, L613 "222i | 
| Te ans 12, This notion will enforce: Rebaptization. For 
the Covenant which the Child ,was.ia whep. an Infant, is ( it 
ſcerns ) become.a meer nullity, ſo.that now being Adult he 
muſt. not Renew his Covenant, but -enter into a new and 
other kinde of Coygnant which he was never in before, Now 
it .is. veceſſary! that when E man doth enter into Covenant he 
ſhoald hc fIpitiated by Baptiſme. There was lately a. Sect, iq-the 
world who upon this yery ground, although they did acknowledge 
Baptiſme of Infaritsas lawful, yet did rebaptize themſelves when 
Adult, See Baxter of Infant Baptiſme; pag. 343. Thus have we 
ſcenthe .Trath proved, and all Objeions, againſt the pleaded 
for extent of the Covenant of gtace falling like' Dazo1 lonie- 
rimes before the ArkK'of the Covenant Before we paſt pvet to 
the ſJecond Pueſtion as a Conluſivn to this, let" it” onee for at!, be 
ſaid and remembted, that in many paſſages iathis, Diſcourſe, we 
havereſpeCt to the received diſtinton of Jus in've &+ ad rem, or 
of Right and Pofſeflion.”” A perſon miy-have right to thoſe Pti- 
viledges, which yer hemay for the preſetit be juſtly derdined from 
the aQtyal enjoytaenit of,” Apgaity, wemult diſtinguiſh Riphe and 
preſent Adminiftratioh;, *Te is Faith or Intereſt ivthe Coyznaot 
of grace which giveth righrto Bapriſme ; yet beforea mg th 
bhuve Bapriſine regularly adminiſtred co him, there muſt be fame 
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\ Steward of God to diſpenſe this- myſtery ;' and the perſon that 

hath Faith ( we ſpeak of the Adult) matt become profeſſedly 

\\ubjeR to the Goſpel, and to the orders of Chrifts School, If 

reſpeQ be had to theſe diſtinions, ſome notions will appear, to 

| be very Conſentancous among themſelves, which otherwiſe may 
- ſeem to have a Repugnancy in them, | 


CHAP, XIII. 


Ep THe ſecond Queſtion propounded, viz, whether 
> - 6 | '&. all that profeſs Chriſtianity bavg right to Baps 
tifms, the Negative afſerted and proved, many that 
ourwardh profeſs Chrifhanity, ore vat viſibly h C0: 
©tnant with the Lord, nor beve a nſible Intereſt in 
"the thing ſealed in Baptiſme. Nor ſubmit them= 
 ſelpes to Ebriſts Governmen: in bis Church, but are 
de jure excommunttate, and worſe thin Jufidels 
' Qual tbereftve wat to bo baptiyod, An Primirioe and 
eApofiolical Times, prattice as well as Profeſſion 
was looked after. It is 4 diſhonour tothe Name of 
 ,, > Thrift vb every body ſhould be counted aServant un 
©. _.*" bis Family, feoly things mut not be giventoDogs:. 
_.. The things which baye been” ſpoken Tn1 fuſlce for the clea- 
ring of the firſt Qaeſtiqn, we procced'now (as in the Lotds holy 
fear } to-Conlider of the ſecond Queſtion, yiz. Whether, all that. 
$rofeſs Chriſtianity bave right to Baptiſme? The Anſwer whicre- 
unto is Negative. In moſt places in Chriſtendeme( as 'tis called.) 
there is much more need to _Inſift on, the demonſtratiye, evincing 
of the Negative to this Queſtion chen oa the Affirmative of the 
former, But amongſt us. that which we have already Afﬀerted 
and proved, is the Controverſy of the Time and place, whercis 
the Lord hath Caſt our Lot to be, and Conſequently the proſeit 
Truth, in which reſpeft we haye been the more large in diſcu 
that, but ſhall beÞcief in this which followeth. Nevertheleſs, 
. perceiving that fome do already plead for Baptiſme, upon the 
mw {OR 28 Ws Patients Contratifes, and everted Kal 
-#nof Chriſtianity, and not knowing but that in proceſs. of Tin! 
for ope cxrream begers afotber, and it may be feared that on 


_ 
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Rigidity or oxer ſtrictaeſs as tothe Subject of Raptiſme will Iſſue 
ia promiſcuous Laxneſs ) ſuch large and looſe Principles ( they 
being ſuitable to that Corrupt nature which isin m:n ) may pre- 
vail generally; upon theſe and the lik: Conſiderations, we ſhall 
here mention ſome Arguments which caforce a Negative Con- 
clufion to the Queſtion, but now propounded. : 

eArgament i, They that are not viidly or externally in 
Covenant with the Lord, baye no right to Baptiſme, for Baptiſme 
being ( as all mea excepting Aatipedo-Baptiſts do concurrently 
acknowledge)a Seal of tneCovenint,they that have nothiag to do 
withthe Covenant, bave nojuſt title to plead for Baptiſme the 
Seal thereof; But this is true concerning many who Call ther= 
ſclycs Chriſtians. .E. G. Idolaters and: ſuch like, are not tobe 
eſtcemed th®Lords Coyenant People, Ex14.22.7. Ez, 23.4. 
Hof. 1.8. and 2.2. upoa this ground, F are! [ « ] 41d Calvin, as 
alla our famous {; 4 ] Car:wright, and ther Reaowacd non-Con- 
formiſks, have maintained that the Childrenof Papiſts{ both the 
Parents being ſuch) oyght not to be baptized, Baptiſme being 
the Livery which bcloags to Chriſtians, manifc Aati-Chriſtians 
or.thoſe that are the Devils Seryaats ( as Idolaters are ) cannot 
wear it, but by uſurpation, wherefore the Apoſtle ſaith, there ca 
be. no Communion between Chriſt and Belial, 2 Cor.6.15, Thea 
ſarely the wark of Chrif# mult not be ſer upon Belials 3. e. Ido» 


an Ids}, and by the Children of B:lipl, Idolaters are mcant. So 
again, they jthat go on incorrigibly in a Courſe of Prophaneneſs 


arc got to be reputed as in Coryeaant with the Lord, for the proof - 


of which tbat Script ure is plain and full, ?ſal..; 9. 16, 17.Alas,there 
are many rhat pretend to be Chriſtians, when as they are viſibly & 
notoriouſly Covenant-breakers, they m3ke.no Conſcieace of 
Eceping Covenant with mea, and therefore we may be ſure, they 

will not k:xp Covegant with GoJ, but arc unfit to Covenant ei- 
ther for themſelves or for their Childecn. Now they that have 

nothing tq do to take Gods.Covenant into their mouths have no- 
thing zo do with Baptiſme the Seal of the Covenant. 

Argursedt 2, They thatia the Jaigemeat of rational Charity 
haycaota vidic Intereſt in the thing ſealed in Baptiſm, have 
nogight co the Seal, God uach joyacd, che exaibiting ſigne _ 


c Zee Dr. Lights 


laters. [c] for oft ia the Scripture Belial is as much as to ſay ſoots Sermon on 
£.1,17.0.40. 
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the thing eXhibited rogether, therefore men muſt have a Care'that 
they do jnot' knowingly put them afunder, | ſay not that we 
"muſt know that there is the thing ſcaled, wherever we do apply 
the Seal,but I ſay that we may not apply the Seal, when we know 
there isnot the thing ſealed, for ſo to at, were in baptizing to 
Contradict the nature and bleſſed Ends of Baptiſme. But there 
ate many who profeſs Chriftianity, that yet in the Judgement of 
rational Charity haye not a viſible Intereſt in the thing ,ſfealed in 
Baptiſme, 'For Baptiſme is unto the party baptized a'Signe and 
Seal of his Union with Chriſt, Rom.6 5. =_ 3-27 of Regenera- 
tion, Tit. 2. 5. Jobn 3.6, of Remiſſion of fins, ark 1.4. of his 
being Ingaged to walk, in newneſs of Life, Roma.6.3,4., when as 
the plain contrary unto al) theſe particulars is me viſible and ap» 
fanrne concerning the greateſt Number of thoſe that profeſs Chri- 
ianity in the.world.' Ergo they have not right to Baptiſme, 
r Argument 3. They that will not ſubmit themſelves to the difſ- 
a __ * » eipline and Government of Chriſt, there is no Reaſon that chey 
\ . © thotifd be baptized, wee ( faich that famous Iohna Laſts ) uffer 
no Stranger to offer bis Infant to Baptiſme in our Cburches, who 
doth not willingly ſubmit himſelf ro the Diſcipline of our Church, 
To admit men into Chriſts Family, that will not be ſubject to the 
Laws and 'Government thereof, or to the Priviledges of Chrifts 
-14\/ » >»* "School, that will not be ſubje&' to the orders therein, is againſt 
4 .*....; Reaſon, But many that profeſs Chriſtianity, yet rejeRt Church 
Uiſcipline. Ergo. S 
' eArgument 4. They that are-Either Formally or jp/o jure cx- 
e ConſuleTheſes Communicated | e } have no right to Bapriſme. It cannot be de- 
Theol, $3lmur. nyed but that ſome great Divincs have written for theBaptiſme of 
the Children of EZ xcommunicates, but then they are wont to put 
in this Caution, v1z. that there muſt beſome other perſon toun- 
dertake for the Childs Education in the true Religion, ſo did Be- 
Fh-< Epit.9.io z4 [f] expreſs his Judgement when the Miniſters 'of Neoco- 
men refuſed to baptize ſuch Children, Let this one Argument 
inftead of many be Conſidered, viz. that they that are not mem- 
bers of the viſible Church have not right 'to Baptiſme, for it was 
before proved and is indeed « granted Prisciple with thoſe that 
| defend the Tyuth againſt - Antipzdo-Baptiſts, that a Regular 
Fanding intht viſible Church is that which doth entitle to Baptaſme, 
w T9 eh aha EY = wa gNY ® But 
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But juſtly Excommunicate ones are not of the vilible Church: 
Hence ſuch are ſaid in Scripture to be caſt forth, and to be gaft cut, 
viz. cut of Gods Houle or- CRurch in this World, lob. : 5. 6. 
Gale4+30. and to be cut iff, Gal.g.1 a, Gen. 17,14, Surcly a Mem 
ber that is cut off from the Body,is not Rill belonging thereunts. 
And to be put away trom among thole thac are of the Chuich, 
1 Cor. 5.2, 1 3. one that is for breaking the Marriage Covenant put 
away doth not remain under Conjugal Relation, No more doth 
one that is Excon.municate remain 'a- Member of the viliblec 
Church, yea, iuch arc ſaid to be Delivered in the Name of Chri(f 
wp 10 4Gtan, 1 Cor.y.F.1.e, ( f] they are Anuthoritatively aocla> 7 Gelalpy libru 
redtobe no longer ot the vitible Church, but of the World and _ _ 
1o under Satavs Regiment, who is the God of this World, 2 Cor, 
4- 4+ the ſame perſon cannot poſſibly at the ſame time, be as co his 
2:ſible ſtats, both ot Chrilts and of Satans Kiogdome, Aar.s.24 
2 Core6, 1 5. But Exoommunicates are as to their yiſible ſtate of 
Satans Kingdome, Ergo their Children may not be baptized, 
They that write concerning things of that nature, ſay, that when 
the Devil doth enter into an explicit league with any one that pre» 
tends to ben Chriſtian, he cauſcth them to renounce their Ba* 
ptiſme. 1remember a tremendous Inſtance to that purpoſe of 
one about fourteen years agoe, in Sberborn in Dorſet, who being 
impriſoned uponthe Accompt of familiarity with Satan, confet- 
ſedto others ( and to my ſclf alſo) that the Devil made her to 
renounce her Baptiſme, and ſo made a formal Covenant with her, 
giving her a new name,&c, But certainly,it will not pleaſe Chriſt, 
that we ſhould Baptize thoſe into his Name, who arc viſibly and 
manifeſtly the ſervants of Satan: we know of old,they were wont 
profeſledly ( and their converſations might not contradict that 
Profeſſion) to renounceSatan,&c. or they were not Baptized, (ball 
we then Baptize ſuch 8s remain the known SnbjeCts of his King- 
dome > And this Argoment holds, not only coticerning ſuch as 
have a ju/# cenſure formally paſſed upon them by the Church, but 
alſo with reference to them that arc ipſo jure Excommunicate i, t. 
that are ſo vi /olius legis ſine ſententia ſudicis,yea ( which/is more) 
they that are de jure Excommunicate, have no right to Baptiſme, 
gow this is truc concerning all —_— or Prophane perſons,yea 
end 


Ces on Baptiſme, becauſe Baptiſm is the mark of C'riſtianity as Math 
org been th:w2d) We may aot by baptiſm? gy abvut to Chrtianize | 
muuicar 9peri- (hoſe-win. we kan, are nor Chriſtians, for that wou'd be to take 
ni tn0-a: MeLorks Nam;in vain.” Now Nine profels Gritianity con- 
ortho4, Fid. £.4, Cerning Whojnit is eyident, that « £2) Cliriftians, Rew 2. g. 


C. 1, 


b Diſpuration cf T it, e.ult, Mr, Baxter Argaetn welf 
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and obſtinate pefifing.in ſeſe evils, then Hereſiz or Scandal, | 
whom we may.ſuppoſeto have apcelent ſtanding in the vilible 
Church, Nee ught not tobe. tolerated there, bur the Rule is ex- 
preſs for their being forthwith rej2Red, except they repent, Max. 
18 17.1Cor.g.11,t2.2 Theſ, 3B. Fit, z. 10. or if ſuch be not 
alceady in.the Church they my not bez ad nictted, and therefore 
not Baptized, whereby Adm'iniwto the Church, is Solemnized, 
it cangot Ha, duty toſplzmaiz2 the Almidzoa of. a perſon into 
the Chucch.( whichis dane in Buptiſme) and yet at the ſame time 
adaty to reject him from Chucch-Fellaw/hip { whic? is a duty 

 conceraing ſych perſons as were but now m-ationed } Ergo ſuch 
have not right to Baotiſhe: But as for may that profeſs Uhri- 
ſtianity, they. Ace Excommunicates cither formally or de jare 

Argument 56 They that are not, Chriſtians have not right to 


c2n- 


1. : bo 


2] nallifis their profeſfion, 
&rongly, when he ſaith,(b) 
we matt got Baprize him for a Chriſtian who we are ſare is none, | 
if a Maa hould aſh-m that he did bzlieve in Chrift, and yet 
ſhould preſeatly profeſs that h> will riot: obey him, every man 
will concluJe thar, that profeſſion is no. profeſſion. Now if an 
Afﬀirm:ition Contradictedby words ought not to be taken for a 
P:ofeſſon, much leſs an Aficmation more cectainly contradicted 
by the tenour ef the life ; ln a word, Iafidels my not be bapti- 
z29, therefore they that are worſe then Inti lets m1y not. Now 
ſo are fone that gall themſelves Chriſtians, : Tim.s 8. 
eArgument 6, In the Primitive and Apoſtolical times men 
were aot baptized upon the bare account of Profeſſion, ex:ept 
there were a practiſe that did in ſome ſort correſpond with t hat 
Profeſſion; Heace inthoſe times in order to. che Application of 
Daptiſme, they required not. only a Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith, but( as was parily nated but now) an —m—— 
- 0 


their practiſe is ſuch a3 doth qiite 
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of Satan [5] Flcſh and the World. Some conceive that the Apo. Jin ihe Greek | 


tle, when he ſpeaketh of the Anſwer of a good Conſcience this Form, 
1 Pet. 3.21. [k) alludeth to that Cuſtome in the Primitive times, , -6xd0* 
when the Adminiſtrator did aske the baprized, Credis ? daſt thou mn 
believe ? And he anſwered again Cyedo, I do believe z Abrenug., P4X5 73h 
tias? doft thou renounce Sin, Saran and the World? the partic e@revs xa4 
ro be Baptized anſwered againe, Abrenuntso, I do rencunce them ,, TORR 
Sponaes 7 doeft thou Covenant ? Anſwer, Spondeo, I do Cove- , OS 
nant, Alſo we kfow, that fobn Baptif, when he Baptized, re- #27015 &V 4 
quired not only a profc ion of Repcotance, but a Converſation , q, dg Ty 
Juitable thercunto, even fruits meet for Repent ance, Matth, 3.8., » An 
Some have thought that John refuſed none who delired to partake Ton oy 
of his Baptiſm, but judicious Interpreters are not wanting, who, a... 
conccive that he repelled the Phariſees from his baptiſme, albeit de” cram. g;e 
they deſired it, Thus the { /}, Cemturiators, [m} Parent, (n] Gela- ron. b7.com.fe 
ſpy, (-] 2dr Baxter, Andof our NE. Divine, | 0] 24r.C o:ton, carceb- Chry loft, 
Lt] Mr. H-oker, [4] Mr. Nortin, And it is not very Conſon8iit Yioch.Cordie 
to Reaſon tor us to imagine that John would call them a Genera- apoio £42, 
tion of Vipers, and bapriſe them in the ſame breath. Conſider NT 
Adiat. 2.7, with Luke 7.30s : ; ; |.2.c.6, P.497. 
Argument 7 It tendeth-greatly to the difhonour of the name wie en 
of Chrilt, that every one ſhonld be owned of, aad:entered-intq his * 7! *4Pra 1.3; 
Family. David would uot endure a profang perſon in his Family. - Of Confirmans. 
Pſal. to1.3 And can Wwe think thar it will pleaſ. Chriſt that pgs ne” 
ſuch ſhou'd by Baptiſme be entered into his Family,his Church cbes p-+8. and 
that is ?. Great men would account themſelves diſhoncuted, if the ner eel 
Livery appertaining to their Servants, ſhould be worne by cvery Þ«r5 PIs, 
v:le p:rſon, and will not the great God our Savicur Jeſus Chrift, church aifet- 
thiak the lik”, when Baptiime the Livery of his Servacts 15 worn CRE IG 
by the unboly &prophane?In a wore, promiſcuous Bapriſme doth Apolt.p.4. 
make theChurch, r ]no houſhold,b1t anIna rather,to receiv who- 
ſoevercommeth, whereby the name of thel.ord is prophaned, eons, 1+ 
Argument $. Chrilt hath for bidder us to cait boly things to m a'tico; p 137% 
dogs, Mat.z. 6. Now Baptiſme is an hcly thivg,it is not aCiy:! but 
aSacre/Ordinance :And Heretica! orScrndijous perſons (though 
proſeſſurs of Chriltianity,yea thovgh Church mcmbers) are inthe 
account of Gud and Scripture, no better then Dogs, 7jalr22.16, 
KR 2 20% 
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-contranran, 20+ PP. 3.2. 2 Pet.2.22. Rvuel.22.15, This I confeſs is a 
videetam Bezz GommanArgument. Zez.4 {'s] maketh uſe of it for this end, & ſo 
> nt,inr Cor did[t j Auſtin of old, Cbryſoſtom{) before him, & Tertuliian be- 
ns fore him; ['w] and there is weight io ic.,[f it ſhould be ſaid, that the 
ribas. © © ®P®* reaſons which havgbeen aleadged concern Adult perſons being un= 
br woe baptized, when as the controverſic is touching che bapciſine of 
* Infants born of Parenes already baptized; The An/wey is, that 
w DeBaptiſm. the Arguments do reach: this alſo. For if we prove that neither 
_ Parent hath a Title to Baptiſme, nothing more needs to be 
ſaid to prove that the Child hath no Title thereunto. For nibi/ 
fat 440d non habet ;tis againſt all Reaſon to Imagine, that a man 
ſhould beable to entitle another unto that. Priviledge which him- 
ſelf hath no Title to, nor Intereſt in. The Derivative right cannot 
be greaterthen the Primitive, .I know eAu#in blameth him, 
that when he excommunicated Claſſicangs, did caſt his Children 
out of the Church with kim,and concerning Children born before 
Excommunication, the thing is diſpatable among learned men, 
albcit it was before noted, that the Jews of old in Excommunicas 
ting the Parent, did alſo cut off che Child from bciag of the Con- 
gregation of [ſracl, and from having any right to Church Privi« 
ledges. Andevident itis, that ſuch Children as are born of ſuch 
Parents as cither-neyer had, or ceaſe to have any viſible right to 

Baptiſme, can got rationally claim right thereunto, 


. CHAP, XIV, 


T U maneT eſtimony no demonſtration in this Caſe, 

"-Promiſcuous eA dminiftration of Baptiſme is 

Popiſh and Anti-Chriſtian. Sunary Proteſtant 

writers bave teftified againſt it. The Conciuſion, 

As for humane Teſtimony in this Caſe, as it is true, that it doth 

Conclude nothing in matrers of this nature, where we mult to the 

Law, and tothz (divine ) Teſtimony, and if theyſpeak not according 

to this word, it is becauſe there is no true Light in them, ſo we ſhall 

not greatly inſiſt thereon. .The Truth is, that Proteſtants genecal- 

ly have been extreamly lax and large, in their Principles and pra« 

Qices az tothe SubjeQ of Bapriline,-which I will allo _— 
at 
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hath in part come to paſs, by reaſon that the Church hath been in 
Babylon, and hath not yet fully ſhaken off the duſt thereof, Let 
not the Anabaptiſt Triu nph withont a Cauſe in this Conceiſion. 
It was before ack1owledged, that overmuch Rigidity as to the 
Subjc& of Baptiſme is Azti-Chriſtiaviſme. For that Frror pre- 
vailed when An{1-Chriſt ficſt began to riſe- Let it now likewiſe 
be owned as a Truch, that when the Anti-Chriſtian apoſtacy 
was com? to its height, an Error on the-other*hand' prevailed, 
even a Catholick promiſcuous baptizing of al} Sorts, nay a com- 
peiling of men to receive Baptiſme againſt their wills. Bellar- | 
mine | x | and others of the Popiſh Faction, have tz2ught that zoe GacremBupr- 
Baptiſme doth ſanCtifie the unclean, and therefMe that it is not 
* prophaned, though jt be Adminiſtred to uaclean perſons. H:- 
ſories tell us what wild work the men of tharReligton have made 
of ir, when they have pretended to Ehbri/tianize the poor miſera» 
ble Indians in fome places of America, It is reported that 
inthe Kingdome of Mexico [ y | ſundry of - their Preachers did y Surins infron; 
in a few years time baptize each one of them aboye one hundred * IO 
thouſand, lt isro be found amongſt the Records of Char/es the 
fifch, that 7 4] a2 la Prieſt had baprtiz*d ſeven hundred thoufand CS 
and another three huadred thouſand,and certain others very great 
multitudes, and'yet their owa writers Oviedo, Benz, &c.- do 
conteſs chat ſcarce one of them willingly became a Chriſtian,-nd 
that they remembred a ot any thing of che Chriſtian Religion, on- 
ly that they had been baptized, we know what was done in &5;9- _ 
land ifter thae { a] A#fti» the Monke arrived there, and how it meg ons 
was Tuzl in thoſe Popiſh times either by force or by [[ 5] fraud linum. 
to bring men to Baptiſme, before thcir hearts were indeed per- Bos. Chug6. 
ſwaded to embrace the Goſpel. 

So thea, in Arguing againſt ſuch promiſcuous baptizings as the 
preſent diſcourſe is treating of, we diſpute againſt nothing but 
that which is Anti-Apoſtolical and Anti-Chriftian, Nor have 
there been alcogether wanting thoſe { though it is to be wiſhed 
that their number had been greater) who haye already undertaken 
this Cauſe.l might mention here |] Pulyander, Riger, Waleas, «c vile Synopt, 
Toyſiar, alſo Sparhemius giveth [ 4 ] three Reaſons to prove Ara The 
that Prophane men cannot lawfally be baptizzd. Mrs Baxter 4 Epiitad $u- 
batb-wrutren a large and laracd Treatile, ras whole defigne ©" 

K 3 whereof 
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whereof is to prove that the notoriouſly ungodly have no right to 
Baptiſme, and co Auſwer the Objections and pleas which #0me 
bave lnſiſtcd on,othgis 1 omut, only ut may not be amils, h&re to 
recite ſome remarkable paſſages out of Learned Mr. Yel«)P'es 
Aarons Rod, bloſſoming. Taus he writcth , pag. 544, 54s 
&© It werea prophavation of the Sacrament ot Baprilme to bap= 
* tizc aCatechamen orJew,or a Pagan profciling a Reivlution to 
© turn Chriſtian, he beivg maniicKly under the power of abomu-= 
© cable reigning lins, and being ſtill a prophane and wicked liver, 
& alchough he were ablc io giyc a ſound andOrthodox Contcſhou 
© of Faith, Aufpn Lib. dc (4c @ operib4r, Chap. 1g, eells us that 
& the Chucch did not admit icaadaious perions to baplume. 
© Aud « xcept they repent, ( ſaith he ) from ther dead works, Wy 
** are not [iff ered to come to Bapt:ſme, divers Arguments he orgs 
© in that book for this thing z As x, That Peter laub, Atts 2.38» 
© Repent and be baptized. a. That the Apoſtle Heb.6.1' In- 
© joyneth Kepentance from dead works, with Baptiſ».e,3. Tbat 
& ok preached the Baptiſme of Repentance. 4. That #ornica» 
& rors> Adulterers, Thiey:, &c. jhail not mheru the King aome of 
« Goa, therefore iuch as are knowa to l:ve in theſe {igg withvut 
© Repentance ought not to be baprized, $F. He argueth fiom 
© 2C£0r.6,14z1 5,16, &c, Now. loffec this Query, ſhail an abo- 
* mignable wick:d Lite, Aurtber, Adultery, Swearing, Cu-ſrigy 
* Lying, or the like, keep back a man from ſo much as entering in« 
© tothe viſible Church, by the door of baptiſme, and ſhall noe 
© the like abominations keep back a man from Fellowſhip with 
6© Saints at tne: Lords Table? See allo pag.rs 5. where he thus 
&« ſpcaketh : Eraſius argueth from the Admiſſion of a Ceneration 
& of Yipers to baptilme co prove the lawiulneſs of admitting a 
© Generation of /1pers to the Lords Supper. But I argue Cone - 
« [rary Wile, ſuch perſons as deſire to be received into the Chnreh 
« by bapt.\-ne, it they be prophane and ſcandalous perſons, ought 
© not to be baptizZ:d,but retuſed baptiſme: therefore propiane and 
& Scandalous perſons oaght inuch leſs to be admitted to the Lords 
& Supptr. Likewiſe in pag. 5 15. he hath this paſſage, which me- 
thioks deferyeth to be written in Letters of Gold, I beliere \ faith 
he) n2 Conſiientions Mintster wou!d adventure to baj' ce 9 
. p10 


the SubjeT of Fa)! iſme, 
who hath manifeſt and Infallible Signs of unregeneration. 
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Eutveg 


w2 cannot be Aſp?! abi:t9 G34, 4/ w? fhod miniſter Bapti/me to 
a 111 whſe works and words dv n4uf:ly dec'are him to be Gn 


uUnvefpentra'e ANC v2rted perſos. 
an ove , bow hail w? bring bins to the Loras, Table? 


Mr. *Gelaſpys 


To Tonc/ule, it wou'd bean happy thing, if in all Controver= 
Ges of this nature, we could v2 of the ja ve wind, and of the [anc 


Tulgement ;, for ſo doth the Scri>igrerequir?, rt Cor, 1.10. Phil, 
2. But that is rather to be wilhe4 for, aud endeavourcd after,then 
to be hoped, till that great and bleſlzd day comr, where there 
ſhill be one Lord,and hisNam? one ina{theEartnonc Sheepfold, 
&one Shephecd. When we ar2 com? unto a perf &t aunts the me (= 
ſure of th: ſtarure of the fylneſs of Curist,, we ſhall come unto that 
perfe unity of the Faith, 'wihc' bn #1s *w9r:d we attain not ro, 
yet if the Lord help us, with a Spirit of wiſd »m2 and moderation, 
( alchoagh Truth muſt nor on any Termi be parted with, 25 L4- 
th:r 7 f ; ſaid, et Heaven and Earth periſh vatoer ther :he leaſt 
Truth ſhould bz loft jwe (hall notQenſure one another or be of aif- 
ferent aff. Fi24s,Hec uſe of different Appreh:nſions in the Queitions 
Conteoverted. A1d we had need, to be the mnre careful over our 
ow hzarts abaut this mutter ; for that, thece are not waning fo- 
lemn [aſt inces, both in the preſent and former Ages of wotul Pa- 
roxy ſmes, occalion*d amongit goad mea by this very Queſtion 
touching the SubjetF of 5apiiſme. To mention only that whico- hag 
peaed 1a the Churchwhereof Renowned Farel was the Paſtor. (g] 
Oe that Was a m:m2*r therein didApoſtatize to chePapilts,3fcer 
waich the graad mother being of the true Church dificed Bap- 
tiſm2 for her grand-Child Farel:conſidering that both rhe next 
Parents wert [dolaters,& the Child ili under their Education, re- 
fuſed { as well he mig Jt ) to baptize the Child, but his Coileapue 
' baptizeth ir, whereupon there happned an uncomfortable difte- 
rence between them two,(& in the Church) why yet were buth of 
them godly and learned me 1, both of them ſtudious of Reforma- 
tion, bath of them Suffere.s rogether for bearing witneſs to the 
Truth of the ſpelt $o chuſe famous Martyrs, Cornel:us & Cypri= 
an 4iff:red in j1dgement about the $1bzet of Brpriſme, Theſe 
thi''gs ſhould make us wif 9 modzrate 19 our ations, Which = 
@ 
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And if ve may not Iniriaze ſuch 
Thus far 
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ſo they that have a righteous Cauſe are wont to be as zealous for 
the Truth, | ſhall finiſhwiththe Words of that famous eAfrican 
Synod fourteen hundred years agoe,being come to the oncluſion, 

. of the Controverſiethen under a nn; -m SubjeCt and 

i, time of Baptiſme they yet ſay, [ 6] Neminem Iudicamss þ dis 

Gage (mit) verſum in bac re ſenſerit, we Ceofure no man, albeit ag tg this 
148+ Queſtion,he be not altogether of our Judgement. . 
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£11.22, There 'ſhonld have been a fall point after called-p.15.1-penult.1.$an2 

bedrin. p.17.26.r.Bitdilab. 1.37.r.federalzp.r8.1.13,r. with ExreÞ-44.1.r0.r: Gerts 

14-r.Gerim Gcrurim.p,49.1.8.r.enerv ate.p.y4.1.24.r. Abilſines. 1.36.r. 

4.24.r.Tertall ge penicent.p:59-1-16. for where r. when. p.641-18. for or r. of. p.65.1.34. 

F, between. right. The Author not delog able perſonally to attend the peruſal of 

theſe as they were fg off, are _ —_ Gy yp 
s andLatin or Gt otations, which the Intellig' cader mull perceive 

and CadidyItapres, 


